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EDITORIAL 


___ t 

Th?8:’ ]S!;i||j|! r !g| the Alabama Historical Quarterly carries two ex¬ 
tremely Interesting histories connected with personages and 
organisations having to do with the War Between the States. 
“John Herbert Kelly, The Boy General of the Confederacy,” by 
Miss Maud McLure Kelly, Historical Materials Collector of the 
Department of Archives and History, brings to the attention of 
the public the splendid life of one of the State’s native sons who 
was a Brigadier-General in the Confederate Army at twenty-four 
years of age. The other is a history of the Thirtieth Alabama 
Volunteers (Infantry), Confederate States Army, by Col. William 
Milner Kelly. Col. Kelly and Miss Kelly are brother and sister but 
General John Herbert Kelly was of no relationship to their family. 


It will be seen in Miss Kelly’s biography of Gen. Kelly that 
he has lain in an unmarked grave in Magnolia Cemetery, Mobile, 
for eighty-five years and that a recently organized Chapter of the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy, of Birmingham, is raising 
funds for a modest monument to his memory. The Editor of the 
magazine takes the liberty of suggesting that any one who reads 
the biography of Gen. Kelly and would like to make a contribution 
to the erection of a suitably inscribed marker at his grave, send 
their check to Mrs. Sam R. Moore, President of the Gen. John 
Herbert Kelly Chapter, U.D.C., 314 Redfern Drive, Birmingham, 
Ala. 


Every available source that Miss Kelly could reach with a 
view to obtaining a good picture of Gen. Kelly during his war days 
failed to supply the need. The one used here represents him as a 
Cadet at the U. S. Military Academy, West Point, N. Y., and 
shows him as a youth still in his late teens. In a private letter 
from Capt. George Knox Miller, to Col. J. W. DuBose, both long 
since dead, Capt. Miller said of ; John Herbert Kelly: 

“Among the many officers of rank under whom I served, 
General Kelly stands out to memory the ideal cavalry com¬ 
mander. A young man of slight figure, fair complexion, light 
hair and mustache, a superb horseman, from the training 
school at West Point, nothing in man could be more inspiring 
than his presence on the field, with the enemy in front. He 
dashed down the line like a ray of light. In ringing yet melo¬ 
dious tones that none could imitate, he shouted to his en¬ 
gaged men, ‘Aim low and strike hard!’ or, in the turmoil of 
the charge, ‘Rally on your colors!’ or oftener, ‘Rally on your 
commander, my men!’ ” 

A sketch of Col. William Milner Kelly, whose “History of the 
Thirtieth Alabama Volunteers” is published herewith, will be 
found preceding his article which is a fine summary of the bril¬ 
liant record of the Confederate Regiment presented. Col. Kelly 
wrote his history in 1927 , in partial fulfillment of the require¬ 
ments for the degree of Master of Arts in the School of Arts and 
Sciences in the University of Alabama. 


Editor. 



MAUD McLURE KELLY 

i* 

Miss Kelly, Historical Materials Collector, Department of 
Archives and History, author of John Herbert Kelly, The Boy 
General of the Confederacy, prepared this biography for the 
Alabama Division, United Daughters of the Confederacy, in 1940, 
while a member of the Committee on Biographies of Alabama’s 
General Officers in the War Between the States. In 1942, it was 
entered in the Division contest for current literature and won the 
first prize for the best biography submitted. In the course of her 
research work Miss Kelly found that the grave of General Kelly 
was not marked, although she had located it in the family plot 
in an old Mobile cemetery. 

Miss Kelly, who is not related to the family of Gen. Kelly, 
was born at “Mountain Spring,” Talladega County, Ala.; daugh¬ 
ter of Richard Bussey Kelly, a distinguished lawyer, a native of 
Calhoun County, who lived at Anniston, and later at Birmingham; 
lawyer, member of the Legislature, Chancellor of the Northeast¬ 
ern Chancery Division. Her mother was Leona Bledsoe, daugh¬ 
ter of Francis Marion and Louisa Catharine (Vincent) Bledsoe, 
the former a Confederate soldier killed in battle in the War Be¬ 
tween the States, on April 2, 1865. Miss Kelly’s paternal grand¬ 
parents were Samuel Camp and Amie Elizabeth (Pace) Kelly, 
of Calhoun County. Miss Kelly is a descendant of Richard Pace, 
of Pace’s Pains, who came to Jamestown, Va., about 1610 and 
saved the Colony from an Indian massacre. Another Colonial 
ancestor was Captain Samuel Maycock, of the Council and mem¬ 
ber of the first Assembly of Virginia, in 1619. 

Miss Kelly was educated at private schools and^ at Noble 
Institute, Anniston, Ala., from which she graduated with honors 
in 1904. She graduated cum summa laude, from the Law De¬ 
partment of the University of Alabama in 1908, and was admitted 
to the bar of the Circuit Court of Alabama, at Birmingham that 
year and to the bar of the Supreme Court of Alabama the next 
year. She was presented to the Supreme Court of the United 
States at Washington, on motion of William Jennings Bryan, then 
Secretary of State, on February 25, 1914, being the first woman 
admitted to the Nation’s highest court as a practitioner in a 
Southern State, being also the first woman to practice law active¬ 
ly in Alabama. She was on the legal staff of the General Land 
Office in Washington during 1918-1924, and later returned to 
Alabama where she resumed her legal practice. She is a Demo¬ 
crat, a member of the Alpha Delta Pi College Sorority and of 
Kappa Beta Pi Legal Sorority. She compiled the Lineage Book of 
the Alabama Division, U.D.C., in five volumes. Miss Kelly be¬ 
longs to a number of historical organizations, local, State and 
National, and is a member of several patriotic societies, including 
the United States Daughters of 1812, First Families of Virginia, 
Magna Charta Dames, Order of the Crown; Dames of the Court 
of Honor, Daughters of the American Revolution, and United 
Daughters of the Confederacy. 













































JOHN HERBERT KELLY 
THE BOY GENERAL OF THE CONFEDERACY 


BY 

Maud McLure Kelly 


DEDICATED 

TO 

“That noble race and brave” who, through the ages, have 
made the Kelly name, everywhere, a synonym of high 
ideals and dauntless courage, and especially to that one 
who was most beloved of all by me, my father, 


RICHARD BUSSEY KELLY 




CHAPTER I 


BACKGROUND 

As a tree which towers above its neighbors has a wider and 
deeper root-spread than the smaller trees around it, so an in¬ 
dividual who towers above his contemporaries has been peculiarly 
fitted for his role in life by his background, either of heredity 
or early environment, usually of both. The background of Gen¬ 
eral John Herbert Kelly is of double interest, first, because of 
its reflection of the early history of the South, and second, be¬ 
cause it produced him. The outstanding characteristics of this 
background were culture and patriotism, and both of these char¬ 
acteristics were shiningly reflected in his short but brilliant 
career. 

General Kelly came of distinguished ancestry on both his 
paternal and maternal lines. The most authoritative account of 
his father’s ancestry is the one written by the late Dr. Thomas 
M. Owen, founder of the Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, in his “Old Families of Pickens County, Alabama,” pub¬ 
lished serially in The West Alabamian and copyrighted in 1900 
by Dr. Owen. This history is especially valuable now because., 
the family records, to which Dr. Owen then had access, are now 
lost and Dr. Owen’s own notes and unused material were de¬ 
stroyed when his house burned some years later. In Chapter 2 
-of that history, as published in the issue of February 7, 1900, 
IDr. Owen says: 

“The Kelly family is one that has been prominent in many 
branches and has had distinguished representatives in 
South Carolina, Alabama, Tennessee, Mississippi and Texas. 
They have been in the first official positions, have been 
people of affluence and social position. 

As the name will readily indicate, the family is Celtic Irish, 
and the tradition in some branches is that they are descend¬ 
ed from ‘Fighting King Kelly.’ Detail as to the European 
ancestors is not at hand and the first American generation 
begins with Gresham Kelly below. 

1. GRESHAM KELLY, the ancestor of the family, resided 
in South Carolina where he lived the life of an opulent 
planter and slave owner. His landed possessions were ex- 
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tensive. It is not known that he held official position. He- 
gave his children excellent educational advantages, of which 
they availed themselves. Their subsequent positions in 
life and their matrimonial alliances indicate the aristocratic 
position of the family. He married January 17, 1769, Miss 
B. Tatum. He died Oct. 1, 1799 and she died Aug. 17, 1830.. 
Children, all born in S. C.: 

1. Ann Kelly, b. Jan. 25, 1771; d. March 15, 1807; 

m.-Cobb. 

2. James, b. March 23, 1773; d. Nov. 11, 1804. 

3. Moses, b. Oct. 8, 1775. (See No. II below) 

4. Mary, b. Jan. 25, 1779; d. Nov. 15, 1806; m. —- 

Tarrant. 

5. Elizabeth, b. Feb. 25, 1781; d. May 16, 1813; m. 
-Townsend. 

6. Jane, b. Aug. 6, 1783; d. Nov. 22, 1816; m.- 

Thomason. 

They had a dau. Elizabeth Thomason, who m. a,. 
Rose and lived in Columbus, Miss. 

7. William, b. Sept. 22, 1786. (See No. Ill below) 

8. Harriet, b. July 15, 1789, m. Isham Harrison. (See^ 
No. IV below) 

II. MOSES KELLY (con of Gresham) was b. in S. C. Oct. 
8, 1775. Here he grew to manhood and was educated. 
Having married, with his five children and a number of 
relatives and friends from the Upper Districts of the Pal¬ 
metto State, he emigrated about 1816-17 to the Mississippi 
Territory (now Alabama). He located in Jones Valley in. 
what became Blount County. His home was on one of the 
knolls in the immediate vicinity of the present ‘Walnut 
Grove' in South Birmingham. This section having been, 
settled in 1815, ... by the time the County of Blount was 
formed by the First Territorial Legislature of Alabama on. 
February 6, 1818, quite a large and thrifty population from 
South Carolina and Tennessee had spread over its borders. 
The neighbors of Mr. Kelly in his beautiful valley location 
were the Brooks, Brown, Hickman, McAdory, Pullen, Prude, , 
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Tarrant and Owen 1 families, many of whom have/desceiidr 
ants in many parts of the South at the present time. 

y 

The County being formed, the establishment of civil 
order and local government followed. The principal official 
position in the County organization of this date was the 
Chief Justice of the Quorum. County affairs were admin¬ 
istered by five Justices known as the ‘Justices of the Quo¬ 
rum/ The office of the Chief Justice was a position sim¬ 
ilar to that subsequently held by the Judge of the County 
Court and still later, the Judge of Probate. From the emi¬ 
grants to all this wide stretch of country from the north 
boundary of Blount to the southern limits of the present 
Jefferson (formed in 1819) and from the Warrior to the 
Cahaba rivers, he was chosen and commissioned Chief Jus¬ 
tice. The following is a minute entry of the first Court 
ever held in the County: 

‘At an Orphan’s Court held in Blount County at the 
home of Maj. Moses Kelly in Jones Valley, the place 
designated by law for holding Courts for said County, 
on Monday the 15th day of September, 1818, being the 
second Monday in said Month, Present Moses Kelly, 
John Cochrane, Isaac Brown and David Murphree, 
Justices of the Quorum, etc. . . .” 

He continued in the position after the formation of Jeffer¬ 
son County and until 1821, when he was succeeded by Darby 
Henley, who later came to Pickens County. Mr. Kelly was 
a planter and continued to reside in the county the remain¬ 
der of his life. During the Creek War (1813-14) he served 
with credit under Andrew Jackson and his title of Major 
was doubtless acquired in this service. During his after life 
he ever maintained a cherished regard for his old military 
chief and in the political contests waged in Jefferson he 
was always his doughty partisan. 

He married in South Carolina Margaret-. The 

compiler knows nothing of her antecedents or where she is 
buried. Mr. Kelly died at the home of his son, Dr. James 
Kelly, who then resided at what was long known as the 
Darby Henley place (two miles north of Bessemer on Valley 
Creek). He is buried in the old grave yard in a stone’s 
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throw of the house, and near the banks of the silently flow¬ 
ing stream. A stout sand stone monument marks his grave. 
He died Jan. 9, 1837. His children, all born in South Caro¬ 
lina, were: 

1. James Kelly, b. Aug. 12,1800, in Greenville District, 

S. C. m. (1) Jane Jordan, b. Dec. 13, 1809, d. Sept. 
11, 1838. (2) Sarah Hardyman. No issue. He 

and his first wife are buried at Cedar Hill Ceme¬ 
tery, Bessemer. He was a practicing physician and 
a planter. 

2. Gershom Kelly (name slightly changed from that 
of his grandfather), b. Feb. 8, 1803; m. (1) Matilda 
Brooks, b. 1814, d. Sept. 13, 1838; (2) Eliza Brooks, 
dau. of Jacob Warren Brooks and Catherine Lacy 
(dau. of Major Edward Lacy, son of Gen. Edward 
Lacy of the Revolution). Mr. Kelly was a planter 
of ample means, and at one time was a co-partner in 
the commission business at Mobile with John F. 
Nabors. Mr. Kelly came to Pickens County in the 
*30s and continued to reside here until his death 
April 27th, 1850. His house was about three miles, 
from Carrollton on the road to Pickensville and the 
house is still standing. No issue. After his death. 
Mrs. Kelly became the wife of Col. Lewis M. Stone,, 
and she now resides at the homestead in Carrollton.. 

3. Nancy, b.-; m. Col. Thomas Adams. They lived. 

and died in Marengo County near Linden. Mr. 
Adams was a man of wealth, owning numbers of 
slaves and extensive canebrake plantations. These 
he lost by the too generous use of his name in the 
matter of endorsements. He had a number of chil¬ 
dren. One dau. Rosaline m. James Wilcox who was; 
Probate Judge of Jefferson County in 1850. 

4. Moses Kelly, b. May 21, 1860. (See V below) 

5. Isham Harrison Kelly. (See No. VI below) 

III. WILLIAM KELLY (son of Gresham) was b. Sept. 22,, 
1786. He was the most prominent early member of the 
family. Admitted to the bar probably in South Carolina, 
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he early moved to Tennessee where he became one of the 
judges. In 1818 he came to the rich and populous county 
of Madison and located at Huntsville to practice his pro¬ 
fession. In 1821 he was elected to Congress, the State at 
that period being entitled to but one member. He was the 
second representative in Congress from Alabama. He re¬ 
signed when he was elected to the U. S. Senate from Ala¬ 
bama, in which body he served from Dec. 12, 1822 to March 
4, 1825. In 1825 and 1827 he was in the Alabama House 
of Representatives from Madison County, serving as Speak¬ 
er at the former session. After an unsuccessful effort to 
impeach the Judges of the Alabama Supreme Court, he 
removed to New Orleans in 1880, where he died August 24, 
1834. He was twice married and had descendants. The 
following is a character sketch of him by Hon. Jas. E. 
Saunders (Settlers of Early Alabama, p. 293): 

‘He was a man of fine genius and an able lawyer. 
There was nothing Sophomorean in his style. It was 
always conversational in tone. When addressing a 
jury he often left the bar, and leaning on a chair he 
talked with them very effectually. He was their 
great champion and loved the dear people; but I never 
observed that he was fond of their society. I have 
often seen him retire from crowds and amuse himself 
with a pocket edition of Horace, which he generally 
carried and could read with facility. I imagine that 
much of his cynical style had been imbibed from that 
Roman satirist/ 

IV. HARRIET KELLY (dau. of Gresham) was b. July 15, 
1789. In S. C. she married Isham Harrison, son of James 
Harrison and Elizabeth Hampton, of S. C. ‘She was a 
woman of commanding appearance, of superior intellect 
and great force of character/ Removing to Jones Valley, 
he settled near Jonesboro, but later moved to old Ruhama 
(the present East Lake) where he occupied the first brick 
house erected in Jefferson County. In 1823 he represented 
this County in the lower House. In 1832 he removed to 
Noxubee County, Miss., of which county he remained a 
resident until his death. They had a large family and their 
descendants are persons of great worth. Children: 
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1. Eliza Harrison, m. B. W. Earle, a son of Gen. Earle 
of S. C. 

■ I-- 

2. Laura, m. Wm. H. Jack, a distinguished lawyer and 
public man of Texas. 

3. James E., m. (1) Mary Evans, dau. of J. Evans; 
(2) Miss Carter. He was a Brig.-Gen. C.S.A. De¬ 
scendants in Waco, Texas. 

4. Louisa, m. Dr. Wells A. Thompson of Waco, Texas. 

5. John Hampton, d. at 22; graduate of Medical Col¬ 
lege of University of Penn. 

6. Isham, m. Julia, dau. of Gov. Whitfield of Miss., 
resided in Columbus, Miss. Was a colonel in the 
late war and was killed at the head of his regiment 
at the bloody battle of Harrisburg. 

7. Richard, m. Mary, dau. of Daniel Ragsdale, of Aber¬ 
deen. Was a physician and colonel of C.S.A. 

8. Thomas, m. Sallie McDonald, resided in Waco, 
Texas. Was a Brig.-Gen. of Cav., C.S.A.; lawyer. 

9. William Kelly. Was a lawyer. Died prior to 1861. 

10. Harriet Kelly, m. William E., son of James Evans, 
Aberdeen. 

11. Moses Kelly, m. Mary, dau. of Gen. B. M. Bradford, 
of Aberdeen; was a surgeon in the late war. Re¬ 
sided at Deerbrook, Miss., where he has descend¬ 
ants. 

12. Mary, m. Dr. Matt Clay, of Deerbrook, Miss. She 
is dead. Dr. Clay still resides at his elegant home. 

Y. MOSES KELLY (son of Moses) was b. May 21, 1810 
in S. C. Coming with his parents to Jefferson County, on 
Nov. 18, 1828, he married Diza Peeler. He was a farmer 
but early took an interest in public affairs. On Aug. 13, 
1832 he was commissioned Sheriff of the County, an office 
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he held until Aug. 25, 1841. In 1836 he was in the lower 
House of the Legislature from Jefferson; and was in the 
Senate by successive elections in 1843, 1847, 1851 and 1853. 
He was elected Probate Judge May 14, 1856, and served 
until May 5, 1862. During the Mexican War he raised a 
Company of volunteers from Jefferson but they saw no 
active duty. The old roll of this Company is on file in the 
office of the Adjutant General of Alabama. He d. Sept. 25, 
1865. He and his wife are both buried at Elyton, Ala. Mr. 
Kelly ‘was a man of practical ways, great influence, popu¬ 
larity, experience and integrity.’ Children: 

1. Gershom, b. 1831; 3rd Sgt. in Capt. Burt Martin’s 
Company, 10th Ala. Regiment. Wounded at Get¬ 
tysburg, July 2, and d. July 11, 1863. 

2 . James, d. in Jefferson County. 

3. Moses, now resides at Lyle Station, Tenn. 

VI. ISHAM HARRISON KELLY (son of Moses) graduat¬ 
ed at the University of Alabama, class of 1834, taking his 
degree of A.M. He was prepared for the bar and about 
1839 located at Carrollton. Here he practiced his profes¬ 
sion with success. His health becoming impaired he went 
to Cuba for recuperation. He, however, rapidly declined, 
and died in the island about 1844. His wife was Elizabeth 
Herbert, dau. of John Herbert and Harriet Waters. Mr. 
Herbert was of Lowndes County but after his death his 
widow moved to Tuscaloosa. Later she married J. R. Haw¬ 
thorn of Wilcox County. Mrs. Kelly died about 1847 leav¬ 
ing only two children: 

1. John Herbert Kelly. (See No. VII below) 

2. Rollin, m. and lives in Mobile. 

VII. JOHN HERBERT KELLY (son of Isham Harrison 
Kelly) was born March 31, 1840, in Carrollton, Ala. Al¬ 
though he never married and was little known in the 
county, as a native son his memory has been honored. 
Brewer’s Alabama, page 502, presents the following appre¬ 
ciative memoir of him:” etc., etc. 

Since the above was written, more has been learned about the 
individual members of this family, chiefly from records to which 
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Dr. Owen did not have access. During the Revolution, Gresham 
Kelly served as Captain 1 and also furnished provisions for the 
army. 2 He then resided in Orangeburg District, in South Caro¬ 
lina, 3 the records of which were burned in 1865 by the Federal 
troops under Sherman. By 1790, however, he had removed to 
Greenville County, when he is listed in the first United States 
Census 4 as having in his household two white males over 16, 
including the head of the family (himself), two white males 
under 16, five females and nineteen slaves. His daughter Ann 
was evidently already married by this time. 

His family continued to live in Greenville County during the 
events which led up to the War of 1812. When this crisis in 
our national affairs was reached, he and three of his children 
were dead. His oldest living child was his second son, and third 
child, Moses Kelly, then thirty-seven years old, married and 
with at least five children. He followed in his father’s foot¬ 
steps by raising a company of volunteers and served as its cap¬ 
tain. Details of his service are lacking, due to the burning of 
Washington by the British and of Columbia by Sherman, but 
a muster roll which escaped destruction shows that he was at 
Fort Hawkins, in Georgia, on February 12, 1814, with his com¬ 
pany, and that he had enlisted on January 20, 1814, for six 
months. In June, 1814, when Weatherford surrendered to Gen¬ 
eral Jackson at Fort Jackson, Ala., his company seems to have 
been present under the command of a Captain Williams, which 
probably accounts for the title of “Major” which he was called 
officially later. 5 

The War of 1812 left far-reaching consequences on this sec¬ 
tion of the United States. After the power of the Creek Nation 
was forever broken at the Horseshoe Bend, the Creeks ceded 
their claim to much of the richest part of what is now Alabama. 
The Treaty of Ghent ended all British claims to the country 
south of Canada. The Battle of New Orleans, though fought 
after the treaty of peace was signed, was important as emphatic 
notice to the world that in the South, at least, the American 
frontiersmen would brook no outside interference with the In- 


^Salley’s Stub Entries to Indents for Revolutionary Services, R-T, p. 36. 
s lbid, O-Q, p. 26. 

3 Salley’s History of Orangeburg County, S, C., p, 230. 

4 Census of 1790, p. 70. 

Publications of the Alabama Historical Society, Vol, II, p, 57, 
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dians, nor any inciting of the Indians by foreign nations to out¬ 
rages on the white settlers. In rapid succession, treaties fol¬ 
lowed with the Cherokees, Chickasaws, and Choctaws, removing 
all adverse claims to what is now the center of Alabama, and 
opening the way to its settlement. 

At the same time, the seaboard states were ripe for emi¬ 
gration of their people. The best lands there were settled, fam¬ 
ilies had increased until the land holdings must be further sub¬ 
divided or else some must move on to the new lands. The men 
who had fought with Jackson against England and the Indians 
had returned with glowing accounts of the rich virgin Indian 
country. 0 In vain did Congress pass laws forbidding actual set¬ 
tlement of the newly ceded Indian lands in advance of survey. 
The settlers poured, westward across the Alleghanies, and rap¬ 
idly peopled the great basin. And in this surging tide, the 
South Carolinians were conspicuous. 

There were two main streams of immigration into Alabama, 
one by way of middle Tennessee, and the other across middle 
Georgia into middle Alabama. The Kellys came the first way, 
the Herberts and Waters, General Kelly's maternal ancestors, 
came the latter way. 

So rapidly did the settlers pour into what is now Alabama, 
but then Mississippi Territory, that by 1817 the Territory was 
divided and the eastern part was created into Alabama Terri¬ 
tory. On March 3, 1817, when Alabama Territory was created, 
the area between Montgomery County and the Tennessee River 
was a vast, unsettled wilderness. Settlers poured in so rapidly, 
however, that twenty-two new counties were created before the 
admission of Alabama as a state, Dec. 14, 1819. Among these 
settlers were Major Moses Kelly, the grandfather of General John 
Herbert Kelly, with his younger brother, William Kelly, and his 
brother-in-law, Isham Harrison. 

When they left South Carolina is now unknown. Senator 
William Kelly, had been admitted to the bar, probably in South 
Carolina, and had lived in Tennessee where he had been a Circuit 
Judge, which office he resigned in 1818 and moved to Huntsville, 
Ala. In the next decade, he represented Alabama in Washington 

"Manuscript material and old letters, copies of which are in the pos- 
session of the author. „ . 
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in both houses of Congress, and his county in the State Legisla¬ 
ture where he was Speaker, while his brother, Major Moses Kelly, 
and his brother-in-law, Isham Harrison, were also prominent 
citizens of Jefferson County. 

When and how Major Moses Kelly and Isham Harrison 
moved into Alabama is also unknown. The act of the Legislature 
creating Blount County, approved February 7, 1818, mentioned 
but one man by name. The act itself provided that 'Tor the 
present” all courts of Blount County should be “holden” at the* 
house of Major Kelly in Jones Valley. So it is known that he^ 
came to Alabama before 1818. Blount County as originally 
created extended from the northern line of the present Cullman 
County almost to Montevallo, and from the Sipsey River to the 
Cherokee Indian Boundary, almost to Gadsden. A few days after 
the creation of this County, Governor William Wyatt Bibb, Terri¬ 
torial Governor, commissioned Major Kelly as the first Chief 
Justice of the County, and the Minutes of the Court show that 
the organization of the County was perfected in his home, as 
the temporary courthouse, under his direction as Chief Justice 
of the Quorum. 

The system of county organization and county courts then 
differed from that of today. Then there were few roads, and 
they hardly more than trails, no cities, and no method of easy 
communication. Then an educated man was the (exception, and 
public officials were fewer in number and with more varied 
duties than today. Instead of the division of county govern¬ 
ment between the County Commission, the Probate Judge and 
County Judge, a group of justices composed the County Court, 
or "Quorum,” with one of them designated as the Chief Justice, 
in whom was combined the responsibilities today held by the 
President of the County Commission, the Probate Judge and the 
Judge of the County Court, with no city governments in the 
entire county. But, if the duties were ipore varied and the re¬ 
sponsibilities greater than today, so too was the honor, and the 
Chief Justice of a county was officially, and probably otherwise, 
the most important man in the county. So, in this huge area, 
Major Moses Kelly was selected as the first Chief Justice and 
his home for the first temporary courthouse. 

So rapidly was the new county settled that on December 13, 
1819, the day before Alabama became a state, Blount County 
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was divided and a new county was created from its southern part, 
named Jefferson. Again Major Kelly was called upon by Gover¬ 
nor Bibb to serve as Chief Justice of a new county and to lead 
in its organization. This time, the County was more compact 
in area and the survey of the land had been recently completed 
by the Federal Government, so the settlers could buy their 
homes. The County was organized and well started on its way 
when Major Kelly resigned as Justice and passed to other hands 
the responsibility for carrying on the work he had begun. With 
the exception of serving for awhile as justice of the peace, Major 
Kelly rendered no more public service, officially, and is said to 
have passed his last years quietly at the home of his oldest son. 
Dr. James Kelly, where he died January 9, 1837. He was buried 
there in a cemetery, with others of his friends and neighbors, 
but time wiped out the landmarks and levelled most of the mark¬ 
ers, and when his grave was found a few years ago by Mr. 
W. F. Franke, of Birmingham, his very memory had been so 
forgotten that at first there was question as to the identity of 
the man buried there. Princess Sehoy Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution restored his grave and held memorial 
services there on December 14, 1939, in honor of one of the 
founders of the State. 

Before Major Kelly died, his family had already begun to 
move on to the richer land to the south and west. His brother- 
in-law, Isham Harrison, after representing Jefferson County in 
the State Legislature, moved first to Pickens County, Alabama, 
and later to Mississippi, where both he and his wife, Harriet 
Kelly, died. They seem to have been accompanied as far as 
Pickens County by her nephew, Isham Harrison Kelly, who set¬ 
tled there and was later joined by his elder brother, Gershorn 
Kelly. Their other brothers, Dr. James Kelly and General Moses 
Kelly, Jr., remained in Jefferson County. Dr. James Kelly was 
one of the earliest doctors in the County. He married first Jane 
Jordan, daughter of John and Susan (Lockhart) Jordan, who 
had moved to Marengo County, Ala., from Lincoln County, Ga., 
and after her death he married Sarah, daughter of Capt. Tyler 
Hardyman. Dr. Kelly died in 1840 and was buried beside the 
grave of his first wife in Cedar Hill Cemetery, near Bessemer. 
He was survived by Thomas Adams Kelly, his son by his first 
wife, and James Washington Kelly, by his second wife. The elder 
son went to live with his maternal grandparents in Marengo 
County, and the younger one died in his youth. 
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General Moses Kelly was active in the public affairs of the 
State, serving twice as Sheriff of Jefferson County, representing 
his county in the State Legislature, and four times State Senator 
from his district, and finally as Judge of Probate of his County 
from 1856 to 1862. He was also Brigadier-General in the Ala¬ 
bama Militia. He died in 1865, honored and beloved. Though 
he had three sons, he now has no descendants, it seems. All 
of his sons served in the Confederate Army, one being killed and 
one captured at Gettysburg. In a half century after Major 
Moses Kelly came to Alabama with his four sons, the Kelly name 
had passed from the County which he had organized in his home,, 
in 1818. 

Two sons had moved westward and settled in Pickens Coun¬ 
ty, Alabama. Again, destruction of the county records prevents 
a complete reconstruction of their life history. Some substituted 
records in the County Courthouse, some certified transcripts from 
the now destroyed county records found in other counties, church 
records, and Supreme Court records, however, shed a little light 
on their lives. 

Gershom Kelly, the elder of the two brothers who moved 
to Pickens County, had joined Caanan Baptist Church, in Jeffer¬ 
son County, by baptism on Sept. 25, 1880, and was dismissed by 
letter, with his wife Matilda, on Jan. 20, 1882, along with others, 
to organize a new Baptist church at Ely ton. He was a Justice 
of the Peace in Jefferson County in 1826, 1827, and 1828, and 
perhaps longer; the last deed from him which had been found 
was dated October, 1834, when he was still residing in Jefferson 
County. In 1842, during the month of May, he joined Big Creek 
Baptist Church, in Pickens County, by letter. 7 He was a deacon 
of this church, until his death in 1850. His house still stands, in 
very bad repair, but showing by its good design and careful 
workmanship that it was once a lovely home. Big Creek Church, 
nearby, has been abandoned for years. This building was erected 
in 1843, under the direction of a Committee of which Gershom 
Kelly was a member. After his death, his widow married Col. 
Lewis M. Stone, a prominent lawyer of Western Alabama, who 
represented Pickens County both in the House and Senate, be- 


7 Minutes of the Big Creek Baptist Church, in possession of Hon. M. B. 
Curry, Secretary of the Pickens Baptist Association, Carrollton, Ala. 


I 


SPRING ISSUE, 1947 


23 


ing Speaker of the House of Representatives. His house also 
still stands in Carrollton. Gershom Kelly died without issue. 

Isham Harrison Kelly, the father of General John Herbert 
Kelly, was born in Greenville District, South Carolina, also, and 
seems to have been the youngest child of Major Moses Kelly. 
He probably came to Pickens County with his aunt Harriet and 
her husband, Isham Harrison, for he entered the University of 
Alabama in 1832 as from Pickens County. 8 One can but wonder 
if his mother had not died when he was young leaving him to 
the care of this aunt, about whom some charming little stories 
are still extant. Certainly his father and two of his brothers 
never left Jefferson County to live, and the brother who later 
moved to Pickens County was still living in Jefferson County 
in 1834. The Harrisons, however, seem to have left Jefferson 
County earlier, and did not move to Noxubee County, Mississippi, 
until 1832. 

Isham Harrison Kelly entered the University of Alabama in 
1832, the first student from Pickens County, and was graduated 
in the third class which was graduated from that institution, 
in 1834; among his class-mates was Clement Comer Clay, Jr., 
son of Governor Clay, and himself later United States Senator 
from Alabama, the husband of the “Belle of the Fifties,” and a 
martyr to the cause of the Confederacy. In 1838, he received 
the degree of Master of Arts from the University, and on May 1, 
1839, he married Miss Elizabeth R. Herbert, daughter of John 
Herbert and his wife, Harriet Waters, both of distinguished 
South Carolinian ancestry. John Herbert was traditionally de¬ 
scended from the Earls of Pembroke, and his wife from a cele- 
brated officer of the American Revolution. John Herbert died 
and his widow later married Hon. Joseph R. Hawthorne, of Wil¬ 
cox, uncle of the noted Baptist preacher and of Gen. A. T. Haw¬ 
thorne, of Arkansas. Elizabeth (Herbert) Kelly had two close 
relatives in the Congress of the United States a few years later, 
Philemon Thomas Herbert, of California, and W. W. Boyce, of 
South Carolina, representing states on opposite sides of the na- 


8 Seed’s Register of the University of Ala. (1901), p. 40. 
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tion. Later another relative, Hilliary A. Herbert, was Secretary 
of the Navy in the Cabinet of President Cleveland. 

So, we see that John Herbert Kelly was of distinguished 
ancestry on both sides, of families of culture, leaders in their 
own day. If heredity means anything, he was predestined to 
leadership. 



“Hawthorne House/’ Pineapple, Wilcox County, was built by Col. 
J, R. Hawthorne before the War Between the States and is still owned 
by descendants and occupied by his great-granddaughter, Mrs. Hawthorne 
Whitaker. It was in this home that John Herbert Kelly spent his boy¬ 
hood after the death of his parents as Mrs. Hawthorne was his maternal 
grandmother by a former marriage. 
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CHAPTER II 
HIS EARLY LIFE 

Until 1873, when the Law Department of the University of 
Alabama was established, the usual course pursued by candidates 
for admission to the bar in Alabama was to read law under a 
practicing lawyer in preparation for an examination by one of 
the Judges. So Isham Harrison Kelly prepared himself. From 
the fact that he was graduated Master of Arts from the Uni¬ 
versity of Alabama in 1838, the year after his admission to the 
bar of the Supreme Court of Alabama, he probably received his 
legal training also in Tuscaloosa, then the State Capitol. It is 
not now known which lawyer directed his preparation for the bar, 
but indications point to the probability of his having studied 
under Harvey W. Ellis or Judge E. W. Peck. He was admitted, 
on motion, on June 24, 1837, to the bar of the Supreme Court 
of Alabama 0 and became entitled thereafter to practice in all 
the courts in the State. He certainly lived in Tuscaloosa that 
first year after his admission, for, as shown above, he was pur¬ 
suing his studies for the degree of Master of Arts at the Uni¬ 
versity. 10 He probably met his future wife in Tuscaloosa, and 
may have married there on May 1, 1839, but the official record 
of his marriage has not been found. 11 

Isham Harrison Kelly opened his law office in Carrollton 
about 1838 or 1839, and practiced there successfully until his 
death a few years later. His professional card appears, as was 
then customary, in The Pickensville Register 12 of October 5, 
1840, as attorney at law at Carrollton, where he seems to have 
been the only lawyer then practicing, with John M. Cameron at 
Pickensville the only other lawyer in the County at that time. 
Nelson Foot Smith, in his “History of Pickens County, Alabama,” 
published in 1856, says of him : 13 


"Minutes of the Supreme Court “F”. 

“Seed’s Register of the University of Alabama, 1831-1901, p, 40. 
“Original letter from Margaret (Herbert) Marrast, in Ala. Dept, of 
Archives & History. 

“The West Alabamian of July 2 , 1873, in Ala. Dept, of Archives & 
History. 

“Page 263. 
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“Mr. Isham Kelly came to Pickens County from Jefferson 
about 1839, and died here in 1844. He married the daugh¬ 
ter of Mrs. Herbert of Tuscaloosa about 1840, and left her 
a widow with two children. He was a good lawyer and a 
highly respectable man; was a brother of the late Gershom 
Kelly.” 

The case of West & West vs. Kelly's Executors, reported in 
Vol. 19 of the Alabama Supreme Court Reports, 14 also sheds a 
little light on his professional career. In that case, after his 
death, suit was brought by his executors against the firm of 
West & West in the County Court of Pickens County to collect 
a note which read: 

“For and in consideration of services to be performed by 
H. W. Ellis and Isham H. Kelly, attorneys at law, &c., in a 
certain suit in chancery hereafter to be instituted in our 
behalf against David Sloan to remove him as a trustee, we 
promise to pay to them on the first day of January, A. D. 
1842, the sum of two hundred dollars. 

Carrollton, Ala., Dec. 4, A. D. 1840.” 

On the trial, the defendants, West & West, tried unsuccessfully 
to prove that the payment of the note was conditioned on the 
success of the chancery suit, and when the lower court rendered 
judgment in favor of Kelly’s executors, West & West appealed 
to the Supreme Court, where the judgment of the lower Court 
was affirmed. West & West were represented in the Supreme 
Court by Huntingdon as Counsel, while E. W. Peck, a former law 
partner of H. W. Ellis and later justice of the Supreme Court, 
represented Kelly’s Executors. Harvey W. Ellis, the associate 
of Isham H. Kelly in the original case, was one of the leading 
lawyers of Alabama during his lifetime, according to Dr. Owen, 15 
who states that he had come to Alabama from Kentucky in 1823, 
and though twice defeated for Congress he was highly esteemed 
both as a man and as a lawyer. He married a niece of Vice- 
President William R. King, who later accompanied her uncle to 
Paris when he was Minister to France. Ellis died in 1842, two 
years before Isham Harrison Kelly. 


14 Page 353. 

13 Owen J s History of Alabama &c., Vol. Ill, p. 536. 
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Where Isham H. Kelly lived in the town of Carrollton is not 
now known, and as the County records were burned about 1876, 
this may never be known. But it is known that he lived in 
Carrollton, and that his two sons were born there, John Herbert 
Kelly, the elder, on March 31, 1840, and Rollin H. Kelly about 
two years later. Both parents had tuberculosis, and the younger 
son, Rollin, also developed it and died in early manhood. Isham 
H. Kelly went to the Island of Cuba in a vain effort to regain 
his health, but died there sometime in 1844. His wife was so ill 
that her mother took the two small children and reared them. 
It is probable that neither remembered any other parent than 
she and her second husband, for in October of 1847, Elizabeth 
Kelly also died, in Woodville, Mississippi, and the two little boys, 
the elder but seven, were completely orphaned. 

Mrs. Herbert was a woman of unusual charm and ability, 
and faithful to the charge entrusted to her. An analysis of 
the guardianship records so far found reveals that the two little 
orphans never lacked love and solicitous care. They were in¬ 
deed fortunate to have had such a grandmother, and such a 
grandfather as her second husband proved to be. 

For the first few years after their father's death, the 
handling of all financial matters connected with his estate seems 
to have been in the hands of their uncle, Gershom Kelly, under 
the terms of their father's will and then under their mother's 
will. These wills, however, were lost in the destruction of the 
County records, and their exact provisions can not be learned. 
However, on October 8, 1849, according to the records in Jef¬ 
ferson County, Gershom Kelly made his final settlement in 
Pickens County as Executor of the will of Isham H. Kelly, De¬ 
ceased, and paid over to General Moses Kelly, of Jefferson Coun¬ 
ty, as guardian of the two orphans, ten negroes and $4,897.36 in 
money, said to have been derived in part from the sale of real 
estate, the home in Carrollton, no doubt. On April 27, 1850, 
Gershom Kelly also died, and by his will left each of these 
nephews the sum of $200.00, which was paid to their guardian by 
his Executrix. At the May Term, 1852, of the Probate Court 
of Pickens County, his widow and executrix made final settle¬ 
ment of his handling of the estate of "Elizabeth R. H. Kelly's" 
estate, as Executor under her will. A certified transcript of this 
settlement was filed in the Probate Court of Mobile County, from 
which these facts appear. 
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General Moses Kelly, of Elyton, their uncle, was appointed 
their guardian on September 29, 1849, by the Probate Court of 
Jefferson County, and made bond the same day, in the penal sum 
of $1O;0@O;OO with Samuel A. Tarrant, L. G. McMillion and 
Joshua Lacey as his sureties. On November 2, 1849, new bond 
having been required, his bond in the penal sum of $16,000.00 
was approved with George I. Roebuck as additional surety. 

General Kelly continued as their guardian until November 
26, 1851, when he resigned, and Mrs. Herbert was shortly there¬ 
after appointed as guardian by Alexander B. Meek, as Probate 
Judge of Mobile County. From her petition we learn that she 
had had the sole care of these children since the death of their 
father, and that they were then in a school where she had 
placed them. 

In 1852, Mrs. Herbert married Hon. Joseph Richard Haw¬ 
thorne, of Conecuh County, the license being issued in Mobile 
County on April 19, but no return of it was made. Mr. Haw¬ 
thorne was then living at Bellville, and was the son of the first 
Chief Justice of Conecuh County and the brother of Rev. Kedar 
Hawthorne, the famous Baptist Preacher, whose sons, Dr. J. B. 
Hawthorne and Gen. A. T. Hawthorne, have won enduring fame. 
Mr. Hawthorne was prominent in the affairs of Conecuh County, 
where he lived until 1854, when he removed to Pineapple, in 
Wilcox County. Later he twice represented Wilcox County in. 
the State Legislature. 

, After his marriage to Mrs. Herbert, who was his third wife, 
he became the guardian of her grandchildren in her right, under 
the laws of that day. General Kelly's final settlement as their 
guardian was made July 21, 1852, in the Probate Court of Jef¬ 
ferson County, and the Court Minutes show that he paid over, 
in open Court, to Mr. Hawthorne as succeeding guardian in right 
of his wife the money of the children. The net balance as paid 
over was $5,775.64, nearly one thousand dollars more than he 
had received when he became guardian. 

On February 9, 1855, Mr. Hawthorne filed in the Probate 
Court of Mobile County, an accounting of this guardianship. 
This petition was executed in Wilcox County. The details of this- 
settlement are interesting, and show both the loving care be¬ 
stowed on these children and also much of the life of that period. 
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This is the last settlement found in Mobile County. No doubt 
the guardianship was removed to Wilcox County, where the 
grandparents then lived. The Wilcox County records have not 
been examined as yet, and will shed more light on John Herbert 
Kelly's boyhood when fully searched. A wealth of interesting 
detail is contained in the records already found, and it is a regret 
that time does not permit the copying of these records in full 
into this account. 

j 

From vouchers filed, we learn that the boys were taught, 
during part of the time, by A. S. Vijus and by William S. Foster, 
with both of whom they boarded while being educated, and that 
they also attended the Bellville Academy, as day pupils, then 
under the principalship of M. B. Coles. This Academy was a 
well-known ante-bellum school. It would be interesting to know 
where and by whom John Herbert Kelly was educated during 
the period from 1855, when he was at Bellville Academy, until 
he entered the United States Military Academy. 

Another interesting voucher is for dental work on the boys 
by Shaw & Savier, at 87 and 89 Dauphin Street, in Mobile, in 
December, 1854. For “John Kelly & Brother," eleven gold fill¬ 
ings, cleaning teeth, extractions, powder and brushes came to 
a total of $50.00. 

There is a series of bills for clothing, from which one learns 

how the boys progressed from one style of clothing to another, 

and anyone who has exer witnessed the pleasure of a small boy 

when he receives his first pair of boots feels again that pleasure 

when reading on one of these bills “To 2 pr. of Boots $5.00." At 

the shoe prices of that day, these must have been beautiful boots! 

* 

Not the least instructive among the vouchers are those 
itemized accounts of expense to and from Court at Carrollton 
and Elyton. There were two such vouchers in the Partial Set- 
tlemept of 1855. Because of the light they shed on a by-gone 
day, they are copied in full. 
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“May 10th, 1852. 

To passage up the Bjgby on the Sarah $8.00 each ...... $16.00 

Paid for Hack hire to Carrelton....-—. 3.50 

Tavern Bill at Gardner’s....— 5.00 

Stage fair at Tuskaloosa..—..... 6.00 

do to Eliton..........- 10.00 

Supper at Tuskaloosa.........-. L00 

Tavern Bill at Eliton_-_...- 5.00 

Stage fare Back to Tuskaloosa--- 10.00 

Passage on hack to Greensborough----- 10.00 

Tavern Bill in Tuskaloosa at the pidean (?) Queen- 5.00 

Supper at Greensborough------- L00* 

Tavern Bill at Selma----- 6.00 . 

Stage fair from Greensborough to Selma... 4.00 

Passage on the Boat from Selma to Bridgeport...- 3.00 


Expenses from Bridgeport to Bellville in Conecuh County.— 11.50 


$97.00”' 


“July 15th, 1852. J. R. Hawthorn’s expenses the second trip 


Passage from Mobile to Selma..._____$ 5.00 

Tavern Bill at Selma_____ 2.50 

Stage fair to Tuskaloosa____ 8.00 

Tavern Bill at Tuskaloosa____ 1.50 

Hack hire to Eliton________ 12.00 

Board Eliton______ 4.50 

Hack hire to Mountavalla.__—___ 5.00 

Paid on the Rail Road to Selma____—.. 3.00 

Passage from Selma to Claibourne___ 4.00 

Hack Hire to Bellville_____ 4.00” 


Both in the time required and in the cost of the journey, condi¬ 
tions have certainly changed since 1852. 

There are other interesting vouchers for the expenses of 
medical attention for the negroes belonging to the boys, items 
which would be a revelation to many today, especially to those 
who think of slavery as a condition of exploitation of helpless 
people. Other vouchers are for supplies of various kinds for these 
negroes. 

One familiar with the handling of guardianships can but be 
impressed by the failure to charge up to the children many 
things which could have been properly charged, and the settle¬ 
ment gives a definite impression that the grandparents only 
charged up enough to cover what had to be paid out in cash on 
the boys’ property, with only such items for the boys as would 
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balance the interest charged the guardian for handling the 
estate under the system of that time. The estate of the chil¬ 
dren kept growing because most of their expenses were not 
charged against it. And this fact gives a definite impression 
of a childhood spent among pleasant surroundings, and in an 
atmosphere of love. This is our last glimpse of Rollin Kelly 
until 1866, when we find him living in Mobile. In 1898, we 
learn that he had died leaving two daughters who moved to 
Galveston, Texas. 

John Herbert Kelly was admitted to the United States Mili¬ 
tary Academy on July 1, 1857, by appointment of Hon’ Philemon 
Thomas Herbert of Mariposa, California. The records of the 
War Department, in Washington, show that, at the time of his 
admission, John Herbert Kelly stated that his age was seventeen 
years and three months, that his birthplace was Alabama, and 
his legal guardian was Mrs. Harriet Hawthorne, of Pineapple, 
Alabama. 

The course at West Point at that time was a five year one, 
and he was in the Class of 1862. As a cadet, he seems to have 
done his best work in languages,—Spanish, French, and English, 
—but he passed all his work in the fifth, fourth and third class 
courses, and was in the second class course when he resigned, 
and had War not come, he would have graduated in due course 
in 1862.“ 

As the war clouds gathered in 1860, the cadets in the Acad¬ 
emy kept abreast of the times, and as the Southern States 
seceded from the Union, one by one, the cadets from those States 
usually followed their States and resigned from the Academy. 

Immediately following the election of President Lincoln, 
in 1860, the Governor of Alabama called a special election, to 
be held on December 24, 1860, of delegates to a convention to 
consider secession, under a previous instruction from the State 
Legislature. He also sent Commissioners to the other Southern 
States to consider as to their future course in the crisis which 
faced them. Anticipating secession, the Governor also caused 
the two United States forts at the entrance to Mobile Bay and 
the Arsenal at Mount Vernon to be occupied by State troops. 

“Records ol the United States Military Academy, in the War Depart- 
ment, Washington, D. C, 
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On December 29, 1860, John Herbert Kelly resigned from 
the United States Military Academy, and came home to cast his 
fortunes with his State. It is interesting to note that in his 
short military career which followed he outstripped, not only 
his class-mates in both armies, but so many who had already 
completed the course there. Even the famed John Pelham, of 
the Class of 1861, who resigned later in the Spring of 1861, rose 
no higher than Major in the Confederate Army, while John 
Herbert Kelly, who was younger and also lacked a year and a 
half of completing the course, was already a brigadier-general 
and acting as major-general when killed at Franklin, Tenn. 

With the close of 1860, John Herbert Kelly put behind him 
this part of his life, and returned to Alabama, to follow his 
State into War. His life henceforth would be devoted to his 
State, and in less than four years more, his career would be 
finished. Truly a momentous decision for one twenty years old.;' 
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CHAPTER III 

UNDER A NEW FLAG OF A NEW NATION 

It would be interesting now to know the details of that last 
Christinas at West Point and of that journey home from the 
United States Military Academy. Then it was a long, tedious 
journey from West Point to southern Alabama, and New Year’s 
Day of 1861 found him en route home to give his services to his 
State in this crisis. ‘ We can imagine the tense farewells at the 
Academy and the intense excitement throughout the whole 
United States at that time; we can picture the slow trains with 
frequent stops, the going out on the platforms at each stop to 
learn the latest news, and finally the arrival at home, with its 
once peaceful atmosphere now changed to one of turmoil and 
excitement. 

Montgomery was now the State Capital. The Independent 
State of Alabama, after about a month’s separate existence, 
joined her sister States in organizing The Confederate States 
of America, and, on February 18, 1861, Jefferson Davis of Mis¬ 
sissippi was inaugurated as President of the new nation there in 
Montgomery, as the Capital of the Confederacy. The Provisional 
Congress of the new nation was then in session in Montgomery. 

On March 15, 1861, Leroy Pope Walker, as Secretary of 
War, sent to the Congress the nomination of John Herbert Kelly, 
of Alabama, as Second Lieutenant in the Artillery Corps of the 
Confederate Army, and he was commissioned the next day, to 
take rank immediately. 17 

The Governor of Alabama, before the organization of the 
Confederate Government, had sent State troops to occupy Fort 
Morgan and Fort Gaines, at the mouth of Mobile Bay, and the 
United States Arsenal at Mount Vernon. An interesting account 
of Fort Morgan and of the life among the troops there appeared 
in The Gainesville Independent of February 9, 1861. These forts 
were now held by the Confederate Government, and Colonel Wil¬ 
liam J. Hardee, late major in the United States Army and himself 
a graduate of West Point, was sent to command Fort Morgan. 
Lt. Kelly was assigned to his command, and accompanied him. 


17 Journals of the Provisional Congress, Vol. I, pp. 154-155. 
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There followed a short period of intense activity. The old 
fort was overhauled and put into an efficient condition. Then 
Col. Hardee's area of command was enlarged to include all ap¬ 
proaches to Mobile Bay from as far as Grant's Pass. The former 
United States Cutter, Morgan, was assigned to him, and he was 
authorized to erect batteries at such points as he deemed neces¬ 
sary for perfect defence and security. He had the buildings at 
Ship Island burned, in which Lt. Kelly participated, and the forts 
fully manned and effectively armed. The defence of Mobile 
was made so nearly impregnable that only at the last of the 
War, when both men and ammunition were almost exhausted, 
was the enemy able to take Mobile, even with a concerted attack 
in force. 

Colonel Hardee was soon promoted to Brigadier-General of 
Confederate Provisional forces and sent to Arkansas to take 
command of an area lying west of the White and Black Rivers 
and extending from the Arkansas River to the Missouri State 
line. When he left Fort Morgan for his new command, he took 
Lieutenant Kelly with him as an aide. 

They arrived at Memphis on June 25th, where they stayed 
until after July 3rd. They then went to Little Rock. John 
Herbert Kelly had now left Alabama and Alabama troops. Hence¬ 
forth he was to serve chiefly with troops from other States, their 
hero and idol, highly valued by his superiors and desired in every 
command of the Western Army, and destined never again to live 
in his beloved Alabama. 

At this period of his life, John Herbert Kelly is described 
as “very reserved in his manner, very tall and slender and fine 
looking." 18 Another describes him as “a young man of slight fig¬ 
ure, fair complexion, light hair and mustache," 10 and his only 
existing photograph bears out these descriptions. 20 

In Little Rock, General Hardee proceeded with his plans for 
carrying out the orders given him. Volunteers were organized 
and equipped, and preparations for the inevitable war proceeded 
with dispatch. In the organization of troops recruited in Ar- 

18 Letter from Mrs. Margaret (Herbert) Marrast in Ala. Dept, of 
Archives & History. 

“DuBose’s General Wheeler & the Army of Tennessee, 308-311. 

^Miller’s Photographic History of the Civil War, Vol. X, p. 259. 
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kansas, Lieutenant Kelly was made an officer of the 8th Arkan¬ 
sas Regiment. It is interesting to note that another Arkansas 
Regiment was commanded by A. T. Hawthorne, nephew of his 
step-grandfather, who later as General Hawthorne was one of Ar¬ 
kansas’ heroes. 

On July 22, 1861, General Hardee established headquarters 
at Pittman’s Ferry. He was soon ordered into Missouri, with 
St. Louis as eventual objective. Leaving some of his troops at 
Pittman’s Ferry, Hardee advanced with his main body of troops, 
among them the 8th Arkansas, and John Herbert Kelly. 

On July 30, 1861, Hardee reached Pocohontas, Ark., and 
on August 4, he advanced to Greenville, Mo., where he was in¬ 
formed the enemy had left Ironton for Greenville. Needing food 
and provisions sorely, and his requisitions not being filled, Hardee 
had to fall back to a point midway between Greenville and Pitt¬ 
man’s Ferry. He advised General Gideon Pillow of the situation, 
and fell back towards Pittman’s Ferry, by way of Pocohontas. 
When but ninety miles from Pittman’s Ferry, he received orders 
to join General Pillow at Greenville, Mo., which he did. John 
Herbert Kelly participated in all of these movements. 

On August 20, 1861, the same day that General Hardee 
arrived in Greenville, General Sterling Price, of the Missouri 
State Guard, issued a proclamation to the people of Missouri, 
in which he stated that the object of his army was to “protect 
the homes, rights, dignity and honor of Missouri. With the aid 
of our gallant Southern brethren, who have come into our State, 
we have achieved a glorious victory over the enemy and scat¬ 
tered far and wide the well-appointed army which the usurper 
at Washington has been more than six months gathering for 
your subjugation and enslavement.” However, resources and co¬ 
operation were so lacking that General Hardee questioned the 
advisability of forcing a battle. It was a time of stress and 
strain, and the proposed campaign was discontinued, and Gen¬ 
eral Hardee returned to his headquarters at Pittman’s Ferry on 
September 3, 1861. 

Here he endeavored to secure clothing for his men and 
organized his command. In the reorganization, John Herbert 
Kelly was appointed Major of the 14th (McCarver’s) Regiment 
of Arkansas Infantry, with rank from September 23rd. In Oc- 
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tober, he is found again in the 8th Arkansas, with the rank of 
Captain and assistant adjutant-general. Wherever there seems 
to have been a need for his services, he is found, and his willing¬ 
ness to disregard rank and promotions is striking. 


General Hardee was advised by Major-General Polk, com¬ 
manding Department Number 2, of which Arkansas and Missouri 
were a part, that in the event there was a campaign against 
Memphis, General Hardee should move to join in the concentra¬ 
tion of troops in Mississippi under General Albert Sidney John¬ 
ston. General Hardee thereupon ordered Colonel Patrick Cle¬ 
burne to move with his regiment and repair the road to Point 
Pleasant, on the Missouri Eiver, where Hardee’s troops were to 
join Albert Sidney Johnston. John Herbert Kelly’s Eighth Ar¬ 
kansas was engaged, under Cleburne, in this wearisome job of 
road repairing. There was much sickness among the men, as 
shown by the reports on file in the War Department. On Sep¬ 
tember 24, 1861, General Hardee reported to General Johnston 
“the last detachment of my command will start tomorrow for 
Point Pleasant, which place I hope my entire command will reach 
in nine days from that date.” 

Hardee’s troops, consisting of the Third Confederate, the 
Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Arkansas, McCarver’s Regi¬ 
ment and McCann’s Battery of Artillery, marched by land to 
Point Pleasant, Mo., and thence were transported by boat to 
Columbus, Ky. From Columbus, they were ordered, in October, 
to Bowling Green. Here a re-organization of troops again took 
place. General Hardee was assigned the Third Arkansas Brigade, 
composed of the Seventh (Shaver’s) and Eighth (Kelly’s) Regi¬ 
ments, a battalion of the Ninth (Bradley’s) Regiment, and Alli¬ 
son’s Nineteenth Tennessee Regiment. John Herbert Kelly was 
now Major of the 3rd Battalion of the Eighth Arkansas Regi¬ 
ment, which remained at Bowling Green, Ky., until February 
following (1862). 


The fall of Fort Henry and Fort Donelson, on the 2nd and 
14th of February, 1862, was a lamentable disaster which changed 
the situation in Kentucky. Grant’s possession of the Tennessee 
River cut off Columbus and separated Bowling Green from Nash¬ 
ville. This made it necessary for the entire Confederate army 
in Kentucky to fall back to another line to protect Memphis. 
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Before the fall of Fort Donelson, every preparation for the re¬ 
treat from Bowling Green had been quietly made. The retreat 
occurred during the worst month of the year in that climate, 
with rain and snow, and with the thermometer below zero at 
night. Shaver’s Brigade, including the 8th Arkansas Regiment 
now under Major John Herbert Kelly, guarded the rear on this 
retreat, being shelled by the artillery of Buell’s advance while 
the last trains of Confederate stores were being loaded. Before 
leaving, this rear guard burned the depot and took down the 
telegraph wires, by orders of General Hardee. One night, they 
stood to arms all night because of a report that a large force 
of Buell’s army was on their heels. Instead of Buell’s army, this 
force proved to be Helm’s Kentucky Cavalry coming in the rear 
by an unexpected order to advance. This was made known to 
General Sterling A. M. Wood, of Alabama, who had now been 
placed in command of the brigade. General Wood refused to 
wait for the rear guard, and for this reason Colonel Shaver ap¬ 
plied for, and received, a transfer of his own regiment (Seventh 
Arkansas) from this brigade into Hindman’s Brigade. On Feb¬ 
ruary 16th, the last of the wearied columns passed through 
Nashville, and two days later the main body of the command 
was at Murfreesboro. On March 28th, the march was resumed 
to Decatur, through Shelbyville and Fayetteville. At each of 
these points, General Albert Sidney Johnston halted to bring 
up his impedimenta. Then General Johnston moved to Corinth, 
Miss., where he joined General Beauregard. This place was of 
especial importance in the war strategy of that time because the 
Mobile & Ohio Railroad crossed the Memphis & Charleston Rail¬ 
road at this point. En route, General Johnston had telegraphed 
to the Secretary of War from Huntsville (March 5th): The 
advance will reach Decatur in three days. Cleburne’s Brigade 
and two regiments and battalion of cavalry left at Shelbyville, 
under General '^Hardee, to forward pork, and then rejoin main 
body.” Cleburne had as yet seen but little of the “Pride of 
glorious War.” Constructing plank roads through the lowlands, 
a depressing and painful retreat in the winter, and now guarding 
and “forwarding pork” in the rear were attended by no “pomp 
and circumstance.” In all of these, the youthful Major John 
Herbert Kelly had done his full share. Now, to add to the general 
gloom, came news of the defeat of Van Dorn on March 7th at 
Elkhorn Tavern in Arkansas, and the death of McCullough and 
McIntosh. 
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From official reports, the organization of the Army of 
the Mississippi, on April 6 and 7, 1862, under General Albert 
Sidney Johnston, as commander, was in four corps, under Gen¬ 
erals Polk, Bragg, Hardee and Breckinridge. The Arkansas com¬ 
mands were chiefly in the Third Corps, under General Hardee. 
This Corps was made up of the following commands: 

First Brigade, Brigadier-General T. C. Hindman, Col. R. G. 

Shaver; 

Second Arkansas, Col. D. C. Gowan, Maj. 
R. F. Harvey; 

Sixth Arkansas, Col. A. T. Hawthorne; 

Seventh Arkansas, Lieut.-Col. J. M. Dean,. 
Maj. J. T. Martin; 

Third Confederate, Col. J. S. Marmaduke; 
Swett's Mississippi Battery. 

Second Brigade, Brigadier-General Patrick R. Cleburne; 

Fifteenth Arkansas, Lieut.-Col. A. K. Pat¬ 
ton ; 

Sixth Mississippi 

Second Tennessee 

Fifth Tennessee 

Twenty-third Tennessee 

Twenty-fourth Tennessee; 

Trigg's and Calvert's Arkansas Batteries,. 
Capt. Shoup. 

Third Brigade, Brigadier-General S. A. M. Wood; 

Eighth Arkansas, Col. W. K. Patterson; 

Ninth (Fourteenth) Arkansas Battalion, 
Maj. J. H. Kelly; 

and Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee and 
Georgia Commands. 


After the fall of Fort Donelson, General Grant was replaced 
a£ commander of the Union forces and General W. T. Sherman 
took command at Pittsburg Landing, The Federal forces planned 
to make Pittsburg Landing a mere starting point for Corinth. 
General Johnston determined now to attack, partly because he 
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desired to return the blow of Fort Donelson, but also because 
there was such an excessive motrality from sickness in his army 
that it was deemed better that the men should die in battle 

than to perish miserably from disease. The battle of Shiloh was 
the result. 

On the evening of April 2nd, 1862, General Hardee led with 
the Third Corps in the march toward the landing, and by day¬ 
light of the 5th he was in position. But as late as half-past 
twelve on the 5th, the left wing of Bragg’s Corps had not ap¬ 
peared. The Federals were in blissful ignorance that an oppos¬ 
ing army was drawn up in sight of their lines. At four o’clock, 
too late to give battle, a consultation of the Confederates closed 
with General Johnston quietly remarking, “We shall attack them 
at daylight tomorrow.” The real fighting was now to begin 
for these Arkansas troops. The young Major Kelly had organ¬ 
ized and drilled troops, built and repaired roads, served as rear¬ 
guard on a hard retreat, and “forwarded pork.” Now he was to 
receive his real baptism of fire in the bloody battle at Shiloh, 
the greatest conflict of arms that the New World had ever seen 
up to that time. 
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CHAPTER IV 

SHILOH 

On Sunday morning, of April 6, 1862, the bloody battle of 
Shiloh began. General Hardee was now commanding a corps, 
composed of three brigades, under Generals Hindman, Cleburne 
and Wood, respectively. The Arkansas regiments which had 
formerly composed his brigade were divided between these bri¬ 
gades, with some scattered commands from Georgia, Alabama, 
Tennessee and Mississippi. Major John Herbert Kelly was in 
command of the Ninth Arkansas Battalion, attached to the Third 
Brigade, under Brigadier-General Sterling A. M. Wood. This 
battalion consisted of Companies A, B, C and D, 122 men in all, 
of whom 62 were killed or wounded in this battle. Of Major 
Kelly himself, it was said that he “seemed to have a charmed 
life.” 21 

i - 

■j ' 1 

On Sunday morning, a spirited fire occurred between Gen¬ 
eral Wood’s pickets and the enemy. The Brigade was ordered 
forward by General Hardee. Colonel McKain’s Fifty-sixth Ten¬ 
nessee Regiment was ordered up and placed on the right, and 
at the same time the Eighth Arkansas and Major Kelly’s Bat¬ 
talion of the Ninth Arkansas were deployed as skirmishers to 
relieve Major Hardcastle. 

" General Wood was informed that the enemy was on the 
left and in the rear of his present position with a battery placed 
in the rear of their encampments. He was unable to see any 
of these troops, however. Under these circumstances, he placed 
Colonel Patterson and Major Kelly on the left of the Twenty- 
seventh Tennessee. He sent word to Brigadier-General Hind¬ 
man, in command of the Division, who immediately brought his. 
Brigade, commanded by Colonel Shaver, to Wood’s support and 
ordered General Wood to charge the battery. General Wood gave 
the command in person to Major Kelly, and sent it to the Six¬ 
teenth Alabama and the Forty-fourth Tennessee. 

Across an open field from three hundred to four hundred 
yards wide, the troops of the Third Brigade made their way under 
a galling fire of shot and shell. The enemy was driven from th& 


^Confederate Military History, Vol, X, p. 329. 
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hill and the battery of six pieces taken, but not without great 
loss for the Confederates. As the Brigade advanced, two regi¬ 
ments of troops came up in the rear and the men fired without 
orders. Five of Major Kelly’s Battalion were killed, at the first 
fire, and others were wounded. 

General Cleburne’s Second Brigade had been formed in line 
of battle on the left of Hardee’s Division; this Brigade consisted 
of the Twenty-second Tennessee, the Sixth Mississippi, the Fifth 
Tennessee, the Twenty-fourth Tennessee, the Fifteenth Arkansas 
and the Second Tennessee. After forming these regiments, he 
advanced with the Division against the enemy. Keeping proper 
distance from and regulating his movements by those of General 
Wood’s Brigade, which was on his right, his Brigade also ad¬ 
vanced. Trigg’s Battery followed near the right of his Brigade, 
but left him after the first encounter. Continuing to move for¬ 
ward, the Fifteenth Arkansas engaged the enemy’s skirmishers 
and drove them in on their first line of battle. 

Being in sight of the enemy’s encampments, the Sixth Mis¬ 
sissippi and one of the Tennessee regiments charged through 
these encampments. A quick and bloody repulse under the ter¬ 
rible fire was the consequence. The Tennessee Regiment rallied 
one hundred yards in the rear. The Sixth Mississippi, unaided, 
again charged the enemy’s line, and only stopped its forward 
rush when the regiment had lost three hundred officers and men, 
killed and wounded, out of an aggregate of four hundred and 
twenty-five, and retreated, in disorder, over its own dead and 
dying. 

The Second Tennessee came up on the left and charged 
through a murderous cross-fire. William R. Dook fell mortally 
wounded and Colonel B. W. Bate had his leg broken by a minie 
ball. Tennessee can never mourn for a nobler band than fell 
that day. - 

This was the first battle in which Cleburne’s men had ever 
been engaged. They, led the advance of the Confederate Army 
on Shiloh, and had repulsed the enemy cavalry on the Friday 
before. Their losses were heavy, but they covered themselves 
with glory. On the morning of April 6th, his brigade, including 
Trigg’s and Calvert’s Batteries, had numbered 2,700 men; out of 


SPRING ISSUE, 1947 


43 


this number he lost 1,000 killed and wounded and 32 missing 
.during this first day. 

Colonel Patterson, of the Eighth Arkansas, connected his 
regiment with the remnants of the two regiments of General 
Cleburne’s Brigade, and fought until noon. The Twenty-third 
Tennessee, under Lieutenant-Colonel Neill, meantime, had joined 
these. After moving forward half a mile, they were fired upon 
by the enemy and first the skirmishers and then the main body 
was engaged heavily, the Fifteenth Arkansas excepted. Their 
.ammunition became exhausted, and General Cleburne sent back 
a strong fatigue body for more, which they brought back on 
their shoulders in boxes, up and down the steep hills for more 
than a mile. 

During the night, it rained heavily. Shells from the enemy’s 
gun boats burst close around Cleburne’s men, but fell chiefly 
among the Union wounded, who were strewn thickly between 
Cleburne’s camp and the River. History records few instances 
of more reckless disregard of human life of an army by its own 
Commander than this. 

On the next day, Monday, April 7th, Cleburne received orders 
from General Hardee to advance on the Bark road. Cleburne’s 
Brigade had now been reduced from 2,700 men to 800. About 
.a half mile away, on his left, troops could be seen moving from 
every direction and passing in the rear of the enemy’s lines. 
Some heavy fighting commenced in this direction, and Colonel 
Kelly, as he is called in the official reports, rode up and .in¬ 
formed General Cleburne that they were enemies. 

General Wood’s Brigade, on Monday morning, had been 
formed in line of battle by Colonel Patterson, later receiving 
orders from General Beauregard to move forward and take posi¬ 
tion on the right of a line of troops formed in the woods to the 
left and rear. This Brigade was ordered by General Beauregard 
to the left of Shiloh Church. Later orders were received from 
General Bragg to take position on the right. The Brigade, which 
was small, was met in front and on the right of Shiloh Church. 
The charge was most gallantly made, across a pond of water, 
in some places waist deep. Major Kelly here displayed the great¬ 
est gallantry. He was on the right, and dashed through the 
pond, then sat on horseback, in open ground, and rallied his men 
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as they advanced under a terrific fire. No one who saw him that, 
day ever forgot his courage, his superb horsemanship, or his. 
extraordinary quality of leadership. Henceforth, he is numbered 
among the “Wizards of the Saddle,” of all time. 

After the battle of Shiloh, General Wood as commander of 
his Brigade, recommended Major Kelly for promotion for great 
gallantry, “leading the skirmishers on the 6th and 7th and on. 
Monday leading a charge across a deep pond and open field, 
under a most terrific fire.” 

His own report is most matter-of-fact except for one para¬ 
graph, in which he says: 

“The gallant bearing of the officers and men under my 
command could not be surpassed by veterans. They have 
shown themselves to be true patriots, well worthy to serve 
our noble cause. Our battle flag was completely riddled; 
not a string of it is left. With men like these, who will 
bear their flag so gallantly, brilliant triumph is certain.” 

But their gallantry was in vain. Beauregard, withdrawing 
his army in good order from the field at Shiloh, took position 
once more within the defences of Corinth, and called for help 
to stay the advance of Halleck’s fast-gathering forces. Of the 
40,000 men who had followed Johnston out to battle, 30,000 
were again in the army on the 9th of April, but among those lost 
was General Albert Sidney Johnston. Van Dorn, after his defeat 
at Pea Ridge, was hastening from the Trans-Mississippi with the 
remainder of the Army of the West more than twenty thousand 
strong. General Price was already embarking on the White 
River, in Arkansas, and would be in Corinth in less than a week. 
Every available regiment from East Tennessee was sent to Cor¬ 
inth by Kirby Smith and Pemberton, and every man who could 
be spared from the coasts of Georgia and the Carolinas. The 
armies which had been assembled for the defence of New Or¬ 
leans and Pensacola had already been sent to Corinth and had 
fought at Shiloh. Beauregard’s army reached its maximum, 
80,000, and began wasting away by disease. Soon there were in 
the hospitals 18,000 men, and of the rest there were few whose 
health was not affected by the pestilential air and unwholesome 
water of that swamp-surrounded village. Of those who were fit 
for duty, 5,000 were on detached service and 4,000 on extra 
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duty. There, were “present for duty” 53,000 officers and men, 
of whom one-third belonged to the Army of the West and two- 
thirds to the Army of the Mississippi, the former under Van 
Dorn and the latter under Bragg. Polk, Hardee and Breckin¬ 
ridge commanded Corps in the Army of the Mississippi. At the 
same time, the Federal forces amounted to 110,000 fighting men, 
and every day the disproportion between the two seemed to 
grow larger. 

V 

On May 25, 1862, General Beauregard called together Gen¬ 
erals Bragg, Van Dorn, Hardee, Breckinridge and Price, to dis¬ 
cuss the propriety of evacuating Corinth. The matter was 
fully debated, particularly by General Hardee, who urged, with 
great good sense, that Corinth should be forthwith abandoned 
and the army withdrawn southward along the line of the Mobile 
& Ohio Railroad. The necessity for this course had indeed be¬ 
come apparent to everyone, and Beauregard issued the orders 
that night for this evacuation. This evacuation was conducted 
with the utmost secrecy. That the Army was about to withdraw 
was known to very few of the officers until the 29th. That 
night there was a great running of cars. Beauregard still con¬ 
trolled the railroad, and the Confederates were ordered to cheer 
whenever a train arrived, in order to delude Halleck into believ¬ 
ing that the Confederates were being reinforced. By daybreak 
'of May 30th, all of Beauregard's forces, except his cavalry, had 
withdrawn from Corinth. Halleck had been completely deceived. 
When the Federals entered Corinth on the 30th, at 7 o'clock, 
they learned that Beauregard had escaped in safety. On June 
4th, Beauregard was still within 27 miles of Corinth, and nobody 
was pushing him. He was en route to Tupelo, 25 miles farther 
south and 52 miles from Corinth. He lost 4,000 men on the re¬ 
treat, but it is interesting to note that the Army of the West, 

4 

and notably Price's Division, mustered more men “present for 
duty” the day after it reached Tupelo than when it began its 
retreat from Corinth. 


During this period, Major John Herbert Kelly, who had 
fought so fearlessly, enterprisingly and gallantly at Shiloh, was 
promoted to Colonel of the 8th Arkansas, his old regiment. He 
was now twenty-two years old, and had already inculcated the 
feeling that he bore a charmed life. 
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In the re-organization at Tupelo, on June 30, 1862, Beaure¬ 
gard was displaced by General Braxton Bragg as Commander of 
the Army of the Mississippi. General Hardee, now a Major- 
General, commanded the Third Corps, composed of five brigades, 
under command of Col. St. J. R. Liddell, Brigadier-Generals Cle¬ 
burne, S. A. M. Wood, and Marmaduke, and Col. A. T. Hawthorne, 
respectively. The First Brigade, under command of Col. Liddell, 
as acting Brigadier-General, was composed of the Second, Fifth, 
Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Arkansas Regiments, Pioneer Com¬ 
pany and Roberts* Battery, with young Colonel Kelly in com- 
comand of the Eighth Arkansas Regiment. 

Reorganization effected, General Bragg advanced from Tu¬ 
pelo to Chattanooga in July, 1862, where he planned to meet 
General Kirby Smith. Part of his Army, including Hardee’s 
Corps, proceeded by the eastern route, passing the flanks of 
Buell and causing the evacuation by the Federals of middle Ten¬ 
nessee and northern Alabama; they then proceeded into Ken¬ 
tucky, and at Munfordville captured 5,000 Federals. 

At Perryville, Kentucky, on October 7, 1862, General Hardee* 
observed that the enemy were massing against him. Liddell’s 
Arkansas Brigade, including Colonel Kelly’s 8th Arkansas, was 
in advanced position, supporting the cavalry of General Wheeler 
who was drawing the fire of the enemy, many shells falling in 
Liddell’s lines. Wheeler was forced back that night, and the 
next day the battle of Perryville opened with an attack by the: 
Federals which drove in Liddell’s skirmishers. He was soon 
ordered to retire to the main line. 

In the afternoon, the battle raged furiously. The Confed¬ 
erates took the initiative and made a general assault, driving 
back the enemy in disorder. Toward evening, Liddell’s Brigade, 
which had borne the opening shock of battle, was called to give 
the final blow, and a deadly volley was poured in which com¬ 
pleted the rout. General Polk reported : 22 

“That veteran brigade (Liddell’s), under its gallant com¬ 
mander, closed the operations of the day in that part of 
the field with a succession of the most deadly volleys I 


"Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, Ser. I, Vol, 16. 
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ever witnessed. The enemy’s command in their immediate 
vicinity was well-nigh annihilated.” 

Brigadier-General St. John R. Liddell, in his report 23 as com¬ 
mander of the First Brigade of the Third Division, said: 

“While participating in the battle of Perryville, Colonel John 
Herbert Kelly of the Sixth (Eighth) Arkansas, personally 
captured Colonel Goode of the Twenty-third Indiana 
(Colonel Gooding, Twenty-second Indiana) commanding 
brigade. This regiment was said to have caused great 
havoc in Arkansas, and it seems as if retributive justice 
had been meted out to it by the very men most injured by it. 

I take the greatest pleasure in stating that not a 
single instance of lack of gallantry amongst officers or 
privates was observed through the day; on the contrary 
all were fearless in doing their duty, and obeyed orders 
with alacrity.” 

This brilliant exploit of Colonel Kelly’s received frequent 
mention in the accounts of the Kentucky campaign. He was, 
if possible, even more beloved^ by his associates and men after 
this exposition of his personal courage and his willingness to 
lead when the leading was dangerous. 

Now followed Bragg’s memorable retreat out of Kentucky, 
covered by Wheeler’s cavalry, who twenty times encountered the 
enemy. The Confederate army did not get out of the State too' 
soon, for the wet season began, swelling the streams and render¬ 
ing the roads impassable. The retreat would have been disas¬ 
trous had it been longer delayed. 

■* 

The Federals now concentrated at Nashville under Rose- 
crans, who had succeeded Buell, while the Confederates, still 
under Bragg, took their position at Murfreesboro. 


2 ’Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, Ser, I, Vol. 16, p. 1160. 
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CHAPTER V 

CAMPAIGN AROUND MURFREESBORO 

By the latter part of December, 1862, the Confederate forces 
were back from Kentucky and in position at Murfreesboro, in 
middle Tennessee. Colonel Kelly’s regiment, the 8th Arkansas, 
was attached to the Second Brigade of the Second Division of 
Hardee’s Corps, consisting of Breckinridge’s Division and Cle¬ 
burne’s Division, with Jackson’s Brigade as a reserve. Hardee’s 
Corps constituted the right wing of Bragg’s Army. • 

On December 30, 1862, Hardee’s Corps was on the field all 
day and at night was ordered to move his troops to the extreme 
left and to attack at daylight on the morning of December 31st, 
Wednesday. It was bitter cold, on this last of 1862, and the 
Confederates were masters of the field. A bright moon brought 
out in eerie relief the carnage of the day, and made the horrors 
of the war vividly distinct. General Bragg’s headquarters were 
in Murfreesboro, and all churches and public buildings were 
turned into improvised hospitals. 

New Year’s Day was quiet, but the Confederates lost heavily 
on the next day. On the night of January 3rd, Murfreesboro was 
evacuated and General Bragg retreated to Tullahoma, thirty-six 
miles distant, in expectation of an advance by General Rosecrans. 
He did not advance, however, and the army went into winter 
quarters undisturbed. Colonel Kelly’s report, 24 dated January 
7, 1863, at Chattanooga, Tenn., gives the details of his regiment’s 
part in the immediate campaign. He said: 

“I have the honor to submit the following report as to the 
action of my regiment in the late battles at Murfrees- 
borough: 

Early on the morning of December 31, 1862, I received 
orders from the brigadier-general commanding to advance 
with my regiment and to conform to the movements of the 
regiments on my right, which was done by gradually wheel¬ 
ing to the right. A short time after advancing I was 
ordered to throw forward skirmishers to cover my front. 


24 War of the Rebellion, Vol, XX, p. 809. 
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Very soon after the deployment had been made, a brisk 
fire began, and skirmishers soon succeeded in driving back 
those of the enemy; the lines of battle confronted, and 
the contest began. My regiment was posted in an open 
field; the enemy was strongly posted behind a fence. After 
a continued and obtsinate resistance, the order of charge 
was given, (I should have mentioned that at this juncture 
Brigadier-General Rains’ brigade came up on my left), 
which was obeyed with promptness and alacrity. The 
enemy fled in confusion; we pursued rapidly for several 
hundred yards when he rallied to make another stand, but 
the impetuosity with which we followed him up soon 
hurled him again to the rear. As the second charge was 
ordered from this point, he was rapidly pursued for over 
half a mile, when it became necessary for us to halt, in 
order to refill our empty cartridge-boxes. This was soon 
accomplished, and again we moved forward. After pro¬ 
ceeding several hundred yards, we marched by the left 
flank for about one quarter of a mile, and then forward 
to a position several hundred yards in advance in an open 
field; from this point we withdrew to a position in the 
wood, a little to the rear. The next position taken placed 
the left of my regiment on a large field, the remaining 
portion being in the wood. The lines of battle soon met 
again. The fire at this point was very heavy. The enemy 
outflanked my left, but the timely arrival of Swett’s bat¬ 
tery dispersed all apprehension of danger from that quar¬ 
ter. Another charge was made, and the enemy was falling 
back rapidly under heavy fire. At this juncture I was 
wounded and retired from the field. I think it was about 
1:30 p.m. The action of the regiment after this will be 
reported by Lieutenant-Colonel George P. Baucum, to whom 
I turned over the command. 

Lieutenant S. B. Cole, Company I, Lieutenant Calvin. 
East, Company H, and Lieutenant T. H. Beard, Company 
F, fell while gallantly cheering and leading their men to 
victory. Adjt. H. J. McCurdy was also killed, faithful to 
the last. He was always at his post; no shock could dis¬ 
compose him. The coolness, bravery and good judgment 
of this gallant boy is highly commendable. The gallant 



SPRING ISSUE, 1947 


51 


conduct of the noble dead was conspicuous to the whole 
regiment. 

I have the honor to call attention to the gallant con¬ 
duct of First Lieutenant W. M. Bass,. Company E, who 
was wounded in the first fight while bravely cheering his 
men. Captain W. H. Lankford, Company A, and Second 
Lieutenant B. A. Terrett, Company E, also deserve special 
mention for gallantry on the field. 

In the first charge my regiment captured two stands 
of colors. These were handed to me by Private James 
Biddle, Company C, and Corporal N. A. Horn, Company E, 
but, owing to the rapidity of the pursuit, I found it im¬ 
possible to carry them along, and they were left on the field. 
Another stand was also captured, but was left in the same 
manner as the others. 

A full list of killed and wounded will be furnished by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Baucum. 

The regiment during the whole engagement was al¬ 
ways prompt to move at the command. 

\ Very respectfully, 

Jno. H. Kelly 

Colonel Eighth Arkansas Regiment.” 

The report of Major General Patrick R, Cleburne, commanding 
the division, dated January 31, 1863, at Tullahoma, Tenn., re¬ 
ferring to the same engagement, 25 states that on December 31, 
1862, they were stationed near College Grove, west of Murfrees¬ 
boro. 

“The Eighth Arkansas, of Liddell's Brigade, captured two 
stands of colors. They were handed to Colonel John H. 
Kelly on the field by Private James Riddle of Company C 
and Corporal N. A. Horn, of Company E. In the rapid 
pursuit which followed, Colonel Kelly could not carry 
them; they were left on the field, and probably appropriat¬ 
ed by some person, who had no title to them. 


25 Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, Vol. XX, p. 845-847. 
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I advanced with four brigades, disposed as follows: 
Polk’s Brigade on the right, Liddell’s on the left, Smithes 
brigade of Cheatham’s division, the right center, John¬ 
son’s, the left center. I had not moved 100 yards when 
Liddell’s brigade became hotly engaged with a line of the 
enemy drawn up across a neck of woods and prolonged 
into the fields on each side. This I think was a continua¬ 
tion to the left of the same line which my other brigades 
had defeated farther to the right, or it may have been the 
line which had caused the repulse of McCawn’s division 
(just mentioned) and was pursuing. However this be, 
Liddell met the enemy here in force and engaged in the 
most obstinately contested and (to the enemy) the most 
destructive fight which had yet occurred. Not until Lid¬ 
dell had closed within twenty-five paces of him would the 
portion of his line in the woods give way. 

Colonel John H. Kelly of the Eighth Arkansas was. 
wounded here. 


P. R. Cleburne, 
Major-General” 

The report of Brigadier-General St. John R. Liddell, dated Jan¬ 
uary 10, 1863, at Wartrace, Tenn., 26 says, in part: 

“Colonel John H. Kelly, of the Eighth Arkansas, was slightly 
wounded in the arm in a skirmish near Overall Church, in 
the valley of Overall Creek, where so much bravery was 
displayed. The evidence of the undaunted courage of the 
brigade is attested by the fact that nearly one-third of the 
.whole were killed and wounded. Out of a grand total of 
1,709 including the artillery, the brigade now number 
1,108.” 

General Hardee’s report, dated February 28, 1863, at Tullahoma, 
Tenn., gives a more comprehensive picture of this “Stones River 
campaign.” 27 He said: 


*Tbid, Vol. XX, p. 859. 

^Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, Vol. XX, p. 771-776. 
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“After the campaign of Kentucky our forces were collected 
at Murfreesboro, while the enemy of an army of 70,000 
strong, concentrated around Nashville. Murfreesboro is 
situated 30 miles southeast of Nashville. 

On Sunday morning, December 28th, the troops moved 
into line of battle. On Tuesday, the 30th, heavy skirmish¬ 
ing took place on our left between the right of the enemy 
and the command of Lieut.-Gen. Polk. Captain S. P. Chris¬ 
tian of the Texas Rangers (Eighth Texas Cavalry) with 
four companies charged and took a complete battery of 
the enemy with all its guns, caissons, horses and artiller¬ 
ists. By these dashes, 1,500 prisoners fell into our hands. 
Later the divisions of McGowan and Cleburne had driven 
the enemy with great slaughter, for several miles through 
the cedar brakes toward the Nashville turnpike. 

v 

Cleburne was now in advance of Cheatham and With¬ 
ers with Captain T. R. Hotchkiss acting chief of artillery 
of his division placed J. H. Calvert’s and (.) Darden’s 
batteries in position near the Wilkinson turnpike and 
boldly engaged some heavy rifled batteries of the enemy. 
The battle at this point was bloody. 

Cleburne had now driven back all the forces of the 
enemy beyond the Wilkinson road. 

Brigadier-General Liddell attacked the enemy near the 
left of Brigadier-General Johnson, whom he had rejoined, 
and after an obstinate conflict threw them into confusion. 
Here Colonel John Herbert Kelly of the Eighth Arkansas, 
a gallant officer, was wounded.” 

Some idea of * the difference in transportation and ease of 
communication then and now may be gathered from the fact 
that though the fighting occurred between December 28th and 
January 3, General Bragg’s report was not made until March 
11, 1863, when from the headquarters of Army of Tennessee, 
at Tullahoma, he reports : 28 

“I have the honor to forward by the hands of Col. J. H. 
Kelly, Eighth Arkansas Volunteers, Lieut.-Gen. Hardie’s 


28 lbid, Vol, XX, p. 771. 
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Corps, the report of that general of the part taken by his 
corps in the battle of Murfreesboro, December 31 to Jan¬ 
uary 3.” 

Colonel Kelly was given a three weeks furlough because of 
his wound, but at the end of two weeks he was back with his 
regiment, the Eighth Arkansas, in Liddell's Brigade, Cleburne's 
Division, under General Bragg as commanding the Army of Ten¬ 
nessee. General Hardee had retreated to Shelbyville to recruit 
his strength and to fortify his position. 

At this time, General Bragg's headquarters were at Tul- 
lahoma, and the Federals, under General Rosecrans, remained 
at Murfreesboro. Bragg with his army was blocking the Fed¬ 
erals in their attempt to advance toward Chattanooga, which 
controlled Confederate railroad communication between the East 
and West. Chattanooga's strategic importance made it the ob¬ 
jective of all the campaigns of the armies of the Ohio and the 
Cumberland. The middle Tennessee campaign, which resulted 
in forcing the Confederates to evacuate Tullahoma and Shelby¬ 
ville, in Tennessee, and to retire behind the Tennessee River, 
began on Jun 23rd, 1863, was prosecuted in the midst of drench¬ 
ing rains, and terminated on July 4, 1863. 29 

Having received a full and accurate description of the for¬ 
tifications at Tullahoma, where Polk's Corps was intrenched be¬ 
hind a formidable breastworks protected by an abatis of fallen 
trees six hundred yards in width, also at Shelbyville, where 
Hardee had fortified his position with equal engineering skill, 
Rosecrans determined to force the Confederate Army out of its 
works, and, if possible, engage it in the open field. 

A range of hills divides the waters of Duck River from the 
headwaters of Stone's River; these hills are about eleven miles 
from Murfreesboro, running nearly east and west. Several gaps 
pierce the range. Hoover's Gap, nearly north of Wartrace, Lib¬ 
erty Gap, Guy's Gap, and the Railroad Gap were all guarded 
by heavy pickets. Colonel Kelly's regiment, with Cleburne's 
Division, was stationed at Wartrace. 


30 Batt|es and Leaders of the Civil War, Vol. III. 
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Severe skirmishes at these points occurred. Unforeseen 
inclement weather added greatly to the difficulty of the situa¬ 
tion. Horses and mules floundered in the mud, and had to be 
unhitched, after which the already tired infantrymen would drag 
artillery and ammunition wagons through deep morasses. In 
some instances, unhitching the mules was ineffectual and they 
perished in the mud, unable to get out of the deep mire. General 
Bragg again faced his army southward and crossed the Tennes¬ 
see River at Bridgeport, the mouth of Battle Creek and at Kelley’s 
Ferry. The reports give more detail. 30 

“Camp near Chickamauga, July 27, 1863. 

Sir: 


I have the honor to submit the following report as to 
the part taken by my regiment during the skirmishes in 
front of Bellbuckle on the 24th, 25th, and 26th ultimo: 

At about 3 P.M. on the 24th ultimo, I was ordered to 
hold my regiment in readiness to move at a moment’s warn¬ 
ing. At about 4 P.M. an order came to move out on the 
Liberty Gap road as rapidly as possible. The regiment was 
immediately put in motion, and at about 5:30 P.M. I reached 
a point half a mile in rear of Liberty Gap, our troops having 
been forced to fall back this distance from the gap. I was 
at once ordered by the brigadier-general commanding to as¬ 
sume a position on a hill to the left of the brigade. As soon 
as this was complied with, I at once deployed as skirmishers 
Companies G and B, commanded, respectively, by Captain 
W. P. Witt and First Lieutenant J. Drennen. The enemy 
had a force of cavalry in my front, but the distance was so 
great that J directed these officers not to permit their men 
to fire. I remained here until about dark, when the order 
was given to retreat en echelon by the right, which was 
at once done without my being at all pressed by the enemy. 
I halted on the Liberty Gap road about three-quarters of a 
mile in rear of the position first taken. I was there ordered 
to fall back in rear of the brigade to my old camp, and to 
leave one company to picket the road. For this purpose 


“Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, Series I, Vol. 23, Part 
I, pages 591, 597-598-599. 
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Captain T. A. M. Ellis, Company C, was detailed, and posted 
as directed by the brigadier-general commanding. The regi¬ 
ment reached the encampment at Bellbuckle about 10 P.M. 
Here two days’ rations were prepared, which occupied the 
men until 2 A.M. 25th ultimo. At about 6:30 A.M. I was 
ordered to move out on the Liberty Gap road. I obeyed, 
and had advanced about 1 mile when I received orders from 
the brigadier-general commanding to proceed immediately 
to the Fosterville road. I instantly complied, and took a po¬ 
sition about 1 mile from Bellbuckle and near Mr. Blair’s 
house. 

Here I remained with a section of artillery (sent me 
by Brigadier-General S. A. M. Wood), commanded by Lieu¬ 
tenant R. W. Goldthwaite (four companies were deployed 
as skirmishers), until the next morning (the 26th ultimo.). 
At about 7 A.M. I received orders from the brigadier-general 
commanding to move promptly to a position about 3 miles 
distant, on an eminence to the left of the Liberty Gap road, 
near Mr. Suggs’ house. This order was at once obeyed, 
and I remained here with First Lieutenant Drennen’s Com¬ 
pany (B) deployed as skirmishers on my left until 8 P.M. 
There was no firing from my line of skirmishers, the enemy 
being beyond the effective range of my muskets. At about 
8 P.M. I was ordered to relieve a regiment of Wood’s bri¬ 
gade, posted on the right of Liberty Gap road, preparatory 
to the retrogade movement of the forces on this road. This 
was done with all dispatch, and at 9 P.M. I was in position, 
Wood’s brigade having been withdrawn toward Bellbuckle. 
I remained here until about 1 A.M., when I received orders 
from the brigadier-general commanding to move without 
delay to Fairfield road, and take position to meet the 
enemy. By 2 A.M. I was in position on this road, having 
left Lieutenant-Colonel G. F. Baucum to picket the Liberty 
Gap road. At 3 A.M. I received orders to quit the Fairfield 
road and to assume a position at 5 A.M. on the Liberty Gap 
road about 1 mile from Bellbuckle. Just as these disposi¬ 
tions had been completed, I was relieved by a regiment of 
Colonel T. Harrison’s cavalry brigade, and ordered to fall 
back to Bellbuckle, from which point we at once proceeded 
toward Tullahoma. There were no casualties during the 
three days. 
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Although the regiment was not engaged with the enemy, 
yet the incessant rains and the many positions assumed 
during the three days' operations heavily taxed both officers 
and men, who from the repeated showers were thoroughly 
drenched, and thus prevented from (getting) their neces¬ 
sary repose. However, I am proud to say that both officers 
and men bore their hardships without a murmur, and obeyed 
orders with willingness and alacrity. 

Very respectfully, 

J. H. Kelly 
Colonel, Commanding." 

“Headquarters Liddell's Brigade, 
Chickamauga, Tenn., August 1,1863. 

.About 10 o'clock at night I received an order from 

General Wood to place a regiment immediately at a point 
designated by him in his rear, to relieve one of his own 
regiments on the Bellbuckle road. This was accompanied 
by a communication from Lieutenant-General Hardee to 
Major-General Cleburne, stating that the enemy was trying 
to get in our rear from Fairfield, having forced General 
Stewart back from Hoover's Gap to that place. General 
Wood now withdrew his command beyond Bellbuckle, and 
I ordered Colonel Kelly, of the Eighth Arkansas, to cover 
his rear with his regiment and to take post, as directed, 
on the Fairfield road . . . (Extract from General Liddell's 
Report) sx 

On July 13, 1863, President Davis ordered Lieutenant-Gen¬ 
eral Daniel B. Hill, of Virginia, to proceed to the West to com¬ 
mand General Hardee's Corps, as Hardee had been detailed to 
defend Mississippi and Alabama. General Braxton Bragg still 
commanded the Army of Tennessee. Hill's Corps consisted of 
Cleburne's and Stewart's Divisions. Colonel Kelly's Eighth Ar¬ 
kansas regiment was attached to Cleburne's Division, as pre¬ 
viously. General Hill established headquarters at Tyner's Sta¬ 
tion, a few miles east of Chattanooga on the Knoxville Railroad.. 


31 Official Records, War of the Rebellion, Series I, Vol. 23, Part I, p. 571. 
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From August 21 until September 7, 1863, General Rosecrans’ 
forces were gathering at strategic points around Chattanooga, 
and General Bragg had some inclosed works constructed at that 
place. General Bragg feared being trapped there, and remarked: 

‘ It is said to be easy to defend a mountainous country, but 
mountains hide your foe from you, while they are full of 
gaps through which he can pounce upon you at any time. 
A mountain is like a wall of a house full of rat-holes. The 
rat lies hidden at his hole ready to pop out when no one 

is watching. Who can tell what lies hidden behind that 
wall ?” 

and he pointed to the Cumberland Range across the river. And 
on September 8, 1863, he completely abandoned Chattanooga, 
the objective point of the campaign, and moved again south¬ 
ward. Hill’s Corps led in the withdrawal, and halted at Lafay¬ 
ette, almost directly south of Chattanooga, twenty-two miles 
away, and to the east of Pigeon Mountain. General Bragg could 
not risk being trapped like a rat in a hole. 
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CHAPTER VI 
THE YOUNG GENERAL 

Probably no one fact is more indicative of John Herbert 
Kelly's ability as a soldier than the fact that no superior officer 
who ever had him in his command voluntarily let him go. When, 
as a youth, he was assigned to the regiment of Colonel Hardee, 
he proved himself so capable that when Colonel Hardee was pro¬ 
moted to brigadier-general and sent to the Trans-Mississippi 
Department, he took young Kelly with him, and kept him in 
his brigade, then in his division, and then in his corps until he 
himself was transferred from it. While in Arkansas assisting in 
the organization of the recruits, he was elected officer in one of 
the Arkansas regiments, which continued to claim him, whatever 
details he might serve in other regiments. The reports of his 
commanders bear frequent references to his courage, gallantry, 
ability, and willingness to serve, and suggest his popularity as 
well as his outstanding ability as a soldier. 

Now there came a greater tribute to his soldiership, one 
which has been pronounced 32 “a lofty attainment unparalleled in 
our history.” Bragg was now trying to keep himself from being 
trapped, yet to inflict a heavy, hard blow on the enemy. Young 
Colonel Kelly was in Liddell's Brigade, Cleburne's Division, Hill's 
Corps, when Major-General Preston of Buckner's Corps asked 
especially for Colonel Kelly to command a brigade in his division. 83 
This request was granted, and even while Rosecrans was gather¬ 
ing his forced around Chattanooga, and before Bragg withdrew 
from it, John Herbert Kelly became a brigade commander, at 
the age of twenty-three years and four months. His brigade had 
its part in the manoeuvers as shown by the following order 


3i! The Alabamian-Herald, Vol. I, No. 27, in Ala. Dept, of Archives & 
History. 

S3 Report of General Preston, September 24, 1863. 

3l Chickamauga Campaign, Official Records, War of the Rebellion, 
Ser. I, Vol. 30, Pt. 4, p. 591. 
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“Headquarters Buckner’s Corps, 
Charleston, September 3, 1863. 

General Preston: 

You will proceed with Brigadier-General Grade’s and 
Colonel Kelly’s brigades and three batteries of artillery, via 
Georgetown, on the Blythe’s Ferry road, to a point about 
1 mile beyond Georgetown, select a suitable camping-ground, 
and support the cavalry in your front and flank. 

The cavalry force of this corps will be under command 
of Brigadier-General Forrest. 

I remain, General, Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

V. Sheliha, 

Chief of Staff.” 

Colonel Kelly’s brigade, the Third, as a part of Buckner’s 
Corps, was ordered to a point to support General Polk, September 
13, 1863, where all the Confederate forces were concentrated 
along the C'hickamauga threatening the enemy in front. It is 
said that General Hill once said to General Anderson, 

“When two armies confront each other in the East, they get 
to work very soon; but here you look at one another for days 
and weeks at a time.” 

General Anderson is said to have replied, with a laugh, 

“Oh, we out here have to crow and peck straws awhile be¬ 
fore we use our spurs.” 

The crowing and pecking at straws ^ended on September 18, 
1863, however, for on the 19th and 20th occurred “the great 
battle of the West,” the bloody battle of Chickamauga. 

The tables of organization of the Confederate Army show 3 * 
that, at this time, the Army of Tennessee was under the com¬ 
mand of General Braxton Bragg, and that Colonel John Herbert 


“Officila Reports, War of the Rebellion, Series I, Vol. 30, Pt, 2, p. 16. 
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Kelly commanded the Third Brigade in Preston's Division, of 
Buckner's Corps, and that his brigade was composed of the 
following regiments: 

65th Georgia, Colonel R. H. Moore, 

5th Kentucky, Colonel Hiram Hawkins, 

58th North Carolina, Colonel John B. Palmer, 

63rd Virginia, Major James M. French. 

He had commanded Arkansas troops, and now he was to com¬ 
mand these, but still none from his own State. 

As Bragg had withdrawn southward, Rosecrans was elated 
and ordered his troops in pursuit, but having to cross the moun¬ 
tain at gaps far apart he separated his different corps and 
divisions, and when Bragg turned at Chickamauga, Rosecrans 
suddenly realized his peril. He worked feverishly to effect a 
concentration of his troops without disaster, and while he accom¬ 
plished this he was unnerved before the battle began. 86 Bragg, 
however, had been reenforced by troops from Johnston's army, 
which became available after the fall of Vicksburg, and also by 
Buckner's corps from Knoxville and by Longstreet's corps from 
the Army of Northern Virginia, and for once at least the Con¬ 
federates outnumbered the Federals. As is now an historical 
fact, Rosecrans was defeated in the two-day battle, and only the 
stand of the Federal General Thomas prevented a complete rout 
of Rosecrans' army. The reports which follow give more details 
of this battle. 


“Headquarters Third Brigade Preston's Division, 

In the Field, fronting Chattanooga, 

Sept. 25, 1863. 

Captain C 

I have the honor to submit the following as a report of 
the operations of the brigade under my command in the 
battles of the 19th and 20th instant: 

The night of the 18th instant, I bivoucked with three 
regiments of the brigade (the Sixty-third Virginia, Major 
French commanding, having been detached the day before 

08 James Ford Rhodes’ History of the Civil War, p. 293-4. 
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as a guard to the division ordnance train, on the right bank 
of the Chickamauga. 

At daylight on the morning of the 19th, I was ordered 
to cross the Chickamauga at Dalton's Ford, and at about 
8 o'clock I formed line of battle in a corn-field on the left 
of Brown's brigade, Stewart's division, and 300 yards in 
rear of Grade’s brigade, the Fifty-eighth North Carolina, 
Col. J. B. Palmer commanding, forming the right; the Fifth 
Kentucky, Col. H. Hawkins commanding, the left, and Sixty- 
fifth Georgia, Col. Moore commanding, the center of my line. 
Here the brigade was subjected to a brisk cannonade from 
the enemy's batteries. 

At about 11 o'clock I was ordered to move by the right 
flank about 400 yards, when I again formed line of battle 
and remained in position during the remainder of the night 
and day, being occasionally shelled. At this point the Sixty- 
third Virginia (less two companies detached as guard for 
division ordnance train) reported to the command at about 
3 p.m. 

At seven o'clock on the morning of the 20th instant, the 
brigade was moved by the left flank about 300 yards and 
posted on an eminence as a support to three batteries of 
Major Leyden's battalion of artillery. From this position 
I threw out four companies of skirmishers, in charge of 
Lieut.-Col. Edmund Kirby, Fifty-eighth North Carolina. He 
moved to the left, and reported the enemy moving to the 
right. 

At one o'clock I was ordered to leave the Sixty-fifth 
Georgia as a support to the above-named batteries, and 
move by the right flank and form line of battle 500 yards 
in rear of Gracie's brigade, and conform to its movements. 

While the line of battle was in process of formation, I 
discovered that Gracie's brigade was moving by the right 
flank on the Chattanooga road. I therefore moved by the 
right flank 500 yards, to the right of that road and parallel 
with it. After marching in this direction 114 miles, I halted 
and ordered to form line of battle to resist an attack from 
the front on the left flank. This disposition was made, and 
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I remained in position until about 3:30 P.M., the enemy 
meanwhile actively shelling me. / 

At this time, I was ordered to move by the left flank, 
having marched about three-fourths of a mile. I was ordered 
to form on the left of Grade’s brigade. While this was 
being executed, I was ordered to make an oblique change 
of direction to the right, and to advance. I advanced but 
a short distance when I was subjected to the enemy’s fire. 
The enemy was posted on a heavily wooded ridge, from 
which he had several times repulsed other troops of our, 
army. The approach to him was over a succession of hills 
with intervening depressions, each hill to the front being 
somewhat more elevated. The brigade, under fire of the 
enemy moved to the front 300 to 400 yards, holding its fire 
until within short range of the enemy, the right being not 
more than 15 to 20, the center about 40, and the left about 
60 yards distant when our first fire was delivered. After 
a desperately contested fight of half an hour I succeeded in 
gaining the hill, from which the enemy made three unsuc¬ 
cessful attempts to dislodge me by assault. However, owing 
to the conformation of the ground, the Fifty-eighth North 
Carolina was exposed to a galling fire from the front and 

both flanks, and after losing about half its numbers was 

! 

compelled to fall back to a position of more security. Just 
before this falling back Lieut.-Col. Edmund Kirby, gallantly 
cheering his men, fell pierced by four bullets, Major Dula 
having been wounded early in the engagement. At this 
juncture I was indebted to Brigadier-General Anderson for 
reenforcement of one regiment from his command. Colonel 
Palmer, the only field officer with the regiment, was here 
wounded, but still continued in command. 

4 

After exchanging fires with the enemy for about one 
and one-half hours I determined to attempt to dislodge him 
by assault, and for this purpose transferred the Fifty-eighth 
North Carolina from the right to the left of my line and 
moved forward, swinging somewhat to the right. When I 
arrived at the base of the hill the enemy was heard to cry, 
“We surrender! We surrender!” I immediately stepped 
to the front, my horse having been previously killed, and 
called upon the officer who seemed to be in command de¬ 
manded that if he proposed to surrender he should lay down 
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his arms. He came to the front and said, “Wait a minute.” 
I replied, “No, Sir; lay down your arms instantly, or I will 
fire upon you,” and turned to my command, but before I 
could give the command “ready,” he poured upon it a ter¬ 
rific fire, which, on account of its suddenness, threw the 
brigade for the instant into confusion; but it rallied and 
was reformed within thirty yards of this position: I am 
confident that the enemy intended to surrender, and that his 
fire was drawn by an unauthorized shot from his ranks. 

Finding that my ammunition was almost exhausted, I 
sent to the rear for re-enforcements or a supply of ammuni¬ 
tion. 

At this juncture, I met Colonel Trigg, commanding bri¬ 
gade, and informed him of the position of the enemy, asking 
him at the same time to co-operate with me in his capture. 
He agreed, and formed his line on my left with the intention 
of swinging the whole force to the right. Just as this 
movement was begun, I was notified by one of his staff that 
the Brigadier-General commanding division wished to see 
me, and I repaired at once to where he was stationed in the 
field. During this temporary absence the enemy surren¬ 
dered to Colonel Trigg. Immediately after the surrender a 
force, supposed to be of the enemy, opened a heavy fire, 
which created considerable confusion, in which a large num¬ 
ber of the enemy were making off. Col. H. Hawkins’ Fifth 
Kentucky here captured 249 prisoners, including 2 colonels, 
1 lieutenant-colonel, and a number of company officers. 

About this time, I rejoined the command, and turned 
over to Lieutenant-Colonel Wade, Fifty-fourth Virginia, to 
be taken to the rear, my prisoners, except the 3 field officers, 
who were sent to division headquarters in charge of one of 
my staff. 

The night being far advanced, I made arrangements to 
replenish my supply of ammunition, and went into bivouac 
on the hill which the brigade had so gallantly won. 

It would not be proper for me to close this report with¬ 
out tendering my thanks to the members of my staff and 
the officers commanding the regiments for valuable assist- 
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ance rendered in handling the troops, and bearing testimony 
to the gallant conduct of the officers and men composing 
the command. It was the first time that most of them had 
ever been under fire, yet they acted with the coolness and 
courage of veterans. Fighting against a superior force 
posted in an apparently impregnable position, they moved 
steadily forward, beat and captured the enemy, and slept in 
his “strong place.” 

When all did their duty so well it seems almost invidious 
to make particular mention of any one, yet I must be allowed 
to speak of the gallant conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel E. 
Kirby, Fifty-eighth North Carolina; Capt. C. H. Lynch, 
Sixty-third Virginia; Lieut. G. W. Connor, Major William 
Mynheir, and Adjt. Thomas B. Cook, Fifth Kentucky, and 
especially Capt. Joseph Desha, Fifth Kentucky, who although 
painfully and severely wounded early in the action, remained 
at the head of his company until the enemy was defeated. 

I took into the fight an aggregate of 852, and lost in 
killed and wounded 303; 26 missing. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. H. Kelly, 

Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Capt. J. L. Sanford, 

Assistant Adjutant-General.” 

General Preston's report of the Battle of Chickamauga was made 
at Greenville, "South Carolina, under date of October 30, 1863. 37 
It is an interesting document, but as it confirms the details of 
the report as given by Colonel Kelly, it is not copied, in full. 
He continues: 

“The next morning I ordered the burial of the dead. The 
musketry from the low breastworks of the enemy on the 
hill attacked by General Gracie had set fire to the dry 
foliage, and scorched and blackened corpses gave fearful 


87 Official Records, War of the Rebellion, Vol. 30, p. 413 et seq, 1 Ser. 
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proof of the heroism and suffering of the brave men who 
had stormed the hill. More to the north, in a wooded dell 
in front of Kelly and Trigg, many dead and wounded of 
the enemy were found who had fled the combat and sought 
concealment in its shadows. All the dead along my line, 
whether friend or enemy, were buried, and the wounded 
removed to hospitals. 

During the struggle for the heights, Colonel Kelly had 
his horse shot under him, and displayed great courage and 
skill. He animated his men by his example, and with un¬ 
shaken firmness retained the ground he had won.” 

Hardly had the smoke of this battle cleared, than General 
Preston recommended that Colonel Kelly be promoted to the rank 
in which he had already so gallantly served. This recommenda¬ 
tion was endorsed by General Buckner, and went through chan¬ 
nels with approval of the various superior officers. But Generals 
Liddell and Cleburne, under whom Kelly had served previously, 
enthusiastically endorsed the recommendation. Reading these 
recommendations, it is hard to picture him as but twenty-three 
years old. These recommendations, addressed to the Secretary 
of War, are as follows : 38 

“I recommend for promotion to your Excellency, Colonel 
John H. Kelly, of Alabama, for gallant and meritorious con¬ 
duct at the battle of Chickamauga. Colonel Kelly is a 
graduate of the Military Academy at West Point, and has 
distinguished himself at Shiloh, Perryville, and Murfrees¬ 
boro. Before the recent battles, a division having been 
assigned to me by General Buckner, one of the brigades 
was found in need of an able officer, and I applied for, 
and obtained Colonel Kelly. On the last day of the battle 
of Chickamauga, it was necessary to assail a very strong 
position at the close of the battle. The task was assigned 
to my division. Colonel Kelly’s brigade had never been in 
any important action. He charged with it to the crest 
of a formidable hill, drove the enemy from it, took many 
prisoners and arms, and bivoucked in their tents on the 
most advanced point of our lines. Out of 832 effective 
men, he lost, in the space of an hour, 300 killed and wound- 


38 West Alabamian as copied in The Alabamian-Herald, Vol. 1, No. 27. 
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ed, and never was repulsed, but held his ground until new 
troops arrived and supported him. I respectfully urge upon 
your Excellency's consideration the promotion of Colonel 
Kelly to the rank of Brigadier-General. The brigade is com¬ 
posed of the 58th N. C., 5th Ky., 65th Ga., and 63rd Va. 
regiments, and has an aggregate present and absent of 
2,030. An aggregate present for duty now of 1,108. I 
have the honor to remain, your Excellency’s 

most obedient servant, 

William Preston,” etc. 

Brigadier-General St. John R. Liddell, Colonel Kelly’s old brigade 
commander, from his camp before Chattanooga, added this 
hearty endorsement: 

\ 

“I am gratified in joining Brigadier-General Preston in the 
recommendation of Col. John H. Kelly of Alabama for 
promotion. Col. Kelly has until recently commanded the 
8 th Arkansas regiment of my brigade. A few days pre¬ 
vious, to the battle of Chickamauga, at the request of Major- 
General Buckner, he was placed in command of a brigade 
in his corps and took part in that action. At the battle 
of Perryville, Ky., on the 8th of October last, he behaved 
gallantly and contributed greatly to the repulse of the 
enemy. At the close of that action, capturing with his 
own hands, Col. Gooding commanding a brigade of the 
enemy. At Murfreesboro, he commanded my left and 
behaved with his usual valor and coolness, until wounded 
and taken from the field about 2 o’clock p.m., on the 31st 
of December. Educated at the U. S. Military Academy, his 
qualifications for comand have been improved by experi¬ 
ence, and his rigid attention to his duties during more 
than two years has rendered him peculiarly fitted for the 
position for which he is recommended, viz: that of Briga¬ 
dier-General.” 

Major-General Patrick R. Cleburne, from his headquarters on 
Missionary Ridge, added this endorsement to General Liddell’s: 

“I heartily endorse all General Liddell has said in favor of 
Colonel Kelly. I know no better officer of his grade in the 
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service, and I believe it in the interest of the service that 
he should be immediately promoted to. the rank of Briga¬ 
dier-General. He has served in my division for the last 
nine months/’ 

But, much as Colonel Kelly must have appreciated the hearty 
recommendations of these general officers, he no doubt treas¬ 
ured equally a letter which he received from the commanders of 
the regiments of his brigade, for in 1868 the following letter 
was in the possession of his family as a treasured possession. 
It too was copied in the West Alabamian and re-copied into 
the Alabamian-Herald mentioned above. The letter is as fol¬ 
lows : 


“Camp of the 3rd Brigade, 

Buckner’s Division, 

Before Chattanooga, Tenn., Nov. 1, 1863, 


General: 

As commanders of the regiments constituting this bri¬ 
gade, we desire to express our appreciation of the ability 
displayed by you since we have been under your command. 
We particularly desire to convey to you our sincere thanks 
for the uniform courtesy that has characterized your inter¬ 
course with us. Trusting that in the new and more useful 
sphere to which you are called, success will ever attend 
your efforts, and that the promotion you have so richly 
won will be but the precursor to future advancement, we 
remain, General, 


Your sincere friends, 

J. B. Palmer, 

Col. 58th N. C. Vols. 

R. H. Moore, 

Col. 65th Ga. Yols. 

J. M. French, 

Maj. Comd’g. 63rd Va. Reg’t. 

H. Hawkins, 

Col. 5th Ky Reg’t.” 
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To Brig.-Gen. John H. Kelly. 

In due course, the nomination of Colonel John H. Kelly, of 
Alabama, for promotion to Brigadier-General, to rank from No¬ 
vember 16, 1863, reached the Confederate Congress and was 
approved. 80 However, by that time, he had already been placed 
in the command of a division, as an acting Major-General, when 
twenty-three and a half years old. He served as a brigadier- 
general such a short time that he is usually called a major-gen¬ 
eral, but he was killed before he was officially confirmed in 
that rank. His service around Chattanooga, however, was as 
brigadier-general. 

After their defeat at Chickamauga, the Federals withdrew 
to Chattanooga, which was then so fortified that it could be 
taken only by a regular siege, and this was begun by General 
Bragg, 40 who took possession of Missionary Ridge overlooking 
Chattanooga and Lookout Mountain, west of the town, which 
Rosecrans had abandoned, and with it his control of the river 
and of the river road for as far away as Bridgeport. Until 
October 24, 1863, Bragg nearly starved out the Federal forces. 
In the meantime, Rosecrans was removed from the Federal com¬ 
mand, to which Grant succeeded, and on October 24th a “cracker 
line” to Bridgeport was initiated by Grant and Thomas to secure 
food for the Federals. 

During this period, Kelly’s brigade was engaged in the nu¬ 
merous skirmishes around Chattanooga. The battle of Chatta¬ 
nooga was not fought until November 23rd, ending in the battle 
of Missionary Ridge on November 25th, when the Confederates 
were routed from the heights and this key position was lost. 
This opened the way for Sherman’s March to the Sea, and the 
star of fortune of the Confederacy continued to wane. It is a 
saga of fruitless courage and gallantry till the end. 

From reports and tables of organization printed in the 
Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, it appears that just 
prior to the Chattanooga-Ringgold Campaign, Kelly’s Brigade 
consisted of the 65th Georgia, Lieutenant-Colonel Jacob W. 
Pearcy commanding, 5th Kentucky, Colonel Hiram Hawkins com- 


31) Journals of the Confederate Congress, Vol. 3, pp, 531, 685, 809. 
40 History of the Civil War 1861 -1865 by James Ford Rhodes, p, 294-5. 
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manding, 58th North Carolina, Colonel John B. Palmer command¬ 
ing, and the 63rd Virginia, Major James M. French command¬ 
ing, and was in Cheatham’s Division of Buckner’s Division. 41 
On October 31, 1863, by special orders, General Kelly was re¬ 
lieved of his command and changed from infantry, just as he had 
previously been taken from artillery assignment and put into 
infantry when the pressing need arose for organization work 
with the infantry recruits. After all, infantry is the real army, 
and the other arms of the service exist to make it possible for 
the infantry to function with a maximum of efficiency. The 
order which changed General Kelly’s career is as follows: 

t 

“Special Orders ), Headquarters Army of Tennessee 

No. 282 ) Missionary Ridge, October 31, 1863. 

1 . Brigadier-General Kelly is relieved from duty with his 
command, and will report to Major-General Wheeler for 
assignment. 

By command of General Bragg: 

George Wm. Brent, 

Assistant Adjutant-General.” 

7 

At the same time, the organization of the Army of Tennessee was 
changed 43 and John Herbert Kelly, now twenty-three years and 
seven months old to the day, was put in command of a division, 
henceforth to act as a Major-General, in a cavalry corps. This 
was the Fourth Division, and consisted of three brigades, as 
follows: 

First Brigade: 

1st Confederate Regiment, Capt. C. H. Conner, com¬ 
manding, 

3rd Confederate Regiment, Col. W. N. Estes, 

5th Confederate Regiment, Lieut.-Col. John S. Prather, 
10th Confederate Regiment, Col. Charles T. Goode. 


"Official Records, War of the Rebellion, Ser. I, Vol. 31, Pt. 3, p. 617. 
42 I bid, p.' 611. 

^Official Records, War of the Rebellion, Ser. I, Vol. 31, Pt 3. p. 619, 



71 


SPRING ISSUE, 1947 _ 

Second Brigade: 

2nd Kentucky, Lieut.-Col. Thos. G. Woodward, 

9th Kentucky, Col. Wm. C. Breckinridge, 

3rd Kentucky, Col. J. R. Butler, 

Allison’s (Tennessee) Squadron, 

Hamilton’s (Tennessee) Battalion, 

Rucker’s (Tennessee) Legion, Col. E. W. Rucker. 

Roddy’s Brigade, Brigadier-General Philip D. Roddy: 

4th Alabama, Colonel William A. Johnson, 

5th Alabama, Colonel Josiah Patterson, 

53rd Alabama, Colonel M. W. Hannon, 

Moreland’s (Alabama) Battalion, 

Georgia Battery, Capt. C. B. Ferrell. 

For the first time, young Kelly commanded troops from his 
own State, among them a brigadier-general about twenty years 
his senior who had been commissioned brigadier-general before 
he himself had been given that rank. Colonel Hannon was later 
commissioned brigadier-general, also. 

Kelly was now in the cavalry, a branch of the service 
where a mounted man must not only fight, picket and scout, 
but is required to bring reliable reports to the commanding gen¬ 
eral. This duty is the most difficult of all to perform, and 
requires prudence, good judgment and moral and physical cour¬ 
age. As General Kelly possessed all the attributes of a good 
cavalry officer, he fitted in admirably with this branch of the 
service. In after years, one of his officers said of him in a 
private letter: 

4 

“Among the many officers of rank under whom I served, 
General Kelly stands out to memory the ideal cavalry com¬ 
mander. A young man of s 8 ight figure, fair complexion, 
light hair and mustache, a superb horseman, from the 
training school at West Point, nothing in man could be 
more inspiring than his presence on the field, with the 
enemy in front. He dashed down the line like a ray of 
light. In ringing yet melodious tones that none could 
imitate, he sh'ohted to his engaged men, “Aim low and 
strike hard!” or, in the turmoil of the charge, “Rally on 
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your colors!” or oftener, “Rally on your commander, my 
men !” M 

And during the coming months, as the fortunes of war con¬ 
tinued to tip against the Confederacy, the cavalry service became 
more and more important. The cavalry is the arm of the 
service which must be eyes and ears for the main army, in any 
but the present magic aid of radio. When the commanding 
general needed to know the force of the enemy, the cavalry must 
furnish the information, and accurate facts must be obtained. 
This was done by a vigorous attack upon the enemy which 
forced him to reveal his forces and his position. Often attack 
had to be made upon a greatly superior force, with the absolute 
certainty of being driven back and discomfited, and in an army 
which was being bled white, like the Confederate army, men 
could not be thrown away recklessly, nor could ammunition be 
needlessly wasted. Success lay, not in defeating the army, but 
in discovering accurately the size of the enemy's force and the 
details of his position, with a minimum of loss of men an$ 
materials. General Kelly had proved his worth in artillery, 
had forged his way to a brigadier-generalship in short order as 
an infantry officer, and now as a cavalry commander he was to 
have a brilliant, but short, career. 


44 Capt. George Knox Miller, of 8th Confederate Cavalry, in private 
letter to Colonel John W. DuBose, quoted in Dubose’s General Wheeler and 
the Army of Tennessee, p, 386. 
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CHAPTER VII 

RIDING WITH WHEELER 

Following the victory at Chickamauga, General Bragg lay 
siege to; Chattanooga, which was held by the Federals. It was 
essential to the Confederate cause that this important railroad 
point be taken, and as one step to that end the Federal supplies 
must be cut off. General Wheeler was assigned the task of 
breaking up the already precarious line of communication by 
the long wagon road through Sequatchie Valley and over Wal¬ 
den's Ridge to Bridgeport, which was the depot of supplies 
of the Union forces. At the same time, his Cavalry Corps was 
re-organized, and young Colonel Kelly, who had been promoted 
to brigadier-general and assigned a brigade by General Bragg 
as commander of the Army of Tennessee, was relieved from that 
assignment and re-assigned to Wheeler's Corps to command one 
of his divisions. 

General Kelly was ordered to Cleveland, Tenn., as shown 
in the following Special Order: 45 

“Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 
Cleveland, Tenn., Nov. 5, 1863. 

X. Col. J. Warren Grigsby will proceed with all the cav¬ 
alry now at Spring Place, Ga., to Cleveland, Tenn., 
and report to Brig.-Gen. J. H. Kelly. 

XI. Commanding officers of Tenth Confederate and Third 
Kentucky Regiments will report to Brig.-Gen. J. H. 
Kelly at Cleveland, Tenn., and will continue picketing 
the river until further orders. 

XII. Brig.-Gen. J. H. Kelly will take post at Cleveland, and 
will picket the Tennessee River from Chattanooga to 
the mouth of the Hiwassee River, scouting daily the 
banks of the Tennessee River for a distance of twenty 
miles above Hiwassee River, reporting direct to Gen- 


45 Official Records, War of the Rebellion, Ser. I, Vol. 31, Pt. 3, p. 619. 
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eral Bragg* all information obtained regarding the 
movements of the enemy. 

By order of Major General Wheeler, 

E. S. Burford 

Major and Assistant Adjutant General/' 

On November 7th, the 9th Kentucky was ordered, by a special 
order, to report to General Kelly, and on November 9th Colonel 
J. Warren Grigsby was ordered to report to General Kelly for 
assignment to the command of the “Kentucky brigade of his 
division/' 40 The very life of the Confederacy now depended on 
the success of these small cavalry detachments in a wide-spread 

In the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, 47 there 
is the following interesting communication: 


“Richmond, November 17, 186B. 


General B. Bragg, 

Missionary Ridge. 

The President has this day appointed the following offi¬ 
cers brigadier-generals for cavalry service in your com¬ 
mand, viz: 

Cols. J. T. Morgan and J. H. Kelly and Maj. W. Y. C. 
Humes. 

Colonel Collins cannot be spared from General Lee's 
Army. 

It is the rule to appoint brigadiers from the States 
forming the brigades, those of cavalry in your army from 
Texas, Tennessee, Georgia, and Kentucky are not repre¬ 
sented by brigadiers from those states. 

S. Cooper 

Adjutant and Inspector General.” 


672. 


‘Official Records, War of the Rebellion, Ser. I, Vol. 31, Pt. 3, pp. 648, 
Ibid, p. 703. 
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On November 20th, another report of the organization of 
Wheeler's Corps of the Army of Tennessee shows Kelly's Divi¬ 
sion as composed of two brigades, the First with the same regi¬ 
ments and commanders as before, under the command of Wade, 
and the Second under the command of Colonel J. Warren Grigsby, 
with the same regiments and units as before, but Roddy's brigade 
was not-listed. From a dispatch published in the Mobile Adver¬ 
tiser & Register 48 under date of November 17, 1868, Roddy's bri¬ 
gade was also attached to Kelly's division at that time under 
orders. 

On November 23rd, Grant moved against Bragg's attenuated 
line on Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge, having taken 
just one month to recuperate his men and horses and to prepare 
for the battle. On the 23rd and 24th, the Confederate Army 
was routed from Orchard Knob and Lookout. That night and 
early the next morning, the 25th, Bragg concentrated all his 
forces at Missionary Ridge. Grant attacked, and the Confed¬ 
erates were again routed. The troops were completely disor¬ 
ganized, and forced to retreat towards Atlanta. The main army 
halted at Dalton, in Georgia, and here General Bragg was re¬ 
placed by General Joseph E. Johnston in the last days of the 
year. The fortunes of the Confederacy were indeed desperate, 
and under less able commanders would have declined more 
rapidly. Th Official Records of the War of the Rebellion have 
fragmentary special orders, reports, and tables of organization 
which piece together into a picture of those heart-breaking days. 
Among them, in chronological order, are the following: 40 

“Special Order ) Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 

No. 102 ) Near Kingston, Nov. 24, 1863. 

IV. Captain Dortch, commanding cavalry detachment, 
near Unitia, will report to Brig.-Gen. J. H. Kelly, com¬ 
manding cavalry division near Cleveland. 

V. Lieutenant-Colonel McCaskill, Third Confederate regi¬ 
ment, will report to General Kelly. 

By order of Major General Wheeler," etc. 


48 Vol. Ill, Nov. 17, 1863, p. 1, col. 7. 

40 Series I, Vol. 31, Part 3, pages 749, 750, and 680. 
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“Loudon, November 25, 1863, 5 P.M. 


General Longstreet: 

The enemy's cavalry are in sight of Charleston and 
moving on the bridge. We have but one regiment at 
Charleston. Brigadier-General Kelly was ordered yester¬ 
day to return with his whole command to the right of 
Bragg's army. Colonel Rucker with about 150 Cavalry 
is all that guards the Tennessee from the Hiwassee to 
Kingston. 


B. R. Johnson, 
Brigadier-General." 

“(Circular) Headquarters Army of Tennessee 

Catoosa Station, Nov. 26, 1863. 

I. Generals Hardee and Breckinridge will march at day¬ 
light in the morning for Dalton. Major-General Cle¬ 
burne's division will remain near Ringgold, unless 
forced back by the enemy. 

II. Major-General Wheeler will assume command of 
Wharton's and Kelly's cavalry, and post it so as to 
cover and protect our front. 

III. The Chief of Subsistence will place five days' rations, 
for the army at Catoosa Station and Dalton, each. 

By command of General Bragg." 

That General Kelly's movement to join General Bragg and to 
protect and cover his front was not uncontested is shown by 
the following reports from the Official Records of the War of 
the Rebellion. 

Colonel Eli Long, of the Fourth Ohio Cavalry, and com¬ 
manding the Second Brigade of the Second Federal Cavalry 
Division, on November 27, 1863, reports a raid on the East Ten¬ 
nessee & Georgia Railroad, and says: 50 


^Series I, Vol. 31, Part 2, p. 561. 
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■“Early on the morning of the 27th, I was attacked by Gen¬ 
eral Kelly with a brigade of cavalry and a section of two 
pieces of artillery. Started my command out the Harrison 
road, sending forward the prisoners under charge of the 
Fourth Michigan Cavalry. Retired slowly, the enemy press¬ 
ing us closely and shelling vigorously. A strong line of 
skirmishers was kept up till we had passed Candy's Creek, 
keeping in rear of my column and holding him in check, 
when the enemy retired. My loss during the action was 
2 killed, 14 wounded, and 13 missing. Most of the latter 
have since joined. .The enemy’s loss was not fully known, 
but he suffered in killed and wounded more seriously than 
we. I moved on, via Harrison, to Chattanooga.” 

General Kelly, however, reports the same occurrence, and 
gives the other side of it. He says: 51 

“Headquarters Fourth Cavalry Division, 

Six miles East of Dalton, Widow Jackson’s House. 
November 28, 1863. 

Major: Attacked the enemy, some six regiments strong, 
yesterday morning at Cleveland, with three regiments and 
a squadron. Drove him from the town and pursued him 
four miles, but was forced to relinquish the pursuit for want 
of ammunition. Loss slight. Captured 8 prisoners. 

Very respectfully, 

J. H. Kelly, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Major E. S. Burford, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Wheeler’s Cavalry Corps.” 

As a result of his victory at Chattanooga, General Grant 
was given the command of all Federal forces and went to Vir¬ 
ginia to assume the personal command of the Federal army there, 
and General Sherman succeeded him at Chattanooga. General 
Sherman began his continued attempt to outflank the Confed¬ 
erate Rrmy, which continued to retreat and to re-form the line 


51 1 bjd, p. 779. 
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farther away, thus necessitating a change by the Federals ter 
prevent their own envelopment. The disparity in numbers and. 
in equipment was too great for the Confederates to do more than 
to delay the inevitable capture of Atlanta, now the most impor¬ 
tant point left them save Richmond. 

In this retreat, Wheeler's Cavalry had the task of protecting- 
and covering the army, and for that purpose General Kelly 
commanded one of his divisions. 

•*»" ... • 

Immediately after the defeat at Chattanooga, Bragg re¬ 
treated down the railroad until he reached Dalton, where he 
stopped. Sherman spent the winter in Chattanooga, and did 
not begin his March to the Sea until the following spring, but 
during the winter there were skirmishes and engagements be¬ 
tween various detachments. General Kelly's division of cavalry 
was sometimes at one place and sometimes at another, as shown, 
by the following reports and orders from the Official Records- 
of the War of the Rebellion: 

“Headquarters Fourth Cavalry Division, 52 
Tunnel Hill, December 2, 186B. 


Colonel Lyon, 

Chief of Staff, Wheeler's Cavalry Corps. 

Colonel: I am just informed by courier from the front,, 
who was sent by Colonel Griffith, Third Kentucky Regiment,, 
that a heavy force of cavalry arrived in Ringgold this eve¬ 
ning about sundown; their advance pickets are about one- 
half a mile this side of that place. 

Very respectfully, 

J. H. Kelly, 

Brigadier-General, Commanding.' 3 " 

“Special Orders ) 53 Headquarters Cavalry Corps,. 

No. 107 ) Dalton, Ga., Dec. 4, 1863. 

V. Major-General Wharton will proceed with his command 
to Varnell Station and there take post. He will connect 

“Series I, Vol .31, Part 3, p. 775. 

53 I Series, Vol. 31, Part 3, p. 784. 
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his pickets with those of General Kelly, and guard well 
all the approaches to the right flank of the army. He 
will have scouts thrown out well on his right to observe 
any movement of the enemy in that direction. 

By order of Major-General Wheeler,” 

> 

etc. 

“Organization of the Army of Tennessee, commanded by Lieu¬ 
tenant-General William J. Hardee, C. S. Army, December 
10, 1863. 64 

Wheeler’s Cavalry Corps 
Major-General Joseph Wheeler 

Kelly’s Division 

Brigadier-General John H. Kelly 

Wade’s Brigade Grigsby’s Brigade 

(etc.) (etc.) 

Kelly’s Division of Artillery 
(etc.)” 

“Headquarters Army of Tennessee, 55 
Dalton, Georgia, December 15, 1868. 

Major-General Wheeler, 

Commanding Corps. 

General: In reply to your communication of the 14th at 
5:30 P.M., the lieutenant-general directs me to say that you 
will return with your command in the event of your find¬ 
ing out that the enemy has not penetrated into Northern. 
Georgia, as he does not wish you to harass your command 
with unnecessary marches. I have directed the commanders 
of detachments of Kelly’s division, in the event he has not 
received orders to the contrary from you, that he will halt 
his command until he shall hear from you. 

I am, General, very respectfully, your obedient servant,, 

George Wm. Brent, 

Assistant Adjuant-General.” 


54 1 bid, p. 807-808. 
55 1 bid, p. 832. 
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“Pulaski, December 28, 1863. 50 

Maj.-Gen. U. S. Grant: 

One of our men has come in. Left Cave Spring the 
19th. Says on the 16th Hardee had his headquarters at 
Dalton, with his army near there; one brigade of infantry 
at Resaca; Kelly's division of cavalry was with Hardee at 
Cave Spring. 

G. W. Dodge, 
Brigadier-General." 

Report 57 of Col. Eli Long, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, commanding 
Second Cavalry Brigade: 

“Hdqrs. Second Brigade, Second Division Cavalry, 
Calhoun, Tenn., Dec. 28, 1863. 

General: I have the honor to report of an attack made this 
A.M. about 10 o'clock by the rebel General Wheeler. The 
attack was made by a force of from 1200 to 1500 cavalry 
and mounted infantry, led by General Wheeler in person. 
Brigadier-General Kelly, with his brigade, formed part of 
this force. Their object was to capture the supply train 
which arrived here last night. They were not successful, 
main column headed out Dalton road and utter confusion 
reigned. Several of the enemy were killed and wounded. 
My own loss is one man seriously wounded. 

Eli Long." 

General Joseph E. Johnston had now arrived at Dalton to 
take the command of the Army of Tennessee, having been trans¬ 
ferred from the Department of Mississippi by order of President 
Davis on December 18, 1863. He remained at Dalton, recruiting 
his forces and preparing for the coming campaign, which opened 
in May, 1864. By that time, he had an army of between 50,000 
and 70,000, of veterans, to oppose an army about double its 
number, and adequately armed and supplied. The table of organi- 

50 lbid, p. 521. 

57 0fficial Records, War of the Rebellion, I Ser. Vol. 31, Part 1, p. 643. 
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zation of the Confederate Army, dated December 31, 1863, 58 show 
Kelly's Division was composed of two brigades, Grigsby's and 
and Wade's, and artillery, and contained the following commands: 

1st (3rd) Kentucky, Col. J. R. Butler, 

2nd Kentucky, Colonel Thos. G. Woodward, 

9th Kentucky, Major J. P. Austin, 

Allison's Squadron, John H. Allison, 

Hamilton's Battalion, Lieut.-Col. O. P. Hamilton, 

Rucker's Legion, Colonel E. W. Rucker, 

1st Confederate, Capt. C. H. Conner, Commanding, 

3rd Confederate, Colonel John McCaskill, 

8th Confederate, Lieut.-Col. John S. Prather, 

10th Confederate, Colonel Charles T. Goode, 

Huwald's (Tennessee) Battery, Captain Gustave A. Huwald. 
The Army went into winter quarters, preparatory to the 

spring and summer campaigns. 


* 


BS Ibid. Part 3, p. 888. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

IN WINTER QUARTERS 1863-1864 

The Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, as pub¬ 
lished by the United States Government, contain few items 
about this part of the Army of Tennessee for the months they 
were in winter quarters. From a statement made on January 
19, 1864, by B. F. Remington, 39 a deserter to the Federals from 
the Confederate Army, it appears that he had been a captain 
and acting commissary of subsistence, brigade commissary in 
Grigsby's brigade in Kelly's Division, Wheeler's Corps; that the 
brigade headquarters were then at Tunnel Hill; that there were 
two brigades in Kelly's division, Grigsby's and Wade's; that he 
is not certain but thinks there are four divisions in Wheeler's 
Corps, commanded by Kelly, Wharton, Martin, and Armstrong. 

A report from W. W. Van Antwerp, who signs himself as 
“Captain, Fourth Michigan, Commanding Escort and Flag," is 

dated Rossville, Ga., February 6, 1864, and states: 00 

* 

“I have the honor to report that, in compliance with orders, 
I proceeded at 4 P.M. on the 3rd instant, under flag of 
truce, to escort a party of 28 secession citizens to the 
rebel lines. I was met by Lieutenant-Colonel Griffith about 
an hour afterward, who, having ascertained the object of 
the visit, conducted me half a mile inside their outer line 
of pickets and directed me to go into camp on the premises 
of a Mr. Jack, where I would await until he could communi¬ 
cate with General Kelly, who was in command at Tunnel 
Hill. Colonel Griffith then returned to his command, and 
I heard nothing from him or others officially until 9 A.M. 
of the 5th, when the Colonel returned with an escort of 30 
men and ambulances and wagons with which to convey 
the citizens to Tunnel Hill. I was visited by a great number 
of officers from the camp at Tunnel Hill, and they all, 
without a single exception, treated myself and the escort 
with the greatest kindness and attention.” 


“Series I, Vol, 32, Part 2, p. 141. 
“Ibid, p. 338. 
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From a report of Capt. W. L. Scott, as Chief of Artillery of 
Wheeler’s Cavalry Corps, dated April 1, 1864, we learn that the 
batteries of the Fourth Cavalry Division (Kelly’s) were stationed 
near Oxford, Ala., and had a total of 95 men, of whom 62 were 
efficient, and four guns, of which two were 3-inch rifles and 
two were 12 pounder Howitzers, and that they had 26 serviceable 
horses and 9 unserviceable ones. 61 

On April 11th, J. C. Moore, Federal scout, reported at Chat¬ 
tanooga 62 that General Wheeler and two of his brigadier-generals, 
Kelly and Allen, were at Tunnel Hill, but that he could not find 
out how large a force Wheeler had. 

On April 12th, at 8 F.M., General Kelly reported from Tunnel 
Hill 63 to the Chief of Staff, "'Scouts report that two regiments 
of Yankee infantry, 800 or 1,000 strong, entered LaFayette at 
7 A.M. today and camped half mile from the town, on the Dug 
Gap road.” 

Colonel Robert H. G. Minty, of the Fourth Michigan Cav¬ 
alry, had reported from Ringgold on April 10th that there were 
two brigades, Humes’ and Wade’s, stationed at Tunnel Hill, 
under command of General Kelly. 64 

From the abstract of returns of the Army of Tennessee, 
dated April 20th, 1864, Kelly’s Division is listed with an aggre¬ 
gate present for duty, 179 officers and 1,495 men, of whom a 
total of 1,070 were effective, out of an aggregate present of 
2,303, with an aggregate present and absent of 4,305, and one 
piece of artillery. 65 

A report from Brigadier-General Judson Kilpatrick, com¬ 
manding the Federal Third Cavalry Division, from Ringgold on 
April 29th, states that “on the road to Hooker’s Gap, three other 
Tennessee regiments are encamped near to the hill on the road 
to Cleveland. Major-General Wheeler and Brigadier-Generals- 


61 Series I, VoL 32, Part 3, p. 732. 
“Ibid, p. 351. 

“Ibid, p. 775. 

“Ibid, Part 1, p. 858. 

“Ibid, Part 3, p. 801. 
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Humes, Kelly and Allen are in command of the cavalry, and their 
commands are all encamped near Tunnel Hill.” 00 

The tables of organization of the Army of Tennessee, dated 
April 30, 1864, show that Major-General Wheeler was in com¬ 
mand of the Cavalry Corps of that army, and that Kelly's Division 
consisted of two brigades, as follows: 07 

Allen's Brigade, commanded by Brig.-Gen. William W. Allen 
3rd Confederate, Col. P. H. Rice, 

8th Confederate, Lieut.-Col. John S. Prather, 

10th Confederate, Capt. T. G. Holt, 

12th Confederate, Capt. Charles H. Conner. 

Dibrell's Brigade, Col. George G. Dibrell, 

4th Tennessee, Col. William S. McLemore, 

8th Tennessee, Capt. Jefferson Leftwich, 

9th Tennessee, Col. Jacob B. Biffle, 

10th Tennessee, Col. William E. De Moss, 

11th Tennessee, Col. Daniel W. Holman. 

From other sources, chiefly from Colonel John W. Dubose's 
book “General Wheeler and the Army of Tennessee,” we learn 
more of the details of this winter. 08 When General Johnston 
took command at Dalton, just after Christmas, in 1863, he found 
the army more or less discouraged and demoralized from the 
recent defeats, and he immediately went to work on preparing 
for the spring campaign. 

General Cleburne was in command of his division with 
headquarters at Tunnel Springs, where General Kelly also had 
his headquarters. These two were warm friends, from the 
opening days of the War when both had commanded Arkansas 
troops, and Cleburne had been Kelly's former brigade and divi- 
sion commander. Here General Cleburne employed every leisure 
minute in preparing a manuscript of many pages. Finally he 
sent through his Corps commander, General Hardee, an invita¬ 
tion to the general officers of all grades, including General John¬ 
ston, the commanding general, and to all of the regimental 
commanders, to assemble at Army headquarters on January 2, 
1864. 


Gfl l bid, Part 1, p. 688. 

"Series I, Vol. 38, Part 3, p. 642. 
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When the day arrived, General Cleburne read to the astound¬ 
ed audience the paper he had prepared. He stated that slavery 
had become a military weakness to the Confederacy because 
the plantations were liable to invasion and recruits were taken 
by the Federals from the slaves, who willingly enlisted in the 
Federal army for bounty and emancipation, thereby swelling 
the ranks of the invaders, and that although President Davis 
had ordered that the army be increased by bringing back all 
men improperly absent, by forbidding substitutes, and by putting 
into the ranks all hospital and train details heretofore exempt, 
nevertheless, with all these, and with all below eighteen and over 
forty-five who were able to bear arms conscripted, in twelve 
months these sources of supply would be exhausted. “Through 
lack of system,” he wrote, “the fruits of our struggles and sacri¬ 
fices have invariably slipped away from us and left us nothing 
but long lists of dead and mangled. Our soldiers can see no end 
to this state of affairs except in our own exhaustion.” 

The paper presented the situation with clarity and eloquence. 
The ominous prophecy was made that the South must choose 
between independence and the abolition of slavery. Should the 
slaves be enlisted in the Confederate army, win the Confederate 
battles and be set free, or should they enlist in the United States 
army, to conquer the Confederacy? If freed, the Confederacy 
would at once have numbers equal to or superior to the invader; 
it would have a reserve sufficient for all purposes; it would move 
its armies forward and forage in the enemy's country. Northern 
abolitionists and their “Exeter Hall” sympathizers would lose 
their whole argument for war, northern soldiers would abandon 
their colors and foreign nations would rush to get Southern 
cotton and recognize the Confederacy in the family of nations. 

The paper was an elaborate argument. Taking the officers 
by surprise, it created a profound sensation. General Johnston 
and Lieutenant-General Hardee, who were present, seemed to 
assent but were silent. Wide differences of opinion developed 
between the officers present. Major-General W. H. T. Walker, 
of Georgia, announced his condemnation, branding the paper 
as incendiary and stating that it ought to be sent to the War 
Department. He asked General Johnston to forward his copy, 
through official channels, but the General declined, holding that 
the paper was political, not military. 
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This action of the General Commander greatly disappointed 
Cleburne. He declared his readiness to surrender the splendid 
division which he commanded and to take instead a division of 
negroes. 

Brigadier-General Patton Anderson, a Floridian, wrote to 
his friend, Lieutenant-General Polk, that he resented the sug¬ 
gestions of the paper bitterly and urged him to interfere. 

Some thought the argument for enlistment of negroes in 
the Confederate Army seemed justified by the fidelity shown 
by the thousands of negro body-servants carried by officers and 
by many privates in the Army. This loyalty to their masters 
was as remarkable as true. Negro servants in the Army almost 
never deserted. 

The paper was finally signed by Brigadier-General Gowan, 
of Arkansas, Brigadier-General Lowery, of Mississippi, and 
Brigadier-General Kelly, of Wheeler's Cavalry, along with Major- 
General Cleburne and ten others, colonels, lieutenant-colonels, and 
majors. 

The government, in trepidation, suppressed the Cleburne 
Memorial. However, by an act of Congress fourteen and a half 
months later, the exact proposal of Cleburne was ratified, but 
it was then too late to be of any avail. 

On the day that Johnston issued his orders taking com¬ 
mand of the Army of Tennessee at Dalton (December 27th), 
General Hardee sent Wheeler with some 1200 men to overtake a 
wagontrain of supplies sent by Grant at Chattanooga to Burn¬ 
side at Knoxville. With Wheeler went General Kelly. 

The expedition left camp in the afternoon of that same day, 
and rode all night in rain and sleet. By ten o'clock of the next 
morning, they had ridden forty miles and came upon the rear 
of the train near Charleston. General P. G. Sheridan, of the 
Federal Army, by orders, awaited with a heavy force on the 
north bank of the Hiwassee to receive Wheeler's expected attack 
on the train, having pickets out for two or three miles on the 
road on which the Confederates were coming. 

General Kelly charged these pickets and drove them before 
him. Sheridan came over the River with force to support them, 
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while the bulk of the train crossed the River. Kelly met Sheri¬ 
dan, but had an inadequate force and was recalled after some 
fighting. 

At this time, while the force was in confusion and outnum¬ 
bered, the Federals attacked a brigade commanded by Colonel 
W. E. Wade of the 8th Confederate Regiment. Generals Wheeler 
and Kelly rode among the troops, encouraging them, and they 
rallied, but the wagon train escaped capture. 

All this time, the bulk of Wheeler's cavalry was still under 
Major-General Will T. Martin, with Longstreet, in East Tennes¬ 
see. In his report of January 28, 1864, General Martin said of 
his troops, “A very large proportion of men and even officers are 
ragged and barefooted, without blankets or overcoats. A very 
large number of my horses are unshod. The men have received 
no pay for six months." 

About February 23rd, 1864, Wheeler's Corps was called out 
to meet the enemy, Wheeler being on the front with that part of 
his force which had been left with General Kelly. They were 
drawn up in line of battle beyond the town, in sight of Tunnel 
Hill. Here it was believed that a great battle was to be fought. 
Wheeler retired slowly and stationed his force on the south side 
of Tunnel Hill, prepared to give the enemy a warm reception. 
But the Yankees retired instead of advancing, and the expected 
battle did not materialize, at that time, but the next day the 
columns advanced and Wheeler's Corps received the attack of 
the center column. His artillery fire checked that column, and 
at the same time General Johnston, determined not to be caught, 
had a large part of his infantry in the Pass watching for the 
foe. The firing there continued all day at intervals, while an¬ 
other detachment of the enemy marched in force around the 
Mountain and gained entrance to Crow Valley above Dalton. 
Here some skirmishing and fighting took place until night. In 
the meantime, the Federals had attacked Stewart on Hindman's 
right in Mill Creek Gap, but Stewart had sent down a severe 
musketry fire upon them from his position on the hill, opening 
a battery upon their front. 

When General Johnston rode up to his headquarters after 
dark, after having been in the saddle all day, he learned that 
the guard left at Dug Gap had retired without firing a shot 
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and that the enemy had taken possession there. But now Gran- 
berry’s Texas Brigade, Hardee’s advance column, returning, filed 
off the cars at Dalton’s railroad depot. A trap was laid for the 
Federals, but they discovered it and fled in the utmost haste. 
So General Thomas had failed in his undertaking to gain posses¬ 
sion of Dalton in three days, February 23, 24, and 25, and 
General Grant’s double movement upon Atlanta had also failed. 

As spring advanced, brisk skirmishes became more frequent, 
until they were almost a daily occurrence, and between skir¬ 
mishes there were drills in tactics and sabre exercises. 

Colonel DuBose, in his “General Wheeler and the Army of 
Tennessee ,” 60 mentions a letter from a captain in Wheeler’s 
Corps, dated March 27, 1864, at Tunnel Hill, Ga., in which he 
speaks of witnessing the sport of snowballing on a large scale, in 
which companies, regiments, brigades, divisions, and even corps 
engaged. He also mentioned having to go before an examining 
board, composed of Generals Kelly and Humes; some were sub¬ 
jected to a slight examination, others passed through a severe 
ordeal, and that it was on this occasion that he became acquainted 
with General Kelly, whom he described as being a fine, boyish- 
looking young man, with eyes and a mouth indicative of decided 
character. He also mentioned a Sunday morning inspection and 
review of their brigade, how Generals Wheeler, Kelly, Humes 
and Allen rode by with their gay, dashing staffs, but that un¬ 
fortunately about half the different regiments were off on duty, 
rendering the display less imposing. 

As the winter passed, a new spirit seemed infused through 
the army. The men were better clothed and fed than had seemed 
possible two months before. Another letter from the front, * 
under date “Tunnel Springs, Ga., April 23, 1864,” gave some de¬ 
tails of the life there in the cavalry. 

“This morning part of our brigade attacked the enemy’s 
picket-lines, captured between thirty and forty, killed and 
wounded some thirteen to fifteen, and lost one man killed 
and two wounded, a good little work to do before breakfast. 
We have thus taken double pay for the raids they have 
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been making on our pickets. With a few more dashes, we 
will have the Yankee cavalry appreciating our prowess.” 
“We have been drilling almost incessantly under Generals 
Wheeler, Kelly, and Allen. General Wheeler had dummies 
made of old clothes stuffed with straw, standing like in¬ 
fantry in line, a hundred yards long. Sixty yards behind 
the dummy line there is a line of men on foot, with guns 
loaded with blank cartridges. We charge the dummies at 
full speed, the blank cartridges behind them fire and the 
men run. Very pretty sport to the generals but dangerous 
and fatiguing to the men. 

General Wheeler comes around at sunrise almost each morn¬ 
ing to see the command grooming their horses.” 

The winter was over, eventually, and with the warm days 
of the spring the campaign began to shape up. Sherman's ob¬ 
ject was “to move against Johnston's army, to break it up, 
and to get into the interior of the enemy's country as far as 
he could, inflicting all the damage possible on their war re¬ 
sources.”' 1 The war was now to be carried home to the women 
and the children, to the old and young and helpless. The Con¬ 
federate army was inferior to Sherman's forces in numbers, in 
equipment, and in supplies. The Confederacy, with no market, 
no ships, no factories, no credit, and but a fraction of the popu¬ 
lation, was pitted against a nation with the resources built 
up by the previously combined efforts of all, and now command¬ 
ing the sea, rich in resources, and with the whole world as a 
market in which to buy and sell. 

General Kelly, youth though he was, realized the inequality 
of the struggle, and that only through activity, audacity, aggres¬ 
siveness and skill could the Confederates overcome the advan¬ 
tages of the Union forces. He met these unequal terms of combat 
with a willingness that portrayed him a perfect Confederate 
general. He took great risks and assumed grave responsibilities, 
as he had a clear vision and had fought battles which were and 
are among the bloodiest in all the annals of War. 


71 BattIes & Leaders of the Civil War, p. 614. 
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CHAPTER IX 

THE ATLANTA CAMPAIGN 

With the coming of May, the Federal campaign to end 
the war by crushing the Confederate people in their homes 
began. 

On May 1, 1864, General Kelly's division moved to the 
front, at a point on the Cleveland road where they expected to 
meet some of Sherman's forces, as is shown by a report, made 
in October, by General Joseph E. Johnston, 72 in which he said, 

“On the 1st of May I reported the enemy about to advance 
and again urged that a part of Lieutenant-General Polk's 
troops should be put at my disposal. Major-General Martin, 
coming from East Tennessee, and Brigadier-General Kelly, 
from the neighborhood of Resaca, to report to Major-General 
Wheeler." 

Johnston, across the Etowah, followed the railroad through 
the mountains. On Monday, May 23, 1864, Wheeler heard of 
the probable plans of Sherman, to toll the Confederates away 
from the railroad and the mountains, then to wedge himself in 
between the Confederates and the mountains and railroad. On 
the same day, Wheeler crossed the Etowah. Leaving his com¬ 
mand in bivouac on the north side, he took 100 men and rode 
off into the night to scout toward Cartersville, Sherman's ex¬ 
treme right. At midnight, he returned, woke up the camp, and 
all were put in motion. Cassville was attacked, offering feeble 
resistance. The First Georgia Regiment was sent to Cass Sta¬ 
tion, four miles away, to gather information. They sent back 
word that there was work there for the General. The General 
came, at the head of Kelly's division, with the result that the 
Confederates captured 350 wagons with teams, all loaded with 
supplies, intended for Sherman's men on a flank movement to 
Dallas, twenty miles south and away from the railroad. This 
was the masterly attempt to get around the mountains to Ala- 
toona. 


72 Official Records, War of the Rebellion, I Series, Vol, 38, Part 3, p. 614. 
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This verified Sherman’s movement toward Dallas, and! 
netted the Confederates’ Quartermaster supplies 70 loaded wag¬ 
ons and their teams, 300 equipped cavalry horses, a number of 
mules, and in addition 182 prisoners were marched in. 

The next day, the battle of New Hope Church was fought',, 
in which the 30th Alabama Infantry, under command of another* 
Kelly—Samuel Camp Kelly—won renown. 

General Kelly had a prominent part in the brilliant success’ 
in the Pickett Settlement fight on May 27th. Wheeler sent 
General Kelly with his division to watch the infantry front. 
The cavalry received the attack and most gallantly resisted the 
advance of the Federals. General Johnston gave the following 
account of that event : 73 

“Between five and six o’clock in the afternoon, Kelly’s skir¬ 
mishers were driven in by a body of Federal cavalry, whose 
advance was supported by the 4th Corps. This advance 
was retarded by the resistance of Kelly’s troops, fighting- 
on foot, behind little heaps of loose stones. As soon as the 
noise of this conflict revealed to Major-General Cleburne 1 
the manoeuver, to turn his right, he brought the right bri¬ 
gade of his second line, Granberry’s, to Kelly’s support.” 

Very serious work now developed, and very interesting en¬ 
gagements of this marvelous campaign took place. Kelly’s cav¬ 
alry received the advance of ten times their number, dismounted, 
men, lying several feet apart, with each man’s head behind an 
improvised shelter made of a pile of stones which he himself 
set up. There he loaded and fired, loaded and fired, and re¬ 
peated the process as the solid mass of the enemy advanced 
rapidly, crying, “Now we’ve got you from behind your logs,, 
d*** you!” 

The Federals did not try to flank Cleburne’s right, but 
sought to run over the center by a deep formation. Neverthe¬ 
less, the Federal superiority in numbers was so great that a 
considerable force was deflected, through a small farm, on that 
flank, and had gone some forty to fifty yards to the rear when 
a consolidated Arkansas infantry regiment commanded by Colo- 


73 Battles & Leaders of the Civil War, p. 308. 
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nel Baucum confronted the advance of the detachment. One of 
the regiments thus consolidated was the former 8th Arkansas, 
in which General Kelly had served as lieutenant, captain, major, 
and finally colonel, and from which he had been taken to com¬ 
mand a brigade. He now rode to the front of the Arkansians, 
and with ringing, clear tones, called “Forward!” With a bound, 
they sprang, cheering, to Granberry’s right flank. The resolute 
Federals, conscious of their numerical superiority, pressed for¬ 
ward. They came to within thirty feet of the muzzles of the 
Confederate line, fired, and fell back, It would have been stark 
tragedy for the Confederate Army had they not been stopped! 

Night came but it brought only a lull in the battle. The 
Confederates continued to hold their original positions on the 
side of the hill; the enemy must march up the steep opposite 
hill to receive their fire, at close range, on the summit. From 
time to time, they fired musketry viciously on the Confederates, 
whose position had no breastworks or protection except the top 
-of the hill. 

Cleburne, irritated at this manner of fighting, ordered Gran- 
berry to push out scouts and skirmish on his front with his 
Texans. The Federals, in solid array, were too near for this. 
Granberry fixed bayonets and his whole line, with rebel yell, 
dashed down the hill into the darkness. This was too much for 
the Yankees. They fled in utter rout, leaving at least 700 dead 
on the field. 

Both engagements were practically fought by infantry,— 
even the cavalry was largely dismounted,—and up to the time 
of Johnston’s retreat certainly there was no sign of demoraliza¬ 
tion of troops. 

4 „ 

Kelly’s cavalry had fought side by side with the infantry. 
When it was all over, Granberry’s Texans shouted to Kelly’s 
Division, as they passed, “Hurrah for the cavalry !” 74 

In the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, the re¬ 
ports and tables of organization give fragmentary details which, 
if patiently pieced together, give an account of undeniable ac¬ 
curacy and authority. In the hectic days of this campaign, 


74 Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, pp. 308-309. 
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reports were not made as often or as promptly as might now 
be desired, and many were lost or destroyed. But this is the 
most authoritative source of information now as to what then 
happened. 

In a report, dated simply “Headquarters Cavalry Corps, 
June 1, 1864,” 75 General Wheeler reports the following as the 
operation by the cavalry during the period from May 6th to 
May 31st: 

May 6, the enemy advanced in force near Tunnel Hill. 

May 7, the enemy commenced a determined advance in 
line of battle. At about 11 o’clock we were forced 
to abandon the town, and by 3 o’clock were driven 
back to our fortifications. At dark I sent a regi¬ 
ment of Grigsby’s brigade to re-enforce the picket 
at Dug Gap. 

May 8, the rest of Grigsby’s brigade was sent to Dug 
Gap, and with the rest of my command I moved 
to the Cleveland road, where I was joined by 
General Kelly, who had marched from Besaca the 
previous day. 

May 9, captured 1 colonel and 100 prisoners. The enemy’s 
loss in killed and wounded was very heavy. The 
enemy’s force was 5000 cavalry, supported by in¬ 
fantry. Our force engaged was less than 900. 

May 10, and 11, skirmishing along our lines. 

May 12, attacked Stoneman’s Corps near Varnell’s Station 
and drove it to Rocky Face Ridge, killing, wound¬ 
ing and capturing fully 150 of the enemy. The 
enemy burned 400 wagons and a considerable 
amount of commissary stores to prevent their cap¬ 
ture. They moved toward Resaca and our army 
took position on the Oostenaula. 


75 Series I, Vol. 38, Part 3, p. 944-951. 
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May 13, enemy attacked and we were forced back to Til¬ 
ton. During fifteen hours they pressed forward 
but ten miles. 

May 14, early in the morning I moved out with Kelly's 
division to develop the enemy. 

May 15, we were ordered to Calhoun. In obedience to or¬ 
ders I moved to a point near Resaca on the south 
side of the Oostanaula. We charged Stoneman's 
command who had attacked General Hardee's hos¬ 
pitals. We defeated him and recaptured the hos¬ 
pitals and pursued him two miles, capturing 40 
prisoners and 2 stands of colors. 

May 17, with Kelly's and Harrison's divisions and Williams' 
brigade, I resisted the enemys, who were advanc¬ 
ing on the Calhoun road. At about 3 o'clock I 
was obliged to retire two miles south of Adairs- 
ville. The enemy moved around my left flank on 
the west side of the creek. General Kelly's divi¬ 
sion was sent to oppose this force and to prevent 
the enemy gaining our rear. 

May 19, General Kelly was ordered to retire by a by-road 
with his command to the town. As the rear of 
General Kelly's command was near the town the 
enemy's cavalry charged his line of skirmishers, 
but were stampeded by the fire from a second 
line of his command, and were charged in return 
by his escort. 

May 20, Allen's brigade of Kelly's division was sent to assist 
*■ General Jackson, and the remainder of my com¬ 
mand guarded all the roads to the right of the 
railroad leading to Cartersville. The rear of my 
column retired across the Etowah River and then 
we burned the bridge. 

May 21 and 22, rested in camp near the Alabama road. 

May 23, at night I moved near Cartersville to ascertain 
the strength, location, and movements of the 
enemy. 
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May 24, my command rested all day on the north bank 
of the river. At midnight, with a portion of my 
command, I struck the enemy's rear near Cassville. 
I moved on to Cassville and discovered a wagon 
train near Cass Station. Not knowing the force 
guarding the train, I felt it would not do to risk 
my entire command. I attacked with Kelly's divi¬ 
sion, using one regiment to guard its right flank 
on the Kingston road. General Humes' division 
was formed in line of battle in rear of the town 
to be prepared to re-enforce General Kelly if needed 
or to cover his retreat if compelled to retire. The 
attack by charging was a complete success, driv¬ 
ing the enemy from his wagons and capturing 
about 80 wagons, which were safely brought out, 
and burning the remainder of their train. When 
the enemy attacked, he was met and driven back. 
We killed and wounded a large number of the 
enemy, also captured over 100 prisoners. I with¬ 
drew quietly toward the river, crossing with my 
prisoners, wagons, mules, horses, etc. We attained 
the object for which we were sent. 

May 26, We moved from Acworth to join the main army, 
and took our position on its right on the Acworth 
and Dallas road. 

May 27, General Cleburn's division of infantry having been 
formed upon the right of our infantry line, I placed 
portions of Hannon's and Allen's small cavalry 
brigades, of Kelly's division, upon General Cle¬ 
burne's right flank. I ordered General Kelly to 
move to the right and close upon General Humes. 
While making the movement, and before it was 
completed, the enemy moved a column up a ravine 
between Kelly's right and Humes' left. I ordered 
a regiment from Humes to oppose them, which was 
promptly placed in position, but finding it was 
warmly pressed, General Humes re-enforced it with 
another regiment from his command. While this 
movement was going on Hazen's Federal infantry 
brigade charged our line, but was repulsed by a 
counter-charge of Humes' and Kelly's commands. 
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May 28, 29, 30 and 31, there was skirmishing along our 
entire line. Besides the capture and destruction 
of property at Cass Station and Tunnel Hill, we 
captured during this time over 500 prisoners and 
5 stands of colors. Also more than 500 animals 
and successfully engaged superior forces of both 
the enemy’s infantry and cavalry, inflicting upon 
them heavy losses. 

These operations, however, were not without losses. The report 
of casualties sustained in the operations covered in the above 
report, which is attached to the report, while greatly dispro¬ 
portionate to the losses sustained by the Federals, are tragic, 
because the North had plenty of man-power with which to fill 
the gaps, but the South did not. The table also shows that 
the brunt of these actions fell upon General Kelly’s division. 


Command 

Killed 

Wounded 

Captured 

M issing 

Staff . 


i 



Escort.. 


5 

2 


Martin’s Division . 

. 14 

68 

25 

43 

Kelly’s Division. 

. 39 

154 

16 

23 

Williams’ Brigade. 

. 7 

24 

9 

5 

Robertson’s Artillery... 


1 


. 

Total.. 

. 73 

341 

53 

81 


Another interesting document is “General Orders No. 6,” 
issued by General Wheeler from his headquarters under date 
of June 18, 1864. It is addressed to “Soldiers of the Cavalry 
Corps” and reads, in part, as follows: 70 

“1. For two months you have been constantly under the fire 
of and engaging a powerful foe. In every movement of 
our army you have been between it and the enemy, 
hurling back his exulting advance and holding him in 
check until our entire army had quietly prepared to re¬ 
ceive and repulse his gigantic assaults. Every attempt 
to turn our flanks or strike our communications has been 
baffled by your promptness, activity, and valor. You 
have labored both night and day without a murmur; 
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you have built fortifications and held long lines of works 
when attacked by the enemy's infantry, even ten times 
your numbers. 

2. First. It is impossible in one order to enumerate all your 
brilliant achievements; a few may be mentioned. 

Second. At New Hope, May 27, a portion of Humes' and 
Kelly's commands repulsed with immense slaughter a 
most desperate attempt on the part of the enemy, twenty 
times their strength, to gain our rear, and held him at 
bay until re-enforced by our infantry line. This service 
was most signal and was alone due to your valor. 

4. First. At Varnell's Station less than 1000 men from 
Allen's and Dibrell's brigades, of Kelly's division, and the 
Texas Rangers of Harrison's brigade, Humes' division, 
met and repulsed the attacks of a force of cavalry 5000 
strong. 

Second. At Rocky Face, May 12, Dibrell's and Allen's 
brigades, of Kelly's division, a portion of Humes' division 
and Hannon's brigade, attacked Major-General Stone- 
man's Cavalry corps, capturing a number of prisoners, 
and so defeating and stampeding the enemy as to cause 
him to destroy, as we afterward learned, all his stores 
near Tunnel Hill and burn a large tarin of wagons to 
prevent their falling into our hands. 

Third. At Cass Station, having been ordered to make a 
reconnaissance in the enemy's rear, a portion of Allen's 
brigade, of Kelly's division, under command of Colonel 
Goode, and General Wheeler's escort being in advance, 
they charged and defeated the enemy, capturing a large 
and valuable wagon train and a number of prisoners. 

6. Your great commander, General Johnston, fully appre¬ 
ciates the valuable services you have rendered, and re¬ 
lies with confidence upon you to maintain the high repu¬ 
tation your noble conduct has won, and to accomplish 
whatever task he may call upon you to undertake." 

As the campaign continued, the cavalry continued to be 
between the Confederate Army and the enemy, scouting, skir- 
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mishing, delaying, and all the while the Confederate retreat 
continued. General Kelly’s part in this can be judged from the 
frequent mention of his division in the cavalry action of Wheel¬ 
er’s Corps. It would be interesting to piece together a day by 
day record of his activities as revealed in the various reports. 
When that is done, the Atlanta campaign will be better under¬ 
stood. 

Among the, reports on file in the United States War De¬ 
partment, as published in the Official Records of the War of 
the Rebellion, are these which shed a little light on the events 
of the summer: 

“Headquarters First Brigade, Second Cavalry Division, 
Department of the Cumberland, 

Noonday Creek, Ga., June 21, 1864 . . . 

Since my last report to 11th June, I have been almost daily 
engaged with the enemy, generally light skirmishing with 
but small loss. I received orders from the general com¬ 
manding the division to cross the creek and camp for the 
night. I received a report from Major Jennings, command¬ 
ing Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, that he had been at¬ 
tacked from the north. On joining him, I ordered a charge. 
The enemy was driven nearly a quarter of a mile when 
Captain Newlin ran into Williams’ brigade and was re¬ 
pulsed. The enemy then charged. Kelly’s division now 
advanced, Anderson’s (late Allen’s) brigade on the right 
of Williams advanced in good style, the Confederates with 
sabers, supported by the Fifth Georgia with pistols. Three 
times they charged but each time were driven back in con¬ 
fusion. As night came on, the enemy withdrew, leaving us 
in possession of the field. 


Robt. H. G. Minty, 

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.” 77 


77 Series I, Vol. 38, Part 2, p. 820-823. 
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“Headquarters Kelly’s Cavalry Division, 

In the field, July 5, 1864. 

Major: 

I have the honor to state that my pickets are all in 
and I am about to move towards the Pace’s Ferry road, 
leaving two regiments at the point designated by the Major- 
General commanding. Everything quiet in front. No enemy 
reported either on this, the Pace’s Ferry, or Paper Mill Road. 

Very respectfully, 

J. H. Kelly, 

Brigadier-General Commanding.” 78 

“Headquarters Field Brigade, Second Cavalry Div. 
Department of the Cumberland, 

Roswell Factory, Ga., July 7, 1864. 

Extracts from a letter published at Atlanta, in the after¬ 
noon edition of the Memphis Appeal of the 25th June. A 
supplementary report of the fight at Latimar’s Mill on the 
20th June: ‘On the 20th instant two divisions, Kelly’s and 
Martin’s, and one brigade, Williams’, of our cavalry, went 
around to the left flank and rear of Sherman’s army, it was 
said, to capture a brigade of Yankee cavalry stationed at Mc¬ 
Afee’s Bridge. After a brief, but sharp, conflict the enemy, 
Minty’s brigade, was driven from the field. The Yankees 
fought desperately and fell back slowly. . . . This is one of 
the best fighting brigades the Yankees have, part of it 
being regulars.’ ”™ 


’“Campaigns of Wheeler and His Cavalry, 1862-1865, p. 196. 
"Series I, Vol. 38, Part 2, p. 820-823. 
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Tables of Organization, dated July 10, 1864 r 80 

Kelly’s Division 


Dibrell’s Brigade: 

4th Tennessee, Col. William S. McLemore, 

8th Tennessee, Capt. Jefferson Leftwich, 

9th Tennessee, Capt. James M. Reynolds, 

10th Tennessee, Major John Minor. 

Anderson’s Brigade: 

3rd Confederate, Lieut.-Col. John McCaskill, 

8th Confederate, Lieut.-Col. John S. Prather, 

10th Confederate, Capt. W. J. Vason, 

12th Confederate, Capt. Charles H. Conner, 

5th Georgia, Lieut.-Col. Edward Bird. 

Hannon’s Brigade: 

53rd Alabama, Lieut.-Col. John F. Gaines. 

24th Alabama Battalion, Major Robert B. Snodgrass. 

William’s Brigade: 

1st (3rd) Kentucky, Col. J. R. Butler, 

2nd Kentucky (Woodward’s Regiment), Major Thomas W. 
Lewis, 

9th Kentucky, Col. William C. P. Breckinridge, 

2nd Kentucky Battalion, Capt. John B. Dortch, 

Allison’s (Tennessee) Squadron, Capt. J. S. Reese, 
Hamilton’s (Tennessee) Battalion, Major Joseph Shaw. 

“Hdqrs. Third Brigade, Second Cavalry Division, 
Roswell, Ga., July 13, 1864. 

Captain:* I report the part taken by my command in the 
action on Noonday Creek on June 20. The enemy’s force, 
as since ascertained, consisted of two divisions, under Kelly 
and Martin, and the independent brigades of Williams and 
Dibrell. 


O. A. Miller, 

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.” 81 


“Series I, Vol. 38, Part 3, p. 658. 
81 Series I, Vol. 38, Part 2, p. 850, 
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In July, 1864, President Davis removed General Joseph E. 
Johnston, because of displeasure over his policy of falling back 
without risking large conflicts, and replaced him with General 
John B. Hood. Now there was begun a more active resistance. 
However, the man-power of the Confederacy was steadily de¬ 
clining, and each loss was now irreplaceable. The weak-hearted 
were deserting, too. Vicksburg and Chattanooga were lost. Only 
a miracle could now save the Confederacy. 

From a report made by General Wheeler on October 9, 

1864. 82 it appears that when General Hood assumed command of 
the Army of Tennessee, Wheeler’s Corps consisted of “two divi¬ 
sions of cavalry under Generals Kelly and Iverson, and one small 
brigade, under General Williams,” and that, at that time, “Gen¬ 
eral Kelly with his entire command had been detached to guard 
the Augusta railroad.” The tables of organization of July 31, 

1864. 83 confirm this, and show Kelly’s division was the same as 
on July 10, with the exception of Williams’ brigade, and with the 
addition of the 11th Confederate Regiment, Colonel Daniel W. 
Holman. 

That General Kelly realized the hopelessness of the struggle 
seems certain. The previous winter he had signed Cleburne’s 
Memorial calling attention to the fact that the country was being 
bled white and that the fight could not be thrust off of Southern 
soil without more men under arms. He had seen this Memorial 
suppressed, and had seen the constant drain from death, wounds, 
disease, and desertions, which could neither be stopped nor 
replaced. An analysis of his reports as now made with those 
made before the loss of Chattanooga show a lack of the en¬ 
thusiasm, of the colorful detail, and of the punctilious courtesy 
which had formerly characterized them. Now they were brief 
to terseness, and, though riding and fighting more than ever 
before, his reports were few in number as well. The latter fact 
may have been due to the closeness of. the association with Gen¬ 
eral Wheeler, his corps commander. Yet he had no doubt been 
equally as close to his division commander when he was himself 
a brigade commander. The conclusion is inescapeable that now 
he was physically tired and was heartsick, that he saw the in¬ 
evitable end of the struggle and was putting into it his last 


bid. Part 3, p. 944-951. 
“Ibid, p. 652. 
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ounce of effort, yet without illusion as to what the final out¬ 
come would be. 

And day by day, his force dwindled. It was a race with 
death with them all, but notwithstanding, they mounted and rode 
—loyal to the last. 
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CHAPTER X 
HIS LAST RAID 

When Hood assumed command, the careful husbanding of 
man-power ceased, and the Confederate army embarked upon 
a more active contest. After an especially brilliant cavalry 
manoeuver, in which General Kelly had borne his part, or more, 
by which three raiding parties of 9500 picked Federal Cavalry 
had been dispersed, captured or destroyed, General Wheeler's 
corps went into camp near Covington, Ga., for a three days 
rest. This rest, however, was a mockery, for the men had no 
shelters, and the horses neither oats nor corn. The plantations 
had long since been wiped clean of foodstuffs. 

This rest, however, had a motive in army headquarters. 
General Hood was still holding Atlanta after eighteen days of 
ceaseless fighting. He had conceived the plan of sending Wheeler 
into Tennessee to cut Sherman's communications from his rear. 

On August 10, 1864, General Wheeler led 4,000 scantily 
equipped men out frorn the camps at Covington, across the 
Chattahoochee, under orders to destroy the railroad between the 
river and Dalton and to burn the army stores of the Federals; 
then to cross the Tennessee, to destroy the railroad to Murfrees¬ 
boro and to burn the stores en route. A long, terrible ride for 
tired men and tired, poor, half-starved horses! 

Preparatory to the raid, General Wheeler had issued this 
order r 84 

“In the march about to commence, no soldier or officer of 
any grade whatever will be permitted to carry any article 
of private property, except one single blanket and one oil¬ 
cloth. 

The troops will be inspected daily when en route and any 
additional article found upon the person or horse of any 
trooper will be destroyed. 


S4 DuBose’s Wheeler and the Army of Tennessee, p. 383, 
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The ordnance wagons, limber boxes, ambulances and cais¬ 
sons will be inspected twice each day, and the officer con¬ 
trolling them will be arrested, and if practicable immediately 
punished, if the smallest article is found thus transported.” 

The expedition was a grave military blunder. The conditions 
were all against practical results. The reduction of the forces 
defending Atlanta by 4,000 was disastrous, and especially of the 
sorely needed cavalry. Sherman laughed. 

During the morning of the 11th, several miles of railroad 
track at Marietta were destroyed. Farther up the road, Briga¬ 
dier-General Hannon captured a train of army wagons, dispersed 
the guard, and drove off, back to Atlanta, 1,700 beeves, fighting 
off the enemy who followed. 

The horses, fed solely on tender green corn, grew more 
feeble. General Martin was sent by a shorter route to capture 
a small force at Tilton, with orders to join the main column at 
Dalton. General Wheeler, with the main column, proceeded 
through Cassville and Calhoun, wreaking what damage he could 
on the way. With Kelly's and Humes' divisions, he entered Dal¬ 
ton, driving the negro troops found there to a near-by fort, 
on a commanding position. Here the Confederates found suf¬ 
ficient stores to feed themselves. Among other things they 
found the first canned milk they had ever seen, but unfor¬ 
tunately they found no grain for their horses. In his report of 
October 9, 1864, supra, General Wheeler says that on August 
14th, Humes' and Kelly's commands attacked and captured Dalton 
with a large amount of stores and Government property, their 
trains, 200 horses and mules and 200 prisoners. 

Three days were spent in making demonstrations alternately 
upon Chattanooga and Dalton. Wheeler then turned his face 
to the Tennessee. 

High waters compelled the column to ride north, beyond 
Knoxville, in order to get into middle Tennessee. At Knoxville, 
some cavalry came out to give battle, lost 100 in killed and 
wounded, and retired. 

On they went towards Nashville, but with no thought of 
attacking that place, for it had been in the hands of the Federals 
, for three years, and being used as a base by them, was thor- 
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oughly fortified. General Rousseau rode out, however, from 
Nashville, on news of their approach, with a force of infantry, 
artillery and cavalry. The two forces met in conflict, and the 
Confederates captured the Federal artillery, two stands of colors, 
thirty wagons with teams, and some prisoners, and drove the 
others in utter rout for two miles. The Confederates approached 
to within eight miles 6f Nashville. Then they swung south, and 
“at Franklin, Lynnville, Campsbellsville and other points on the 
road the enemy were repulsed and progress made.” 

On August 20,1864, they met the Federals at Franklin, Tenn. 
This was not the bloody battle of Franklin, fought a few weeks 
later, when Cleburne, Granbury, and three other generals were 
killed, six generals were wounded and General Gordon was cap¬ 
tured. This was a small action, and Colonel DuBose 80 says of it, 
“At the inconsequential affair at Franklin, fell the noble young 
Kelly, now Major-General.” 

“Confederate Wizards of the Saddle”™ pays him this tribute: 

“Rarely did the South, with its transcendant oblations on the 
altar of freedom, make nobler offering than this gifted army 
officer. A graduate of West Point, endowed with great 
military genius and burning with unbounded patriotism, 
few men with his opportunities did more for the South 
than he. In the full tide of a magnificent and brilliant 
career, he died, leading his men on to battle. Trusted and 
loved by General Wheeler, he had learned his leader’s meth¬ 
ods and, like him, always went to the front, and when it 
was necessary to inspire and enthuse his command, he led 
them in every assault upon the lines of their foes. It was in 
such work he fell.” 

In his report, General Wheeler said: 87 

* 

“To my brave division commander, General Kelly, who gave 
up his life at Franklin, while gallantly fighting at the head 
of his division, I ask the country to award its gratitude. 
No honors bestowed on his memory could more than repay 
his devotion.” 


^DuBose’s Wheeler and the Army of Tennessee, p. 384, 

^Page 268. 

87 Official Records, War of the Rebellion, Series I, Vol. 38, Part 3, p. 
951 et seq. 
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St. Francis Street Methodist 
Church, Mobile, where General 
Kelly’s funeral services were held,, 
March 18, 1866. 


The unmarked grave of General 
Kelly, between the two headstones 
of his mother’s relatives in Mag¬ 
nolia Cemetery, Mobile, Ala. 
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CHAPTER XI 
BACK TO ALABAMA 

When General Kelly; fell, at Franklin, Tennessee, on August 
20, 1864, he lingered until September 4th. In response to an 
inquiry from General Kelly's brother, Rollin H. Kelly, then of 
Mobile, Alabama, Colonel William S. McLemore, of the 4th Ten¬ 
nessee regiment, Dibrell's Brigade, Kelly's Division, wrote the 
following letter: 88 

“Franklin, Tenn., Sept. 11th, 1865. 


Mr. Rollin H. Kelly, 

Dear Sir: 

I take a sad pleasure in giving you the information de¬ 
sired in refernce to the death and burial of your noble and 
gallant brother, General Kelly. He fell leading the charge. 
The fatal bullet entered just below the right shoulder and 
ranging downward entered the right lung. Of course we 
were forced to leave him, but I am glad to be able to say 
that he was tenderly cared for as long as he lived after the 
fatal wound. He lived several days. He had the best medi¬ 
cal attendance and nursing. Was very decently buried in 
a metallic coffin, purchased by the citizens of this place. 
New clothes were put upon him with the exception of his 
coat, it was thought best he should be buried in the uniform 
coat he wore when he fell. 

Allow me to mourn with you for his loss. I honored 
him as an officer and loved him as a brother. No braver 
soldier ever faced a foe—no truer gentleman ever walked 
the earth. 

He was buried in the burial ground of Wm. H. Harrison, 
five miles from here, on the Columbia Pike. 

Respectfully, 

W. S. McLemore." 


8S The Alabamian-Herald, June 20, 1906, in Dept, of Archives & History. 
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This letter was written in 1865, as will be noticed from the 
date, after the War was over. In March, 1866, General Kelly’s- 
remains were disinterred, and brought to Mobile, and re-interred 
there in Magnolia Cemetery in a family lot. The following ac¬ 
count of his last burial appeared in a Mobile newspaper, 80 as an. 
editorial: 

“The remains of the late young and gallant Gen. John H.. 
Kelly, who commanded a brigade of Wheeler’s Cavalry, and 
fell at the bloody fight of Franklin, Tenn., were followed to 
the grave by a large number of sympathizing friends and 
citizens on Sunday afternoon. The religious services for’ 
the dead were performed in the St. Francis Street Methodist 
Church, the Rev. Mr. Dorman officiating in the pulpit. It 
was a solemn scene, and the bitter memories of the past 
seemed to rise up, unbidden, and tinge with melancholy 
the hearts of the large audience who listened to the history 
of the dead soldier whom they had come to bury. 

The deceased was a youth in years, but a hero in service 
and achievement. An orphan boy, he had no mother but 
his country, and let not even his enemies deny the merit 
of sincerity and true devotion to one who gave his young 
life to a cause in which he believed that honor commanded 
him to draw his sword. His obsequies have caused old 
wounds to be torn open and bleed afresh. He slumbers with 
the great army of the brave dead. We live to meet and 
perform the duties entailed by a fruitless sacrifice. Let us 
be as true to our country as he was to his.” 

And on the last page of the same paper, in a column headed 
“Interments for week ending March 17,” is the item: 

“March 18—Brigadier-General Kelly, C.S.A., 24 years, gun¬ 
shot wound, (brought from Tenm).” 

In the article from the West Alabamian of 1868 reprinted in the 
Alabamian-Herald, supra, there is this tribute: 

“On the 20th of August commanding a brigade of Wheeler’s 
cavalry, the blood of this young champion embalmed the 

Si, Mobile Register & Advertiser, March 17, 1866, in same place. 
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historic field of Franklin, Tennessee, where the red tide 
ebbed and flowed even unto the end. His bright face lit 
with the pride of noble purpose, his eye set forward with a 
dauntless will, filling men's souls with heroic endeavor, 
charging at the head of his column, onward and onward, 
unmindful of shot arid flame, moving with the graceful ease 
of a young Arab across the plain, on and on into the jaws 
of Death, until he slaked his thirst in the silent river and 
sank down smiling upon a fairer shore. ... He was laid 
down to rest in the bosom of his mother State, and recom¬ 
mended for promotion in the Grand Army of the Free. . . . 

His country was the lady of his dreams, 

Her cross his knightly sign— 

She died! And thus he lies— 

A stately slender palm, 

Felled down in tender blooming 
Across her grave! 

There with the early flush of Spring, 

Let Southern maidens come, 

With boughs of shining green, 

And clustered flowers. 

Here cast I mine— 

A sweet magnolia bloom, 

Its white heart filled with tears." 

When, in 1938, inquiry was made at Magnolia Cemetery in 
Mobile for his grave, no one knew where it was located. After 
thorough investigation at the National Cemetery, it.was found 
that he was not buried there. Inquiry was then made of the 
Superintendent of the “Old Magnolia Cemetery," who said he 
had never heard that General Kelly was buried there. He 
searched his rcords, and finding nothing, telephoned to the City 
Hall. Thus he got the date of interment, March 18, 1866, and 
the lot and block number. He then readily found the grave, 
an unmarked one on a lot with other members of the Herbert 
family. Pictures were taken of the grave. 

It seems a sad commentary on the State that though Frank¬ 
lin, Tenn,, honored him enough to bury him in a metallic coffin,, 
even in the midst of the strife of war, his remains still lie in 
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an unmarked grave, and his very memory has perished among 
his own people. 

Three quarters of a century ago, the land sang the praises 
of this “noble boy general of the Confederacy.” Alabamians can 
still thrill with pride over this “ideal cavalry officer” about whom 
it was said that “No braver soldier ever faced a foe, no truer 
gentleman ever walked the earth.” Let Alabama honor itself 
by honoring his memory! 
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WILLIAM MILNER KELLY 

Col. William Milner Kelly, author of “A History of the Thir¬ 
tieth Alabama Volunteers,” an infantry regiment of the Con¬ 
federate States Army, is a vfeteran of World Wars I and II. As a 
member of Company B, 2nd Alabama Infantry, Alabama National 
Guard, he entered upon active duty in June, 1916, first serving 
on the Mexican Border and later in France. In August, 1941, he 
was again called to duty with the rank of Captain and assigned 
to headquarters at Camp Beauregard, La., where he served in 
different capacities and, in 1942, was promoted to Major. In 
1943, he was assigned to foreign service in North Africa and 
Italy, and served on the staff of MTOUSA, EBS, MBS, Allied 
Force Headquarters, U. S. Control Group (Austria), and CRTA 
(5th Army), being awarded the Bronze Star. Upon his return to 
the United States in November, 1945, he was assigned to the 
office of the Secretary of War for duty with the Disability Re¬ 
view Board. He was promoted to Colonel in January, 1946, and 
was released from active duty, at his own request, in May, 1946. 

Col. Kelly is the son of the late Judge Richard B. Kelly and 
Leona (Bledsoe) Kelly, of Anniston and Birmingham, both now 
deceased, and the grandson of Samuel C. and Amie Elizabeth 
(Pace) Kelly, of Calhoun County, and of Francis Marion and 
Louisa (Vincent) Bledsoe, who lived at “Mountain Spring” near 
Sylacauga, Ala. He is descended from colonial ancestry. 

He was educated in the public schools of Birmingham, grad¬ 
uated from the University of Alabama in 1923, with the B.A. de¬ 
gree, and M.A. in 1927^ He was active in athletics, a member of 
Sigma Nu fraternity and other organizations at the University. 
Later he attended the University of Chicago and graduated from 
the Birmingham School of Law in 1930. He is a Baptist, a 
Mason, and Shriner. He was married on June 5, 1924, to Evelyn 
Letitia, daughter of Samuel Chapman and Evelyn Furniss 
(Hogg) Lacy, of Dallas County. They are the parents of two 
children, Mary Pettus Kelly, who married Sam Robertson Moore, 
of Jackson, Miss., and resides in Birmingham, and of William 
Milner Kelly, Jr., a graduate of the University of Alabama with 
the degree of B.S. 

Col. Kelly is the Chief Attorney in the Alabama Office of 
the Veterans Administration and resides in Montgomery. 
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CHAPTER I 

ORGANIZATION OF THE REGIMENT 

Prior to 1862, the State of Alaabma had twenty-seven regi¬ 
ments in the Confederate service. At that time a regiment, when 
completed, consisted of ten companies of one hundred and 
twenty-five men or a total of 1250 men. On January 27, 1862, 
the Confederate Provisional Congress passed an act permitting 
individuals to raise companies, that were to elect their own 
officers and to form regiments whenever ten such companies 
were formed. The act provided that officers and enlisted men 
might be granted leaves for that purpose. 1 This act was an 
effort to re-enlist the twelve months men who would otherwise 
go out of service in a short time. From men who had been in 
the army for twelve months, the officers must be selected for 
the large number of regiments that must be raised in 1862, 
just as the first draft and early enlistments of the United States 
Army in the World War furnished officers for the later drafts. 

In February, 1862, President Jefferson Davis issued a call 
for volunteers. Alabama’s quota was 12,500 men. A large num¬ 
ber of officers and enlisted men among those then in service 
whose enlistments were about to expire, desiring higher rank 
or larger opportunities for service, returned home to raise com¬ 
panies and form regiments. It was suggested by some joker that 
a regiment be formed of only commissioned officers so that all 
those who would not go unless they should be officers could be 
drawn into service. 

Among those desiring to form new units were many efficient 
officers and many men who would make good officers. Captain 
Charles M. Shelly of the Army of Virginia was one of this class. 
On the expiration of his first term of enlistment, he resigned 
his commission as captain and returned to Alabama to raise a 
regiment under the provisions of the above mentioned act, and 
in answer to the President’s call for volunteers. 2 Naturally he 
returned to his home county of Talladega, and drew his com¬ 
panies from this and near-by counties. Among those in the corn- 

statutes at Large. Prov, Cong,, C. S,, Sess. V. Ch. 55. Act of January 
27, 1862. 

2 Riley, B. F. Makers and Romance of Alabama History, p. 271. 
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panies reporting were the best men of the communities ranging 
in age from fifteen to sixty-six years, with an average about 
twenty-seven. The companies were mustered into service at the 
place of formation and assembled at Camp Curry, Talladega, 
Alabama, the camp being named for the Hon. J. L. M. Curry, a 
native of the county. The Thirtieth Alabama was formed at 
this place, with the election of Charles M. Shelly as Colonel on 
March 26, 1862. 3 

The officers chosen by Company A were: Captain William 
C. Patterson, First Lieutenant Henry P. Oden, Second Lieuten¬ 
ants Abner Wynn and William Wallis. These and eighty men 
were mustered into service at Sylacauga, Talladega County, Feb¬ 
ruary 27. Captain C. M. Shelly was the mustering officer. The 
muster roll shows that Company A was at Camp Curry on March 
26 when the regiment was formed. 4 

Company B elected John C. Francis, Captain; Wilie Carpen¬ 
ter, First Lieutenant, and Joseph H. McCain and George W. Van- 
sant, Second Lieutenants. These officers and ninety-two men 
were mustered in at Jacksonville, Calhoun County, March 5, by 
Captain C. M. Shelly. 5 They were called the “Sallie Walker Boys” 6 
until they became a part of the Thirtieth Alabama. The origin 
of this name has not been discovered, but it did not last long. 
The Captain was only nineteen years old at that time, and only 
twenty-two when he was killed in action. 

The Isbell Guards, named for a citizen of Talladega who 
gave $500.00 towards equipment, 7 became Company C, having 
as officers David M. Anderson, Captain; D. C. McCain, First 


Letters of Lieutenant Kelly to his wife, Camp Curry, March 29, 1862. 
The letters of Lieutenant Kelly, later Captain Kelly, are in manuscript 
and are in the possession of the writer’s family. In future citations they 
will be referred to as letters of Captain Kelly to his wife. 

4 Muster Roll, Company A, 30th Ala., Dept, of Archives & History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. 

5 Muster Roll, Company B, for March, 1862. 

Letter of J. D. Arnold, a member of the company, to T. M. Owen, 
Jacksonville, Ala., February 4, 1911. In manuscript in the Department of 
Archives & History, Montgomery, Ala. 

Letter of J. C. Cunningham, a member of the Company, to T. M. Owen, 
Talladega, Ala,, February 1, 1911. In manuscript in the Department of 
Archives & History, Montgomery, Ala. 
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Lieutenant, and J. C. Cunningham and William T. Green, Second 
Lieutenants. The muster roll shows that these along with seven¬ 
ty-seven men were examined by Dr. Wm. N. Nisbet and found 
fit for military service. They were mustered in by A. J. Walker, 
Governor's Aid, at Talladega on March 5. 8 

Company D was organized by the choice of Captain C. C. 
Samuel, First Lieutenant Benjamin F. Samuel, and Second 
Lieutenants Joshua H. West and Francis Lee as officers. One 
hundred and three men had been recruited, but the company was 
not mustered in until March 31, by A. J. Walker, at Talladega. 0 
It is possible that this company could have been formed earlier 
than this but that the men were permitted to remain at their 
homes, which were close by, because of shortage of tents at Camp 
Curry. 10 

The muster roll for Company E for March, 1862, shows 
that the company was formed in Calhoun County on March 6 
with Henry McBee, Captain; Samuel C. Kelly, First Lieutenant, 
and William Landers and John W. Pike, Second Lieutenants. 
The muster roll was signed “C. M. Shelly, Col. and Mustering 
Officer." 11 A later roll of the company shows S. C. Kelly, Captain; 
J. W. Pike, First Lieutenant, and J. M. Pearson and A. Aerheart, 
Second Lieutenants. 12 No record is found showing why or how 
Captain McBee lost his Captaincy. Lieutenant Kelly was made 
Captain of Company E in September, 1862. 13 “Captain Henry 
McBee, as he terms himself" is mentioned later in several of the 
unpublished letters of Captain Kelly to his wife. 14 

Captain John Sawyer, First Lieutenant James R. (K.) El¬ 
liott, Second Lieutenants Wilson T. Webb and Wm. E. Sawyer 
and eighty-six men formed a company at Talladega on March 12, 
and were accepted as Company F by “C. M. Shelly, Mustering 
Officer." 15 Xhey were at Camp Curry in time to help form the 
Regiment. 


8 Muster Roll, Company C, for March, 1862. 
l) Muster Roll, Company D, for March, 1862. 

10 Letter of Capt, Kelly to his wife, Camp Curry, March 25, 1862. 
xl Muster Roll, Company E, for March, 1862. 

12 Roll of Company E kept by Capt. Kelly. In the possession of the 
writer’s family. 

ia Letter of Capt. Kelly to his wife, Cumberland Gap, Tenn., September 
12, 1862. 

14 1bid., Readyville, Tenn,, December 18, 1862, 

13 Muster Roll, Company F, for March, 1862. 



122_ ALABAMA HISTORICAL QU ARTERLY 

. The only company to show no place of formation other 
than Camp Curry was Company G, commanded by Captain W. T. 
Wood. The other officers were: First Lieutenant O. Stephens, 
and Second Lieutenants W. H. Grogan and T. P. Whiteside. The 
muster roll shows that the enlisted strength of Company G was 
ninety-one men present on March 19 to be mustered into service 
by C. M. Shelly. This was probably the company from Randolph 
County referred to by Captain Kelly in a letter written at Camp 
Curry on March 19: “company came in this morning (Wednes¬ 
day) from Randolph, but we had a pleasanter time, as it was 
raining.” The ages compare favorably with the other companies. 
They were present in time to vote for the field officers and 
to aid in forming the Regiment. 16 

St. Clair County's only company in the Thirtieth Alabama 
was formed at Mt. Pisgah Church on March 12, 17 consisting of 
seventy-five men and the following officers: Captain E. P. 
Woodward, First Lieutenant D. W\ Thweatt, and Second Lieuten¬ 
ants John M. Sims and T. R. Beavers. They were mustered in 
by Captain C. M. Shelly and designated as Company H. There 
were no men in this company under eighteen. 18 

Company I was mustered in on March 22 by C. M. Shelly. 
Ten of the total of seventy-seven men were assigned to the com¬ 
pany after formation by A. J. Walker. The muster roll shows 
Thomas H. Patterson, Captain; Wm. S. McGee, First Lieutenant, 
and J. F. Slaughter and L. L. Parks, Second Lieutenants. Dr. 
Wm. N. Nisbet states on the roll that all men whose names ap¬ 
pear thereon were fit for military duty. This was the fifth 
company in the Regiment from Talladega County. 10 

Jefferson County sent a company that included also some 
men from Shelby and St. Clair Counties. 20 This was Company K 
whose officers were: Captain J. B. Smith, First Lieutenant W. 
M. M. Lee, and Second Lieutenants S. JW. Lee and R. W. Acton. 


19 Muster Roll, Company G, for March, 1862. 

17 Letter of T. R. Beavers, a member of the Company, to T. M. Owen, 
Jacksonville, Ala,, February 12, 1912. Department of Archives & History, 
Montgomery. 

18 Muster Roll, Company H, for March, 1862. 

10 Muster Roll, Company I, for March, 1862. 

20 Report of the Probate Judge of Jefferson County to the Governor of 
Alabama, March 26, 1862. 


SPRING ISSUE, 1947 


123 


This company with one hundred men was classed as a Jefferson 
County company. There were none below eighteen years of age 
on the muster roll. 

Camp Curry was used for organization and instruction. 
Under the provisions of the act of January 27,1862, newly formed 
companies, when they had elected their officers, appointed or 
elected their full quota of non-commissioned officers and had 
enlisted not less than sixty-four privates, all present, could be 
accepted for service. When ten such companies were accepted 
they could form a regiment by the election of a colonel, lieuten¬ 
ant-colonel and major. There were seven companies present on 
March 19 when the first drill was held under the able instruction 
of Tom Lewis, who was a candidate for lieutenant-colonel of the 
regiment to be formed. Some cases of sickness developed among 
the soldiers, such as mumps and measles, and several were sent 
to the hospital in Talladega, though the soldiers did not like to 
go there. 21 

Upon the 26th day of March the Regiment was organized 
with the election of Captain Charles M. Shelly as Colonel. Willis 
Brewer states that the Regiment was formed on the 16th of 
April. 22 Since Shelly signed his name as Colonel on the muster 
rolls of the regiment for March, 1862, Brewer is evidently in 
error. These muster rolls are now on file in the Alabama 
Department of Archives and History. Colonel Shelly was elected 
by acclamation, but the election of a lieutenant-colonel was not 
so easy. The voting for this officer began on March 26th, and 
two days were required to reach a result. Taul Bradford of 
Talladega County was selected. The other candidates for the 
office were Tom Lewis, John Francis (19 years of age), Colonel 
Wm. Richie, and Tom Reynolds. 23 The selection of major was a 
still harder task. Captain Jack Smith of Jefferson County, who 
was finally chosen, was not elected until the 29th. Henry Oden 
was also a candidate. 24 

The organization of the Regiment having been completed, 
the men were drilled daily, except on Sundays, when dress parade 

21 Letter of Capt. Kelly to his wife, Camp Curry, March 19, 1862. 

22 Brewer, Willis, Alabama: Its History, War Records and Public Men, 
p. 637-8. 

23 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Camp Curry, March 26, 1862. 

^1 bid., March 29, 1862. 
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was held to hear the order for the next day. 26 As is usual in an: 
army camp, home-sickness became prevalent after a short time, 
and there began a rush for furloughs, even though the men were 
not far from home, most of them being from Talladega or ad¬ 
joining counties. The length of furloughs was reduced on April 
16 to seven days and by one additional day on each day there¬ 
after. 26 On May 2, the men were permitted to go home to vote. 27 

The Regiment boarded box cars at Talladega on May 6, and 
were taken to Selma on the Selma-Rome and Dalton Railroad. 
The track was lined with people, including slaves, all cheering 
and strewing the cars with flowers. Many had brought cakes, 
and other dainties as well as useful, or supposedly useful, pres¬ 
ents for these soldiers. On the way, the baggage car became 
uncoupled and was left four miles behind before word could be 
gotten through the eighteen cars of soldiers to the engineer 
to stop. The Regiment left Selma immediately on the “Southern 
Republic,” a large new boat, plying on the Alabama River. It 
may be of interest to the reader that the soldiers often traveled 
on boats and trains along with other passengers and not always 
on troop transports and trains as they would today. The trip s 
from Selma was uneventful except for the fact that one soldier, 
sleeping on the deck, became frightened by the whistle of a- 
passing boat, fell into the River and was lost. 28 

Arriving at Montgomery on May 8 too late for the morning 
train north, the Regiment waited until the afternoon, when they 
entrained for Chattanooga. The trip from Selma to Montgomery 
had been made in fourteen hours, travel up the river being slow. 
Willis Brewer says that the Regiment reported at Chattanooga, 29, 
but it seems to have missed that place, arriving at Knoxville, 
Tennessee, 20 about May 11. The Regiment went into camp near 


25 l bid., April 1, 1862. 

20 lbid., April 19, 1862. 

27 1 b id., May 2, 1862, 

2S Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Montgomery, Ala., May 8, 1862. 

2it Brewer, Willis, Alabama, p. 637-8. 

20 Democratic Watchtower, Talladega, Nov. 11, 1863, gives a history of 
the Regiment from the formation to the surrender at Vicksburg, July 4, 
1863. The change at Dalton is borne out by letter of Capt. Kelly to his 
wife, Knoxville, May 11, 1862. Also by letter of Lieut. C. J. Cunningham 
to T. M. Owen, Talladega, February 2, 1911. In manuscript at the Depart¬ 
ment of Archives and History, Montgomery, Ala. 
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the Fair Grounds at that place. A dispatch had been received 
at Dalton ordering the Regiment to Knoxville instead of Chat¬ 
tanooga. The Regiment did not draw arms until May 13, when 
within forty miles of the enemy. Until then there was nothing 
with which to fight. The people were cheering all along the 
route from Selma to the Tennessee line. At one place some 
ladies supplied buckets of butter-milk. After the train passed 
into East Tennessee a great difference was noted, as the people, 
largely “Lincolnites,” just stood and gazed with little cheering. 31 

The Regiment remained at Knoxville until May 17, on which 
date it was moved to a place near Clinton, about twenty miles 
Northwest of Knoxville. Arms were issued before leaving Knox¬ 
ville, on the 13th of May. The Regiment now being thoroughly 
organized and as well equipped as the times permitted, was ready 
for service in the field. It was placed under Brigadier-General 
^Reynolds for the time, and was from then on, a fighting unit. 32 


ai Letter from Captain Kelly to His Wife, Knoxville, May 11, 1862. 
8a Letter from Captain Kelly to His Wife, Near Clinton, Tenn,, May 18, 
1862. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE FIRST YEAR IN THE FIELD 

On May 15, 1862, the morning report of the Regiment 
showed an aggregate strength of 1,099. 88 The Regiment was 
sent forward on May 17, into East Tennessee but was not en¬ 
gaged in any hot encounters before August 6. It seems that 
the troops in East Tennessee were not well organized and that 
the Regiment was shifted from one brigade to another until its 
return from Kentucky when it became a part of Tracy’s Brigade 
along with the Twentieth, Twenty-third, Thirty-first, and Forty- 
sixth Alabama Regiments, and Waddell’s battery. This organi¬ 
zation was retained until April 9, 1865, when the Regiment was 
consolidated with the Twentieth Alabama. 84 

The Thirtieth Alabama moved about in East Tennessee 
guarding bridges and meeting raiders so frequently that on 
June 15, General Kirby Smith complained that his command 
was almost broken up by constantly moving from one end of 
the line to the othei 1 . 85 The soldiers lost much of their personal 
property in these changes. 89 On May 17, the Regiment was sent 
from Knoxville to near Clinton and then on May 24, to Jacksboro, 
about twenty miles north of Clinton. Captain Kelly writes of 
this march from Knoxville to Clinton: 

“About four o’clock yesterday morning we struck tents, 
and after some little confusion we came through Knoxville, 
—not knowing where we were going,—and struck out north¬ 
west. We stood it very well until dinner when we had trav¬ 
eled eight miles. It was the most broken country till we 
came within three miles of where we camped, near a crooked, 
muddy stream, with a good bridge over it. The men scat¬ 
tered and drank to their satisfaction from the springs on 

“Democratic Watchtower, Talladega, Ala., November 11, 1863. 

“'Brewer, Capt. George, Sketch of 30th Ala. In manuscript in the 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Ala., also Capt. Kelly 
to His Wife, Readyville, Tenn., December 19, 1862. O. R. Ser. I, V. 10, Part 
II, p. 573; V. 16, Part II, p. 719, p. 984; V. 20, Part II, p. 413. 

“Ibid., V. 16, Part II, p. 685. 

“Ibid., V. 16, Part I, p. 69; Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Clinch River, n.d- 
Eighteen miles from Morristown, Tenn. 
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either side of the stream, but many had failed on the march 
for the sun was hot and the road rough. I never saw men 
fail so fast. I suppose there were two hundred of the five 
hundred with which we had started.” 37 

The Regiment then moved towards Cumberland Gap, and 
reached there on May 28, with the men in bad shape from mumps 
and sore feet. The Regiment was shifted from place to place 
in East Tennessee until the middle of June, when the Confeder¬ 
ates were forced to leave Cumberland Gap, which they did with 
a great deal of ceremony. The ceremony was occasioned by the 
necessity of leaving “Long Tom,” a famous gun. Many of the 
soldiers with the Regiment had served in the Mexican War and 
“Long Tom” was one of the guns used by the United States 
soldiers in Mexico. It had been captured at Bull Run by the 
Confederates and moved to Cumberland Gap. Many of the men 
had fought with the gun and had some attachment for it. 38 Be¬ 
fore leaving the Gap, the old gun was spiked and buried with 
appropriate rites. Thomas Nelson Page used the incident as 
the inspiration for his story “The Burial of the Guns.” 

From the early part of July the forces in that area, having 
been increased, were not moved so frequently. Barton's brigade 
was sent to stop a Federal raid that was headed towards Clinch 
River. 311 Captain Kelly did not see much to defend in that region: 

“With few exceptions, the corn cribs here are about 
as large as your ash houses. The children are bad looking 
and the women are pale and nearly all go barefooted. They 
live on slab floors, and many families do hot know a dollar 
from ten cents. Talking of ignorance and degeneration, 
East Tennessee is the place.” 40 

About August 4, another movement was reported towards 
Tazewell, a little town some ten miles south of Cumberland Gap. 

^Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Near Clinton, Tenn., May 18, 1862. 
Ibid., Probably on the banks of the Holston River just north of Mor¬ 
ristown, about June 20, 1862. The letter bears no place or date but from 
the contents the place mentioned is probably correct. 

’"Brewer, Captain George, Sketch of 30th Ala. Captain Kelly wrote a 
letter from Clinch Mountain on July 3, 1862. 

“Letter of Captain Kelly to His Wife, Cumberland, Tenn., June 3, 
1862. This was the mountaineer part of East Tenn., which was poor and 
strongly pro-Union. 
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This caused another rush of the Regiment. They got a little 
action at Tazewell, driving the enemy back and moving to the 
Tennessee side of Cumberland Gap, which they did not occupy 
for a few days. The Federals were not driven out of Tennessee 
at the time, but Gen. Kirby Smith, moving around towards their 
rear and threatening to cut their line of communication, forced 
them out on September 18. Then the Confederates again occu¬ 
pied the Gap exactly three months after giving it up. The 
haste with which the Federals left may be learned from a letter 
of Captain Kelly: 

“The Yankees evacuated the Gap yesterday. We came 
about ten o’clock. They destroyed everything, burned up 
their stores, ammunition, stables, and bedding; their tents 
were standing, scattered hats, caps, shoes, coats, shirts, 
etc., cut to pieces. I feel fully repaid for all that I lost 
at the Gap precisely three months ago. They buried their 
cannon, and burned their small arms and ammunition. All 
the boys got something, pen, ink, paper, books, camp-stools, 
candle sticks, tin plates and every sort of thing. I took 
nothing. I do not know how long we shall stay, nor where 
we shall go, then I have command of a company and I have 
as much to carry as I wish. 

“We expect to be called to pursue the enemy, but are 
waiting for rations. Troops are coming in all night and 
wagons running both ways. We were relieved by the Yanks 
evacuating. They have done more work than we had before 
we left. $50,000 would not pay for their labor. They were 
afraid, judging by their fortifications.” 41 

At this point Captain Kelly’s letter writing was interrupted. 
Later in the jday he continued: 

“We are still on picket. We expect to be relieved but 
have not. I learned that the balance of the brigade has 
started. We expect to go tonight. The Yanks were well 
fixed for camp life, for instance, they had their telegraph 
line in full operation as far as it went, at least one and a half 
miles this side of the Gap, and had they been successful 


41 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Cumberland Gap, Tenn., Sept. 19, 
1862. 
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at Tazewell they would have had it there in twenty-four 
hours after the fight. Morgan kept them in the Gap two 
* weeks longer than they intended staying by using their tele¬ 
graph lines, and using a fictitious name, telling them that 
he would soon come with plenty of provisions. When they 
discovered the trick, they skeedaddled and went to - - - 
I do not know where. We heard firing this morning and 
suppose it to be another fight. We are putting a telegraph 
line from Morristown to this place, and when we get it we 
can have the Yankee one repaired. The whole country is 

laid waste,-where the Yankee goes nothing is left,- 

crops eaten up, furnaces burned, gardens trodden down, 
and pailings burned. Tazewell is a waste. 

“We start as soon as our provisions are cooked.” 42 

The Regiment was marched into Kentucky by way of the 
Gap, as a part of General Bragg's invasion of that state as far 
north as Versailles, which is about ten or twelve miles west of 
Lexington. The Regiment was not in the battle of Perryville, 
where the Federals concentrated their forces, defeated Bragg, 
and compelled him to withdraw from Kentucky. 43 The long re¬ 
treat of the Confederates along the line over which they had 
just come, was the hardest march experienced by the Thirtieth 
Regiment so far, and probably harder than any march during 
their entire service, as food was scarce, the march rapid, the 
country neutral or hostile, and the soldiers unseasoned. Though 
Kentucky remained in the Union many of the people were 
friendly to the Confederate troops. In fact Kentucky furnished 
a large number of soldiers for the Confederate Army. 44 

The invasion of Kentucky was a success as to forage and 
rations secured, but the Confederates were driven out of Ken¬ 
tucky and forced to confine their efforts to Tennessee. The 
Thirtieth Regiment returned to the Tennessee side of Cumberland 
Gap. Captain Kelly gives some idea of the conditions of the 
Regiment on returning to Tennessee: 

“I am thankful to be in the land of the living after 
one of the most fatiguing marches any set of men ever 

42 l bid. 

43 Brewer, Capt. George, Sketch of 30th Ala. 

44 O.R. Index. 
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went through, half the time half rations, one quarter of 
the time without any, marching night and day. We took 
an old horse to put a sick boy on. We did not come up 
with them until at Cumberland Ford we found him lying 
sick and the horse stolen. Being afraid of lice, I have 
done without a blanket, but that has given me chills. I 
started with seventy-seven men and one night had but 
twelve up. The road is strewn with sick. We let them go 
ahead. Last night I had but thirty-eight. I have lost none 
by death or by being taken prisoner except Forney 10 who 
was sent to Richmond.” 10 

The Regiment crossed Powells and Clinch Rivers and camped 
at Powder Springs, about twenty miles west of Morristown, where 
they received their first full ration in a long time." On October 
27, we find them near Rutledge, 18 about thirteen miles northwest 
of Morristown, then on November 4, at Lenoir Station, 1 ” just 
sotuhwest of Knoxville. They were inactive until November 24, 
when they moved to Lookout Mountain 5 ” and engaged in some 
skirmishing at Chickamauga Station on the next day. 51 They 
spent some time guarding various gaps until the middle of De¬ 
cember when the Regiment was ordered to Mississippi to report 
to General Pemberton. 52 At the camp near Readyville, about 
twelve miles east of Murfreesboro, Tenn., the Regiment was made 
a part of Tracy’s brigade. 53 

The story of these movements is well told by Captain Kelly: 


‘“Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Cumberland Gap, Term., June 3, 
1862. “H. Forney is a prisoner in the charge of an old college mess-mate, 
and is, I suppose, doing well.” 

40 1 bid., Odt. 23, 1862. The Richmond mentioned is in Ky. south of 
Lexington. 

47 Brewer, Capt. George, Sketch of 30th Alabama. 

48 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, near Rutledge, Oct. 27, 1862, 

411 Ibid., Lenoir Station, Tenn., Nov. 4, 1862. 

50 1 bid., Lookout Mountain, Nov. 24, 1862. 

51 l bid., Chickamauga Station, Nov. 25, 1862. 

52 O.R. Ser. I, V. 17, Part II, p. 800; Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, 
Readyville, Tenn., Dec. 19, 1862. 

S8 The other units were: 20th, 23rd, 31st, and 46th Ala. Regiments, and 
Waddell’s battery. 
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“We are at Murfreesboro and have orders to be. ready 
to start in an hour. We are to go to Jackson, Miss., and 
if you write direct to Mobile.”" 

The Regiment is again on the Alabama River, after six 
months in the field. Captain Kelly continues the narrative of 
the journey to Mississippi in a letter written on the steamboat 
“Robert Wilson”: 

“We came to West Point without changing cars, reach¬ 
ing that place on Christmas day. All day we were met on 
the roadside by the ladies, old men, boys, and negroes, amid 
cheers and waving of white handkerchiefs, and loud, loud 
yells of the soldiers, rendered more so by the whiskey bought 
at $16.00 a gallon. As I drank none, my men, following 
my example, were none of them drunk. One man fell on 
the track and the train killed him. I think it is a wonder 
more did not meet the same fate. We have to draw two 
days rations and get them aboard, to leave our sick in the 
hospital, take care of all ordnance store of the Regiment, 
with only two companies, I being senior officer.” 35 

At Selma part of the Regiment was sent on by boat to Mobile 
and part by Meridian, Mississippi. 50 Those who went by Meridian 
were well treated according to Captain Kelly in a letter written 
four miles south of Vicksburg: 

“We landed at Selma just before dark, in the mud, and 
as quick as possible all got on the cars. We reached Monop- 
P°li and were ready to move by daylight but from some cause 
we tarried. It was talked about that the citizens were to 
give us a dinner, and about nine A.M. we were turned aloose 
at a long table spread with vegetables of all kinds nearly, 
some bacon and lots of beef. We enjoyed all the dishes 
and they were all refilled, some of them the third time. 
Breakfast over we shouldered arms, and off to war again, 
with three cheers for the ladies. We cheered and went on 
board a steamboat on the Tombigbee River, and went up 


"Ibid., December 21, 1862, 

"Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, On board the steamboat “Robert 
Wilson” on the Alabama River, Dec. 27, 1862. 

50 lbid., On train two hours to Selma, N.D. 
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the river four miles, where we landed and took a horse 
car that ran down to the water, went a quarter of a mile, 
and got on the regular old box cars bound for Meridian, 
where we came up with Colonel Shelly. At 2:30 o'clock 
we left for Jackson, which was reached at 7 A.M. After 
having stopped there we left for Vicksburg, where we soon 
left for the line of battle four miles away, five companies 
of our Regiment being already there. Col. Shelly is with 
us." 57 

Four hundred strong, they were moved out in the mud and left, 
presumably to wait for something to happen. General Steven¬ 
son asked on January 3, that they be moved from the mud. 
All the companies were at Vicksburg by January 10th." 8 

Soon after their arrival many were taken sick, Company B 
being quarantined because of small-pox. Many men died of this 
dreaded contagion during the first two months. 59 The Regiment 
was scattered around the city guarding bridges until the middle 
of February. Concerning this line of duty Captain Kelly wrote 
from a detached camp at Four Mile Bridge: 

“Seven companies are between here and Jackson guard¬ 
ing the bridge across the Big Black River; Francis' company 
is between here and there one and a quarter miles from 
here in quarantine camps, the well men a half mile from 
the small-pox cases, who are in a negro quarter; Anderson's 
company is at the other end of this bridge, the Four Mile 
Bridge, and my company is at this side, except Sergt. Camp 
and twelve or thirteen who are at Two Mile Bridge. Tracy's 
Brigade (Alabama) is about four miles from here below 
the city. Close to the River. All seems quiet. Another 
Yankee gunboat passed down by the city night before last. 
She floated down nearly opposite the city, it being dark 
and foggy, before she was discovered. When we opened 
fire on her she raised steam and lit out, I think, without 
being touched and without returning fire." 00 


57 lbid., Four miles south of Vicksburg, on R.R., Jan. 5, 1863, 

58 O.R. Ser. I, V. 17, Part II, p. 821-31; Letter J, D. Arnold to T. M. 
Owen, Jacksonville, Ala., Feb. 4, 1911. 

^Letter of Capt, Kelly to His Wife, Vicksburg, February 5, 1863. 

60 lbid., Vicksburg, February 15, 1863. 
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They were assembled close to Vicksburg the latter part of 
February, Company B being still kept in quarantine. 01 On March 
24, the Regiment went on picket duty on the bend at the bend 
of the Mississippi River two miles above the city. 02 Many from 
the Regiment were sent on detail up the Yazoo and Sunflower 
Rivers, and along Deer Creek and then brought back. What their 
mission was or who sent them was not stated by Captain Kelly 
when he wrote on April 18, 1868: 

“We returned to camp after a ten day trip. I had 
forty-seven men. We went seventy miles by water and 
twenty-five by land and nine before reaching water,—-a 
hundred in all. The Yankees were at Deer Creek, but they 
skeedaddled, burning everything before them.” 03 

The attempt of General Grant to clear the Mississippi River 
for transportation led to the capture, by Confederates, of several 
gunboats on March 22. They succeeded in getting several gun¬ 
boats and transports down past the city on April 18, and Grant 
immediately began his movement to envelop the city of Vicks¬ 
burg. He crossed the river at Bruinsburg and moved towards 
Port Gibson. 61 The troops at Vicksburg were rushed south to at¬ 
tempt-to prevent Grant from cutting off the city. Captain Kelly 
furnishes an account of this movement: 

“At sunset we started for Grand Gulf, travelling till 
2 A.M. when we reached Big Black River, sleeping there 
till sunrise, while the balance of the brigade, or those in 
front—were crossing in flat boats. We crossed at 7 A.M. 
on a steamboat. Then taking up a line we marched till 
5 P.M. passed Grand Gulf and halted within two miles of 
Port Gibson. At dusk again took up line, marching five 
miles, passed Port Gibson, and halted in line of battle. I 
had those of the company that were on duty and came 
in the day that Lieut. Pike left, the lame, the maimed, and 


61 lbid., February 28, 1863. 

02 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Vicksburg, March 27, 1863. 
03 The remainder of the letter gives an account of the trip. 
‘“Rhodes, James Ford, History of the Civil War, p. 252. 
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the convalescent making in all about twenty-four besides 
myself. 

# . # ❖ ❖ 

All the men acted bravely and we stood our ground until 
the whole right wing gave away. In the retreat we lost 
the missing. The enemy have the field. We fell back for 
a mile bringing our guns and accoutrements, but leaving 
our knapsacks and blankets, we then fell back for six miles. 
The casualties for the regiment are: seven killed, twenty- 
eight wounded, forty-five missing. Capt. Tom Patterson 
was wounded and left on the field, but not mortally. Gen. 
Tracy fell within five feet of me, and Col. Shelly and I 
helped to carry him down the hill. He was shot through 
with a minie ball. In the rear of my company, early in 
the fight, the battery that we had to support us was 
badly damaged and left one piece and several horses on 
the field. They were forced to retire about ten o’clock 
while our regiment held the position until 5 P.M. After 
the battery’s being silenced we had no battery on our 
wing. Capt. Johnson of the battery is brave. His men 
left and we had to detail men from our regiment to drive 
the pieces off the field. The officers did their duty. Two 
lieutenants and several men were killed. Our forces were 
too small for those of the enemy. I imagine they were 
reinforced all through the day; but ours did not come 
in time. Lieut. Pike was among them. I met them one 
mile in the retreat. We lay in the sun from 6 A.M. till 
5 P.M. The battle opened at 7 A.M. Our ammunition ran 
short, so we reserved fire all day. We sent for more which 
came at last, but not till after the Tall back.’ We were 
gaunt and in fine condition for running. We had dinner 
Wednesday and have been 'snacking’ since. We are in a 
fine plight for fighting.” 05 

Two days later in another letter from Warrenton he tells more 

of the retreat: 

“I wrote last from Bayou Pierre, where we stayed 
after destroying the splendid wire bridge, until ten o’clock 
on the third; then we took up line of march to Big Black 
River, to which we would have come at twelve had not the 


“'Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, near Port Gibson, May 2, 1863, 
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enemy annoyed our rear all day. Arriving within four miles 
we took across the direction of the main road to the one 
we were in, going two or two and one half miles square off. 
After lying there expecting a fight, we were ordered across 
the river; we went across on floats tied together, the whole 
army passing over unmolested. There we met heavy re¬ 
inforcements. We camped a mile away. At dusk the bridge 
was to be cut. The men had about cut it to pieces when 
the enemy, taking advantage of the hill, flew with their 
cavalry, turned them loose and drove them from the boat. 
The enemy yelled and whooped, but no one was hurt. Our 
sharpshootoers kept them from the shore. So ended the 
day; a march of twenty-two or three miles, rations scant; 
but all in fine spirits. This morning there was some picket 
firing, but our batteries silenced all that after a few shots. 
We have not been pressed today. We evacuated Grand 
Gulf and blew up the magazine. We have gone about ten 
miles today.” 66 

On May 6, two days later, he reverts to the battle of May 1, 

presenting the following account: 

“We are in line of battle which extends from Warrenton 
to Big Black Bridge. Lieut.-Col. Pettus who was taken pris¬ 
oner and carried as far as the river—fifteen miles—got 
away and came into camp last night. He belongs to the 
20th Ala. All thought he was killed. He says the enemy's 
dead lay thick on the field, that they had forty thousand 
while we had only three brigades, the largest not having 
more than twelve thousand, and we not having more than 
two thousand men engaged at any one time, Gen. Bowan's, 
Gen. Baldwin's, and Gen. Tracy's brigades. Gen. Green 
came up and covered the retreat. We had very little com¬ 
munication and it was necessary to reserve fire all day, 
until 4 P.M. when more came.. We were flanked on the 
right wing, and had no reinforcements. It was a critical 
moment for the 20th who were on the right. Lieutenant- 
Col. Pettus charged them with his regiment, driving them 
back to the woods where they were in column. He was 
then forced to retreat, and they, falling back under a 
cross fire, passed our Regiment. We received orders from 


^Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Port Gibson, May 2, 1863. 
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Col. Garrott of the 20th, who was commanding the brigade, 
to fall back. We could have held our position had they 
held theirs. Col. Pettus said they told him they had begun 
to fight by single regiments to regiments but we had poured 
such deadly fire into them that they had brought brigades 
into columns against regiments. I saw two flag bearers 
with flags in hand, running, not spread but rolled up. I saw 
no stars and stripes on them; they, were not more than 
thirty yards apart; this shows that there were two regi¬ 
ments at one place. I am satisfied that there were too many 
bullets came over our heads for a single line of battle of 
only two deep. It seemed at times as if they came as thick 
as drops of rain in a steady rain. The artillery hurled 
their missiles of death over us all day, and we lay in line 
in the hottest sun I have ever seen ten of the longest hours 
I have ever seen. We had only two batteries of artillery 
and one was disabled about nine or ten o’clock A.M. We 
held the position until five P.M. Capt. Patterson of our 
Regiment is a prisoner and wounded. Col. Hundley of the 
31st is a prisoner. A prisoner taken by the 31st, who were 
carrying off their wounded, said his colonel was killed, and 
also a big general of whom he knew; that we carried off 
our dead and wounded very fast or else had none as compared 
with theirs. Every evidence goes to show that we killed 
lots of them. We did not let them get nearer than six or 
eight hundred yards before we opened on them. We could 
only see them when they ran as they were in a gorge or 
hollow, and nearly all the fighting was guess work. I took 
one crack at the point of the woods from which I saw 
some of them run. One fell, I think one of Francis’ men 
killed him. My men all acted bravely; in fact, all the Regi¬ 
ment did so; they shot deliberately. The orders were ‘not 
to shoot unless they saw what to shoot at.’ The rifles are 
the things, the muskets fell a long way short, as I told the 
Colonel, who then ordered not to shoot until the enemy 
came closer,—and this did not happen that day in front of 
our line, but worked around to the end. George and Charlie 
Lloyd (31st Ala.) were in the fight, Charlie being wounded 
in the arm and late in the day is missing. I think we shall 
fight again. We are not half whipped even if we did fall 
back twenty miles. We are only that much nearer our 
supplies and reinforcements. I am sorry for the inbabi- 
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tants who fall into the enemy's hands, and especially the 
negroes. They are almost scared to death, running to and 
fro, on mules, in wagons, and on foot. We fought around 
some cabins and the poor things were scared and running 
and hollering from the time we got there, ten A.M., until 
after the battle opened; dragging their children and baggage 
from place to place. After the ball opened I ordered them 
to clear out, to run clean back out of danger. They took 
my word and I never saw them again." 07 

Colonel Garrot, of the Twentieth Alabama, who commanded 
the brigade for a few days after the death of General Tracy, 
confirmed all that Captain Kelly wrote. The Thirtieth Regiment 
was praised in his report. 

“The battle was commenced on the right a little before 
7 o'clock in the morning, the enemy first attacking the 
center of our brigade with artillery and small arms. The 
attack was coolly and promptly met by the section of Captain 
Johnson's battery above mentioned and the Thirtieth Ala¬ 
bama Regiment. The contest here soon became warm and 
bloody. The battery was in the range of the enemy's sharp¬ 
shooters, and in a short time a number of the officers, men 
and horses had been killed or wounded. 

The enemy had attempted to make, up to this time, 
several charges on our center, defended by the Thirtieth and 
left wing of the Twentieth Alabama Regiments, and had 
been each time heroically repulsed. The Thirtieth Regiment, 
commanded by the cool, brave, and gallant Colonel Shelly, 
and the five left companies of the Twentieth Regiment, 
under the immediate command of the fearless and chivalrous 
Lieutenant-Colonel (E. W.) Pettus, had obstinately resisted 
every effort of the enemy to dislodge them. 

* sji * * # 

The open ridge over which the Thirtieth and Twentieth 
Regiments were compelled to pass in falling back was very 
much exposed to a concentrated fire. 

* * * * * 

To Sergeant-Major (W. K.) McConnell, of the Thirtieth 
Regiment, my thanks are due for the prompt and intelligent 

07 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, near Vicksburg, May 6, 1863. 
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manner in which he aided me, in carrying reports and 
messages to, and bringing orders and answers from, the 
commanding general.” 68 

Port Gibson was a defeat for the Confederates as they were 
^driven from the field and forced back to Vicksburg. Captain 
Brewer and J. D. Arnold confused Captain Thomas H. Patterson 
with Major William C. Patterson. Tom Patterson was wounded 
in this battle and captured but later returned to the Regiment, 
and was killed in the battle of Atlanta. 60 

The Thirtieth Regiment, along with other troops, was sent 
to Edwards Station on the Jackson Railroad on May 12, and 
moved on the 15th towards Raymond. On the morning of the 
16th, General S. D. Lee found the Federals in front of him and 
on the other side of Baker’s Creek. Lee had commanded Tracy’s 
brigade, by special request of General Stevenson, assuming the 
duties a few days after the death of General Tracy. He was 
ordered into line on the extreme left about six in the morning 
and had reached the position by eight. The fight was the hot¬ 
test on the left as the Federals were continually attempting to 
turn that flank. Tracy’s brigade, now known as Lee’s, was 
moved by flank marches several times during the course of the 
battle, each time exposing the whole line to severe fire from the 
front. The following excerpts are taken from General Lee’s 
official report: 

“At about 2 P.M. he advanced in front on my center 
and left, but was handsomely repulsed by the Forty-sixth, 

Thirtieth, and Twenty-third Alabama regiments.” 

$ * * * * 

“These three regiments behaved with distinguished gal¬ 
lantry, retaining their positions against heavy odds.” 

* * * * * 

* 

“1 would particularly mention the conduct of (J. B.) 
Smith (Thirtieth), (Thomas H.) Patterson™ (Thirtieth), 
and (W. K.) McConnell (Thirtieth).” 71 

08 O.R„ Ser. I, V. 24, Part I, p. 678-82. 

60 Letter of J. D. Arnold to T. M. Owen, Jacksonville, Ala., Feb. 4, 1911. 
70 This was put in by the compilers of the O.R. and could not have been 
correct as Thomas H. Patterson was wounded and captured just two weeks 
before at Port Gibson. Major William C. Patterson was wounded in this 
battle. Brewer, W„ Alabama. 

71 O.R., Ser, I, V. 24, Part II, p, 101-3. See also General Pemberton’s 
Report, Ibid., Part I, p. 261-5. 
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The losses of the Thirtieth Alabama are not known, but a re¬ 
port signed by Captain Kelly of Company E was found in the 
August 15, 1863, issue of the Jacksonville ( Alabama) Republi¬ 
can: 


“CASUALTIES OF CO. E, 30th ALA. REG.” 

“At Baker’s Creek. No. Engaged—4 officers, 56 men. 
Killed—W. R. J. Jackson, and as we suppose J. W. Wilker- 
son. Wounded and missing—Serg. J. R. Palmer, severe in 
right arm, G. W. Garrett, severe in right arm, since dead, 
M. W. Kelly, severe in right arm, F. W. Roundtree, severe 
in arm, W. J. Stewart, slight in right hand. Wounded and 
escaped—Serg. Wm. Camp, severe right fore arm, R. J. 
Griffith, slight, J. R. Taylor, severe in shin, P. D. Hollings¬ 
worth, slight in side, W. P. Kerby, slight in foot. Missing— 
Corp. G. W. Boozer, Privates W. A. Brown, R. and D. Cooley, 
M. Evans, Wiley Garrett, W. G. Keller, Wm. McDill, W. H. 
Garrett, Seth Pendland, G. W. Raburn, W. J. Sewell, J. H. 
Wingo, and M. A. Wells. B. M. Pike and M. P. Henderson 
never caught up with the company and are prisoners. Sick 
and sent back to Edwards Depot—Corp. W. D. Adkins, Pri¬ 
vates J. S. Wilkinson and J. M. Smith. Those complaining 
and stopped at the depot until the fight was over fell in on 
the return were W. P. Garrett, who died in Vicksburg, J. N. 
and S. G. Dunkin.” 

This report does not indicate the entire Regiment, but the 
report of Captain Kelly for his company can be used as a fair 
estimate of what the different companies of the Regiment suf¬ 
fered. Company E was the largest company, but the percentage 
for each was probably about the same as for that company. 
Captain Brewer of the Forty-sixth Alabama wrote: 72 “The Con¬ 
federates were defeated and fell back towards Vicksburg in 
much disorder, and with a feeling of panic pervading many.” 
Vicksburg was reached on the 17th of the month after the 
most severe fight of its year’s service, though it had earlier 
won the praise of the higher commanders. 

The formal seige of Vicksburg was conducted for the next 
forty-seven days and so completely were the forces bottled up 


72 Brewer, Capt. Geo., Sketch of 30th Ala. 
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that no letters or news have been found that were sent out by 
the units occupying the city. Captain Brewer says: 

“There is but little can be said of the separate com¬ 
mands during the seige, for all did as well as men could 
do, not an instance is recorded or remembered of cowardice 
or shirking. Every man did duty bravely, held the place 
assigned to him from first to last, was in the fight when 
fighting was going on; all suffered alike from thirst and 
hunger, all were alike dirty and cramped in the trenches 
bearing heat, rain, and hunger with a stoicism or cheerful¬ 
ness. ,m 

All the troops were on duty during the forty-seven days, 
both day and night, as the enemy sharpshooters were contin¬ 
ually firing during the day, and they were in constant fear of 
an attack by night. The men could not expose the least part of 
their bodies during the day as these sharpshooters had plenty 
of ammunition, neither were they permitted . to leave during 
the night because of the proximity of the Federals. The only 
outstanding event occurring during the seige, and one which 
has caused a great deal of discussion since, was that of May 22, 
when a part of the Thirtieth Regiment was driven from a redout. 
Captain Henry Oden and Lieutenant Wallis, leading Company A 
in an attempt to retake the lost redout were killed, while every 
man in the company was either killed or wounded. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Pettus was then ordered to retake the redout. He called 
for volunteers from the various companies of the Twentieth and 
Thirtieth Alabama Regiments. Three men from Company B 
Thirtieth 74 answered the call to go on this dangerous mission. 
Two companies of Waul’s Texas Legion volunteered to the last 
man. Twenty men from the right of each company were counted 
off and these with the three from Company B of the Thirtieth 
Alabama, led by Lieutenant-Colonel Pettus surprised and re¬ 
captured the position, taking a number of prisoners and several 
colors. 75 The probable reason for the failure of the Alabama 
troops to respond to the call of Lieutenant-Colonel Pettus was 


73 lbid. 


74 According to J. D. Arnold these were: John Landers, Jim White and 
Tom Littlejohn. 

7n Lee, Gen. S. D., The Campaign of Vicksburg, Mississippi Historical 
Association, V. 3, p. 62. 
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that they had suffered severe losses at Baker's Creek just six; 
days previously and also that they had just witnessed the com¬ 
plete annihilation of one of the companies of the Thirtieth in a 
similar attempt earlier in the day. On the other hand Waul's 
Texas Legion was a new unit that had never been in a severe 
engagement and the men were anxious to win their spurs. 

From May 22, the Federals made no concerted effort to 
take Vicksburg by assault, but gradually worked their trenches 
closer to the Confederate lines under cover of sharpshooters and 
artillery, so that at the time of surrender they were within thirty 
feet of the Confederate works in several places.™ The food 
supply was a serious problem from the very first day of the 
seige and became more so as no relief came for the garrison. 
Many tales are told of the hardships borne by both soldiers and 
civilians within the limits of Vicksburg. All reveal the same 
supreme showing of sacrifice and patience, of bravery and devo¬ 
tion. All concerned united in the prayer of Captain Kelly: 

“Oh, that God would interpose in our behalf as a nation; 
and give us the power to drive the invader from our soil 
and that speedily and that peace on honorable terms, sweet 
peace, might overshadow us." 

July 3 found the beseiged army without rations and hardly 
ten gun caps to the man. 77 The only hope in sight for food was 
in General Grant of the Federal army. General Pemberton held 
a council and offered the separate commands the choice of at¬ 
tempting to cut their way out of the city or surrendering. The 
troops were too nearly worn out and starved out to do the fighting 
required. Besides ammunition was so low that the only course 
was to seek favorable terms from General Grant. General S. D. 
Lee says in his report of the seige: 

“Physically they were mucK weakened by their arduous 
duties and poor rations, and at the time of the surrender 
I did not consider more than one-half of my men able to 
undergo the fatigues of the field. 


7a O.R„ Ser. I, Part II, p. 350-2. 

77 Letter of R. J. Cunningham to T. M. Owen, Talladega, Ala., Feb. 2, 
1911. He states that he was connected with the commissary department, 
and as such knew. 
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The officers who particularly attracted my attention 
were * * * * Colonels Beck and Shelly were particularly 
brave and vigilant,— * * Lieutenant-Colonel J. B. Smith, 
Thirtieth Alabama; Captain John C. Francis, Thirtieth 
Alabama.” 78 

General Grant sent a message to General Pemberton on July 3, 
in which he said: 70 

“Men who have shown so much endurance and courage 
as those now in Vicksburg will always challenge the respect 
of an adversary, and I assure you will be treated with all 
the respect due to prisoners of war.” 

The Federals were very liberal to the garrison of Vicksburg 
in permitting the officers to keep their side-arms and personal 
effects. They furnished all the Confederates with liberal rations 
and enough wagons and teams to transport their baggage after 
paroles were signed. 80 The formalities of surrender and parole 
were not completed until July 11, when the Thirtieth Regiment 
set out for the parole camp which was established at Demopolis, 
Alabama. According to the terms of the surrender, the com¬ 
mands were to be marched to that place, but the men kept leav¬ 
ing for home, some with and others without furlougs, until 
the Regiment had only seventy men when it reached Selma in 
the early part of August. 81 Since the men were certain to go 
home, with or without permission, General Pemberton appealed 
to President Davis to give him authority to issue a general fur¬ 
lough for thirty days. The President left it to his discretion and 
Pemberton finally granted the Tennessee men thirty days, the 
Georgia men twenty days, and the Alabama men fifteen days, 
in an effort to equalize the time spent at home. 82 

* 

It was very good for the troops that General Grant took a 
week to complete the details of the parole, as the men were in 
such weakened condition from hard duty in the tren 2 hes, and 
from having lived on rations barely sufficient to sustain life, 
for forty-seven days. During this delay, the Federals treated 

7S O.R., Ser. I, V. 24, Part II, p. 350-2. 

w lbid., Part I, p, 284. 

80 Capt. Brewer, Sketch of 30th Ala. 

81 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Demopolis, Ala., Aug. 12, 1863. 

S2 Brewer, Capt. Geo., Sketch of 30th Ala. 
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the Confederates as neighbors and not as enemies, sharing their 
food in generous portions and in every way showing their re¬ 
spect and admiration for men who had said in true American 
spirit: 


“And the last boon I ask 
Is a Warrior’s lone grave, 

’Neath the sod of the South 
In the home of the brave.” 83 

On May 15, 1862, the Thirtieth Alabama numbered 1,099 
men. This was just after the Regiment had received its equip¬ 
ment of arms. From that date to the surrender of Vicksburg, 
the Regiment lost forty-seven men in battle, while one hundred 
forty-seven died of disease. Ninety were discharged because 
of sickness or wounds, eighteen were transferred to other 
commands, and three deserted to the enemy. During the same 
time the Regiment gained ninety-eight by enlistment, and eight 
who were transferred from other commands. Among the offi¬ 
cers, twenty resigned for one cause or another, four died of 
disease, and six were killed in action. Thirty enlisted men were 
elected to fill the places thus left vacant. This means that out 
of forty-four original officers, only fourteen remained after a 
little more than a year of service. 

When commenting on this record of the Regiment, the 
Democratic Watchtoiver of Talladega, Alabama, pays the follow¬ 
ing tribute: 

“Such is a brief review of the history of the 30th Ala. 
A regiment that has attracted but little public attention, it 
is true. But one, when the history of this war is written, 
that will have a place with the best of the noble commands 
Alabama has offered in this war.” 81 


8:i Part of a poem signed R, E. N. 

^Democratic Watchtower, Talladega, Alabama, Nov. 11, 1863, 


SPRING ISSUE, 1947 


145 


CHAPTER III 

CAMPAIGNS AS A PART OF PETTUS’ BRIGADE 

At the expiration of the furloughs granted by Pemberton at 
Demopolis, Alabama, the men were ordered to report to the 
Regimental rendezvous at Talladega. This order was not obeyed 
by many, and those who did report were dissatisfied because 
they had nothing to do and felt that it was a waste of time 
to be kept there. 85 All the troops captured at Vicksburg were 
declared exchanged by the Confederate Government on Septem¬ 
ber 11, 1863. 86 It seems that this would have made all the men 
happy and ready to return to the zone of operation when the 
notice of their exchange was read in the local paper. However, 
the Federal Government had .suspended exchanges but the Con¬ 
federate Government had refused to accept the suspension and 
there was so much in the newspapers of the time on the subject, 
that many of the men were uncertain of their status. As a 
result of the declaration by the Federal Government that if any 
of these were captured they would by treated as parole viola¬ 
tors, a large number failed to report back at the specified time. 
An advertisement in a local paper gives an idea of how the 
men were rounded up by Captain Patterson of Company I: 


“ATTENTION 30th ALABAMA” 

“By order of Col. Shelly I have returned to Talladega 
for the purpose of forwarding absent members of the Regi¬ 
ment (in squads of five or more as they report) to parole 
camps at Demopolis. Come at once and report to me or 
Adjutant Houston at Storey’s corner. Those subject to 
conscription desiring to join any company in the 30th, will 
be mustered in and furnished transportation.” 87 

Those who came at the proper time and those who straggled 
in at Talladega after the notice of exchange was published were 
sent to Demopolis according to a letter of Captain Kelly written 
at that place: 


85 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Talladega, Ala., Aug. 29, 1863. 
^Democratic Watchtower, Sept. 12, 1863. 

87 Democraitc Watchtower, October 28, 1863. 
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“I am better satisfied than last month in parole camp. 
We reached Selma Wednesday, and stayed all night. I have 
forty-five men with me,—about as large (a company) as 
there is in the regiment. I look for all the boys with Lieut. 
Aerheart. I hope they will come very soon, as they will 
otherwise be counted and treated as deserters.” 88 

Later in the same letter he states that Major Francis was in 
command of the Regiment. 

At Demopolis the reorganization and training of the Regi¬ 
ment was carried on so that it could be placed back in the field 
as soon as possible. The training program consisted of drill 
for the troops and training in tactics for the officers. 89 The 
monotony of the training schedule was broken with religious 
meetings and parades. 90 All troops like to parade at regular 
intervals; it is their opportunity to show off to the ladies. There 
was a review on October 16 before Generals Johnston and Hardee 
of three or four brigades. It seems to have been a practice re¬ 
view in preparation for an expected visit of the Confederate 
President. 01 

A letter written on the 18th describes the review before 
President Davis: 

“The review was a grand one. All the troops in line 
made about three and a quarter miles of soldiers, who stood 
in that manner for a half hour when President Davis passed 
in review. The soldiers presented arms and gave three 
cheers with much enthusiasm. President Davis is a plain, 
neat old man, rather slender, clean shaven and grey haired; 
he dressed in black. He seemed to be the man of the times. 
He is on his way to Mississippi.” 02 

As in every army camp, rumors of all kinds were floating 
about as to where the troops were to be sent. A rumor current 
on October 19 is included in Captain Kelly's letter of that date: 
“We expect to be off in the morning to Meridian, but we do 


“Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Demopolis, Ala., Sept. 25, 1863, 
“Ibid., October 24, 1863. 

“Brewer, Capt. Geo., Sketch of 30th Ala. 

01 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Demopolis, Ala., October 17, 1863. 
12 1 bid., October 18, 1863. 
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not know where we shall go from there.” 08 These and all other 
rumors were put to rest when that order was countermanded and 
a training schedule readopted. The troops took up what they 
thought were winter quarters. Their guess was again proved 
wrong when the troops were ordered to Chickamauga about the 
27th of October. 0 ' The anticipated pleasure with which the 
troops were going back in the field was shown in a letter of 
Captain Kelly written at Newnan, Georgia: 

“We are going back to Tennessee; all the men laugh¬ 
ing and singing, glad to go back to Tennessee. We are 
under Brigadier-General Pettus and Brigadier-General Moore 
is acting as major-general. I do not know who will be 
our major-general. I suppose we are in Polk’s corps.” R 

The Regiment continued to Chattanooga and was ordered to re¬ 
port to General Walker a few days after their arrival in Chatta¬ 
nooga. They did not seem to know where he was. Evidently 
some one knew where to go as the Regiment moved to the posi¬ 
tion about half way up Lookout Mountain from which place 
Captain Kelly wrote: 

“We came up the mountain three days ago, it is very 
fatiguing. We are on the west side, half way to the top. 
Our regiment has just come off of advance picket last 
night; my company was not relieved until after dark, but 
occupying one of the most important posts on the line, 
we could not be relieved without exposing the line. 

We are in reserve should a fight come off, to be ready 
to go up or down; the whole brigade is in full view of 
the Yanks, who are on Raccoon Mt. opposite. One of our 

brigades is on picket at a time, staying twenty-four hours. 

* 

When we picketed our advance posts were on one side 
of the creek and theirs on the other. In the day they fell 
back about four hundred yards, and we one hundred; the 
creek is about as large as the Terrapin, but too deep to 
ford. We relieved Longstreet and he is said to have gone 
to Dalton. Each day we shell them, from the top of the 


03 lbid., October 19, 1863. 

1,1 1 bid., October 28, 1863, 

^Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Newnan, Georgia, October 31, 1863. 
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mountain, the shells passing over us, but with what effect 
I cannot tell. They can not shell us on account of the 
height.” 00 

This was a quiet sector, as they called such places during 
the World War where no active fighting was done. Captain 
Kelly wrote on the 15th of November: “There has been no fight¬ 
ing yet.” 07 A great deal of fraternizing was done here between 
the soldiers of the Union and Confederate armies such as swap¬ 
ping tobacco and news. We get a good insight into their rela¬ 
tions from a letter of Captain Kelly: 

“The pickets are in full view of each other, with only 
the creek between, so some of them talk and trade. My 
whole company was deployed just before that three men 
in a place, and posts no less than one hundred yards apart,, 
and some two hundred. My line was one and a half miles 
long. I visited each post four times in the twenty-four’ 
hours. The Yanks are keen to talk, but our boys do so 
very little, it is forbidden. Still they pick their chances, 
talk and trade a little rations. It is said we have orders 
to go on the mountain.” 05 

There was a great deal of this exchange of news between the 
soldiers despite the efforts of the officers to prevent the spread 
of news that might have military importance. In another letter 
Captain Kelly tells of this kind of exchange of news: 

“Four men from Co. H deserted night before last and 
went to the Yankees, and yesterday the Yankees on picket 
told us about it, and that they understood we were short on 
rations/* 09 

The commaind of the top of the mountain was given to 
General Stevenson about the 16th of November. 100 The Thirtieth 
Alabama was moved on over to the'East side where they were 
shelled occasionally, but no general engagement occurred. 101 The 


“Ibid., Lookout ML, November 8, 1863. 

“Ibid., November 15, 1863. 

“Letter of CapL Kelly to His Wife, Lookout Mt., November 15, 1863. 
“Ibid., November II, 1863. 

100 O.R., Ser. I, V. 31, Part III, p. 685. 

101 Letter of Capt.. Kelly to His Wife, Lookout Mt., November 17, 1863. 
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“Battle of the Clouds” of November 24, was not participated in 
by the Thirtieth. Colonel Shelly's report of the actions of the 
Eegiment on November 24 verifies this: 

“About 12 :m. I was informed that the enemy had 
crossed Lookout Creek, with a view of attacking our position, 
and was ordered by General Pettus to proceed immediately 
to Smith's Trail, on top of the mountain, arriving there, I 
received orders from General Stevenson to deploy four of 
my companies as skirmishers on the point to guard the 
approach in that direction. I held the position until 7 
o'clock at night, with the loss of one man killed and one 
slightly wounded, when I was ordered to withdraw and 
follow General Brown's brigade down the mountain, which 
I did, and bivouacked with his command on the east side 
of Chattanooga Creek.'' 102 

Lieutenant R. J. Cunningham supports this with: 

“I as 2nd Lieut, of Co. C 30th Regt. Ala. Inf., Pettus 
Brigade, was detached with some forty men of said Co. C 
to guard said passes. I was on top of the mountain from 
early morn to 11 P.M. did not see a Yank during the day 
or night, no charge was made upon said passes while we 
remained. At 11 P.M. was ordered to join my Regt. at 
foot of the mountain.” 108 

Concerning the Battle of Missionary Ridge on November 25, 
Captain Kelly wrote: 

“I last wrote from Chickamauga, on November 25th; 
the battle was raging at the time and our forces were still 
holding on, in fact, they held till 4 P.M. when the enemy 
forced pur center. Our brigade held its position all day 
and until after dark when the whole army was ordered to 
retreat. Our brigade did well. We fell back to this place. 
I suppose we shall make a stand. The Yanks followed 
closely, and made a big effort at Ring Gold, but were badly 
defeated, with heavy losses in killed and prisoners; since 
then they have not been so saucy.” 104 

102 O. R., Ser. I, V. 31, Part II, p. 733. 

103 Letter of R. J. Cunningham to T. M. Owen, Talladega, Ala., July 18, 
1913. 

104 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, near Dalton, Dec. 1, 1863. 
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Captain Brewer gives the cause for the Confederates leav¬ 
ing the Mountain in his sketch of the Thirtieth: 

“The view was a grand one as General Grant moved 
his vast host in battle array in the plains below, and as the 
fierce contests were going along the line. But by some 
strange circumstance the enemy were permitted to get 
lodgement on the crest of the Ridg not far from General 
Bragg’s headquarters, and in a short time an unwarranted 
panic took that part of the army and to the left, which im¬ 
periled the safety of all.” 103 

A retreat then began of all the units except Pettus’ brigade 
which held its ground until all others were gone according to 
Captain Brewer: 

“Some hours after night General Pettus who failed to 
get the orders to fall back when the others did, finding* 
himself alone with his command, and the enemy near his 
crossings of Chickamauga, and to his rear moved off reach¬ 
ing Chickamauga Station about 2 A.M. on the 26th.” 100 

The Thirtieth was not in the hottest fire on Missionary Ridge 
but they got a lot of hard wear during the retreat to Dalton 
following the battle. 

The retreat to Dalton was not so far but the Federals were 
right on their heels which forced them to stop and drive them 
back. Straggling was so general that guards were put at the 
bridge at Resaca to send the sick and other stragglers to their 
commands. Concerning the retreat Captain Kelly wrote: 

“The men had to march on the retreat day and night, 
and to wade creeks because it took too much time to hunt 
and cross logs. I and my squad took the railroad, and 
crossed on some very high bridges and narrow strips. The 
road was full of wagons, artillery, men on horseback, on 
mules, on foot and in every conceivable way to get along. 
Had Sherman defeated Celburne it would have been one 
of the worst stampedes imaginable.” 107 


105 Brewer, Capt. Geo., Sketch of 30th Ala. 

100 1 b i d. 

107 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, near Dalton, December 1, 1863. 
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The Regiment arrived at Dalton, Georgia, and went into camp 
for the winter of 1863-64 along with the remainder of the Army 
of Tennessee. 

The winter at Dalton was a very good one as far as one 
could be in a Confederate camp, away from home. There was 
adopted a very liberal system of granting furloughs, and the 
relatives of the soldiers were continually coming to see them 
or sending various remembrances from home, many of which 
were useful as well as enjoyable. As at Demopolis, many inter¬ 
esting religious services were conducted by army chaplains, 
soldiers, and visiting preachers. 108 However, all was not frolic 
as they were continually reminded that they were in the army 
and that a war was going on by hearing the Federals having 
sham battles now and then. The quiet and peace of winter quar¬ 
ters was broken on February 24 by a skirmish with the Federals 
during which the Thirtieth was held in reserve, the Regiment 
being ordered into line on that day for a review by General 
Johnston who was cheered by the men as he passed down the 
Regiment. 109 

Fine spirit and unbounded confidence in General Joseph E. 
Johnston pervaded the Army of Tennessee. Their confidence 
in and responsibility to the Confederate Army was expressed 
in various meetings held in the separate companies of the Regi¬ 
ment: 


“At a meeting held in Company ‘F\ on the night of the 
28th inst., the following preamble and resolutions were 
unanimously adopted: 

“Whereas the perilous condition of our country neces¬ 
sarily demands the assistance and earnest effort, of every 
ablebodied man in the field, Therefore— 

“Resolved 1st. That the undersigned members of Co. F 
30th Ala. Vols., do enlist for the war (it being yet fourteen 
months until the expiration of our present enlistment) 
unwilling ever to lay down our arms, or relax our energies, 
until our country is liberated, and our Confederacy estab¬ 
lished among the nations of the earth. 


108 Brewer, Capt. Geo., Sketch of 30th Ala. 

101> Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Dalton, February 24, 1864. 
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2nd. That we hold it to be the duty of every Confederate 
soldier to enlist for the war. 

3rd. That we hold it to be the duty of every able bodied 
man to immediately enlist, for the war, in the army in the 
field, to aid in driving* the insolent invader from our homes, 
our country, our soil. 

4th. That a copy of the above preamble be submitted 
to our honored commander, Col. C. M. Shelly.” 110 

This was signed by forty-two members of the company and J. K. 
Elliott as president. Similar moves were made in all the com¬ 
panies according to Captain Kelly who wrote: “Most of the 
companies have re-enlisted, we re-enlisted for the war, be it 
long or short.” 111 

As April came in the men, after the long rest from fighting 
and marching, were in fine health and good spirits. 112 When 
soldiers are in fine condition they like to parade and show off 
generally, and the Thirtieth Alabama was no exception as they 
had a grand review on April 18 with all the generals and superior 
officers present. 113 They also had a sham battle with thousands 
of spectators, among whom were women and children. 114 How¬ 
ever* this could not last always. The war was still going on, as 
they found on April 22 when the Regiment left winter quarters 
to resume fighting. 115 

The Regiment moved out of winter quarters to Tunnell Hill, 
just about seven miles north of Dalton in order to occupy a 
strategic position there in anticipation of a battle. The fight 
did not come off as soon as was expected so they had time to 
construct fortifications, keeping two days rations for an emer¬ 
gency. 116 Everything did not always run smoothly and happily 
in the Confederate lines, for on May 4, fifteen men were shot for 
various crimes. 117 The Regiment went into line on the afternoon 

110 Democratic Watchtower, Talladega, February 17, 1864. 
m Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Dalton, February 9, 1864. 

112 lbid., April 4, 1864. 

113 lbid., April 18, 1864. 

114 lbid., April 11, 1864. 

115 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Dalton, April 21, 1864. 

n0 lbid., Four miles north of Dalton, May 6, 1864, 

m lbid. 
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of May 7 above Dalton, but did little fighting, and, on the next 
day, were moved to the top of the mountain to Rocky Face from 
which Captain Kelly wrote: 

“We have moved to the top of the mountain in plain 
view of the enemy below on our right hand facing south. 
Our forces are on the left. We are waiting for an attack.” 1 ' 8 

The battle of Rocky Face began on May 9, with a heavy 
assault on Pettus' line. The fight was obstinate and bloody 
there. 119 The Thirtieth lost, among others, Major John C. Francis, 
who was only twenty-two years old at that time and had been 
one of the best fighters in the Regiment. The fighting lasted 
until the 13th, then moved to Resaca where for two days the 
fighting was stubborn at times. 120 Sherman's forces were large 
enough to engage the front and at the same time send a large 
force to threaten or attack the Confederate flanks. Even though 
the Confederate line did not break, the flanking tactics of Sher¬ 
man made it necessary for them to withdraw. In the same 
manner a retreat was forced to Cassville on the 16th, where the 
men, in a mood to fight, were disappointed when they were, on 
the 20th, marched across the Etowah River and formed in battle 
line at New Hope Church. Here they engaged in heavy fighting 
that continued for several days. Captain Kelly wrote of this 
from Ackworth: 

“I thank God for sparing me. We have been under 
fire three days this week. We are now in reserve. Our 
loss, Regimental, is forty or fifty killed and wounded. 

“I am thankful it was no worse. My company and an¬ 
other put under my command were ordered to take and 
hold a position from which a regiment had been driven. 
We helcl from 11 A.M. till after night against a double 
line of the enemy, about four times our number; after night 
we were relieved, four companies of our regiment taking 
our place. Joe Johnston knows how to manage the Yanks. 
There is heavy skirmishing. They have their hands full 
here, for while there has been no general engagement the 
line has been fighting in places. From accounts their loss 

lls l b id.. May 8, 1864. 

m O. R., Ser, I, V. 38, Part III, p. 811-5. 

- 120 Brewer, Capt, Geo., Sketch of 30th Ala. 
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is heavy. It is said that in front of Cleburne’s division alone 
our people buried, yesterday, thirty-three hundred. It was 
tremendous slaughter. One of our regiments lost one hun¬ 
dred killed and wounded. We have taken many small arms, 
two hundred and eighty wagons and teams, brought from 
fifty to eighty wagons and all the mules, one hundred and 
eleven prisoners hungry. One of them begged me for bread, 
saying he had not had a bite since last night. He said they 
were nearly marched to death.” 121 

The Confederate loss, while not as great as the Federal, was such 
that the army was gradually getting smaller. Confederate losses 
could not be replaced as in the case of Union losses. 

The Regiment was shifted further South, a letter of Captain 
Kelly written at Allatoona on May 31, stating they were about 
half a mile in rear of the line. 122 Johnston was being gradually 
forced south east towards Atlanta. The line shifted on June 5 
to a new one running from Kenesaw Mountain to Lost Mountain, 123 
a few miles north west of Marietta. The Regiment had had a 
hard time from the 7th of May. They had been under fire for 
twenty days, and either building fortifications or marching on 
the other days. 124 The Confederates had the choice of positions 
and were on the defensive, which made it harder on the Federals. 
To off-set this Sherman had superior numbers. The type of 
fighting was explained by Captain Kelly: 

“We have been under fire since 5 A.M. of the 5th, 
when we were relieved by cavalry from the skirmish line. 
Our regiment, brigade, division and corps moved to Lost 
Mountain where our regiment went on picket, and remained 
till the night of the 7th, when we returned to line, and lay 
there one night, and yesterday morning moved here, build¬ 
ing breast works of rails, rocks and dirt. We may fight 
here; no skirmishing within hearing. All seem confident 
of success should we attack. Some lament the desolation we 
are making, but all say 'better that than for us to run on 
their breastworks and be cut to pieces and be whipped’ then 


m Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Ackworth, Ga., May 29, 1864. 
123 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Allatoona, Ga., May 31, 1864. 
12T Brewer, Capt. Geo., Sketch of 30th Ala. 

124 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Lost Mountain Ga., June 5, 1864. 
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all behind would be gone. The truth is they flank and we 
follow on the inner track, form line and offer battle; they 
refuse and in a day or so are moving (flanking) to our 
right. We follow and let them go round to the end of our 
line and get in our rear to where ever they choose. So it 
does not make any difference how good our works are, with 
no foe in front, they are no use to us. We have the advan¬ 
tage of the inside track, and greatly in the choice of ground. 
I say Johnston has the confidence of nine-tenths of the 
army, and if our battle line was formed in your back yard, 
I should say to you Take what you can to the rear; the 
wheat to be fed, fences to be made into breastworks, gar¬ 
dens trampeled, and roads and paths in every direction 
through the fields of corn.’ In a word a line of battle is no 
respecter of property for lives are at stake, men, women 
and children, and the interest of the Confederacy." 12 " 

The Regiment was gradually shrinking up from losses as was 
ishown by a letter of Captain Kelly's from above Marietta: 

“I am senior captain in the Regiment and have had to 
act as staff officer since May, also as officer of the line 
(or captain of my company when not on such duty). I regret 
the loss of F, also of Captain Elliott (wounded) who is my 
senior, and also of Capt. DeShazo (sick)." 126 

The Regiment was continually moving almost every night 
and building new breastworks before daylight, fighting some dur¬ 
ing the day and moving again the next night. This caused some 
of the officers, among them Colonel Shelly, 127 to criticize General 
Johnston, but most of the army had blind faith in him. Finally 
on the morning of June 22, the Regiment along with the division 
attacked the enemy in what Captain Brewer declares to have 
been a badly managed effort over very unfavorable ground to 
turn the enemy's right. 128 

The line of battle was shifted again because the Federals 
were getting too close to the crossings of the Chattahoochee 


125 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Three Miles South of Big Shanty, 
June 9, 1864. 

120 1 b id., Near Marietta, Ga., June 14, 1864. 

127 lbid., June 19, 1864. 

12S Brewer, Capt. Geo., Sketch of 30th Ala. 
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River. Captain Kelly wrote of this change from the battle line 
between Marietta and the river: 

“On the 27th spoken of, we gradually let the firing die 
out until about 12 o'clock when the whole army fell back, 
and at 1 A.M. we left the forts stealthily and followed the 
main army, all the pickets of our brigade under Col. Shelly. 
At 9 A.M. we came up with them four miles from the old 
position. Here we built pits and are ready for them. They 
followed at daylight and there was some skirmishing last 
night and a great deal this morning. We are reserve for 
Cummin's brigade (Georgians)." 120 

The whole brigade guarded the Chattahoochee to keep the Fed¬ 
erate from crossing until the 13th, when they withdrew to within 
three miles of Atlanta 130 where General Joseph E. Johnston was 
relieved of command because of his Fabian Policy in the defence 
of Atlanta. General John B. Hood replaced him. This change 
somewhat dampened the spirits of the men, because they had 
unbounded faith in Johnston and did not have such faith in 
Hood as a general. The order went into effect on the night 
of July 17, 1864. General Johnston was very liberal in praise 
of the troops during the campaign before Atlanta: 

“These troops, who had been seventy-four days in the 
immediate presence of the enemy laboring and fighting 
daily, enduring toil, exposure, and danger with equal cheer¬ 
fulness, more confident and high spirited than when the 
Federal army presented itself near Dalton, they were then 
inferior to none who ever served the Confederacy." 131 

The fighting around Atlanta lasted until September 1st. 

With the advent of Hood an entirely new policy was adopted. 
He discarded the defensive policy of Johnston, and came very 
near to getting the entire army shot up in a short time. The 
very noticeable change of policy is set forth in the letter of 
Captain Kelly written at Atlanta on August 1st. 


121i Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Between Marietta and the River„ 
July 4, 1864. 

130 lbid., Near Green’s Ferry, July 12, 1864. 

131 Johnston, Gen. Jos. E., Narrative, p, 618, 
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“Men have fallen all around and yet I have not been 
hurt. We are skirmishing every day, with much artillery 
firing on both sides. It reminds me of Vicksburg. We have 
some losses each day. Our regiment while in support of a 
battery Saturday lost, killed Lieut.-Col. Patterson, and Capt. 
Wm. McGee, wounded Ed Clark and several others. Ed 
Clark is a son of Col. Clark of Jacksonville. He was going 
on picket to relieve Capt. Durrette of Randolph County 
who was wounded and died on the way to hospital which 
was in the rear of the battery. A man from Company A 
was shot through the breast with a 12 pound shell. The 
roar of artillery and musketry is sounding and shells and 
pieces of shells are passing over me. We are not in the 
front ditches, but are at the reserve line. It seems as if 
they wish to tear all the houses down. Though they annoy 
us they do not seem to be going to attack us in a regular 
battle. The army feels confident of holding against any 
assault they can make,—if they can be kept from flank¬ 
ing.” 182 

The Regiment must have been getting very small by this 
time as Captain Kelly wrote on August 18, that his company 
remained about the same and that he had acted as major for 
the last three months. 188 The company was one of the largest 
in the Regiment, with about thirty men present for duty, a 
company that ordinarily had about eighty. 

The Federals were continuing the same style of flanking 
warfare and were attempting to surround the city of Atlanta 
when they were discovered south of the city on August 26. The 
Thirtieth and other regiments were ordered to Jonesboro to pro¬ 
tect the West Point railroad at that point. 134 Captain Kelly wrote 
from Lovejoy Station about five miles south of Jonesboro: 

“We left Atlanta a week ago and fought the enemy at 
Jonesboro on the 31st. It was a hot time. The regiment 
lost heavily. On Sept. 1st our corps left Jonesboro and 
went towards Atlanta. The next day we turned east and 
have been marching ever since until this morning when 


132 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Atlanta, Ga., August 1, 1864. 
133 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Atlanta, Ga., August 18, 1864. 
13i O. R„ Ser. I, V. 38, Part III, p. 622-5. 
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we formed in reach of their balls. Once and a while one 
goes over. Our forces evacuated Atlanta Sept. 1st. Some 
of the people are moving back but most of them stay 
away.” 135 

The Regiment moved to Love joy Station and remained there 
during the ten day armistice which was declared on September 
12. Captain Kelly wrote from Lovejoy Station on September IB: 

“All is quiet, there is a truce of ten days, this being 
the second, there is no sound of guns nor boom of cannon, 
no enemy within three or four miles. Oh, that this first 
armistice of the war may be followed by a long peace for 
the adjustment of this national difficulty.” 130 

At the end of the ten day period General Hood moved the army 
to Palmetto, thirty-five miles south-west of Atlanta, where much 
dissatisfaction developed in the army over Johnston's not being 
in command. So much demoralization developed that President 
Davis made a trip to the army to attempt to impart better 
spirit. The discontent had grown to a point that a movement was 
on foot that when the contemplated review was held there would 
be a general cry of “Johnston! Beef!” There must have been 
widespread dissatisfaction if the movement could only be stopped 
by threats of severe punishment should such a yell be given. 
They were able to prevent the cry but not able to stir up any 
enthusiasm in a yell for Hood and Davis on the day of the re¬ 
view. 137 

The Regiment was made a part of the command to wage a 
counter campaign against Nashville. 138 The forces were in the 
vicinity of Lost Mountain Post Office, Georgia, on October 5, 130 
where the order of march was issued. The line of march carried 
the Regiment westward through Armuchee, Villanow, Cave 
Springs, and Gadsden, where a stop was made on October 20 
for three days. The Regiment moved on towards Florence, in 
Northwestern Alabama, stopping at Courtland for four days,, 


13B Letter of Capt, Kelly to His Wife, Lovejoy Station, Sept. 4, 1864. 
ia0 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Lovejoy Station, Sept, 13, 1864. 
137 Brewer, Capt. Geo., Sketch of 30th Ala. 
lfi8 0. R„ Ser. I, V, 39, Part III, p. 779. 

121, l bid., p. 791. 
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and then marching to Bainbridge to assist in laying pontoons 
across the Tennessee River. 140 

Finally the Regiment arrived in Tuscumbia on November 2 
and at Florence on the 6th, crossing the Tennessee River, and 
getting to a place near Columbia, Tennessee, on the 16th where 
contact with the enemy was again established. The soldiers had 
been deprived of rest during the month’s respite from fighting 
by continually marching over bad roads. Captain Kelly wrote 
from Columbia, Tennessee, on November 16: 

“We came here today and have been skirmishing with 
the enemy. Forrest has been driving them for several days. 
I do not know whether we shall flank or fight. The railroad 
runs from here to Nashville and also to Decatur. We have 
traveled five miles besides today.” 141 

Chances to fight were more plentiful after the Confederates 
got back into Tennessee. The enemy evacuated Columbia on 
the night of November 27, and the Thirtieth, along with other 
troops, took possession the next day. Preparations were imme¬ 
diately begun to cross Duck River and move on Nashville. Duck 
River approached Columbia from the North, but, on reaching the 
steep bluff upon which the city is built, turns nearly west. The 
plan was for most of the army to cross the river some miles above 
the city and get in the rear of General Schofield on the Franklin 
Pike at Spring Hill, leaving others to cross at Columbia in order 
to occupy the attention of the Federals. 142 Pettus was to drive 
the enemy from the picket line, the Thirtieth being detached to 
guard the crossing in case Pettus should fail. Instead of failing, 
he made a splendid success. The crossing and march to Spring 

Hill were done at night. 143 

* 

A fierce battle waged at Franklin, about twenty-five miles 
south of Nashville, but the Thirtieth did not participate. 144 They 
arrived there on December 1, and spent the time burying the 
dead, numbering about two thousand. Both sides had lost heav- 

140 Ibid., p. 866. 

141 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Near Columbia, Tenn„ Nov. 16, 
1864. 

]42 Brewer, Capt. Geo., Sketch of 30th Ala. 

HS Brewer, Capt. Geo., Sketch of 30th Ala. 

U4 0. R., Ser, I, V. 45, Part I, p. 685. 
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ily, and the fighting at Nashville did not come until the 15th. 
Captain Kelly wrote from Nashville on December 6: 

“We are under fire and have been for three days. We 
are within one and a half miles of the city. We came five 
days ago and have been gradually moving up. We are now 
in our third line doing good service and I hope the road to 
Atlanta will soon be clear. We already have the road to 
Pulaski. There was a big fight at Franklin on November 
30th. Our corps was not engaged, we being at Columbia, 
while Cheatam's and Stewart's corps flanked them and gave 
battle at Franklin. We charged them at Columbia and 
drove them out, losing in our brigade 11 killed and 46 
wounded. We marched from Columbia to Franklin, twenty- 
two miles and bivouacked at dark, the battle still raging 
and had been since 2 P.M. and continued till 9 P.M. We 
were ready and expected to be called the next morning but 
at daylight it was discovered that the enemy had retired, 
leaving their dead and wounded on the field. It was dread¬ 
ful carnage. The men fought hand to hand across the 
breastworks, after the charge, through an open field for 
a half mile through grape, canister of twelve pieces, and 
the minie balls of 12,000 men. But on we went to their 
third line of works. They covered the field with our dead 
while we filled their ditches with their dead. I saw the 
dead being buried. I suppose on the field we had the most, 
but this side of town they had a hundred mortally wounded, 
and the citizens say two trains of dead were carried off. 
In that case their loss is greater than ours, we having 500 
killed and 1500 wounded. Among the killed were Capt. 
Elisha O'Rear, Colonel Shelly slightly wounded, Maj.-Gen. 
Cleburne killed, also 5 brigadiers, and many colonels, captains, 
lieutenants and men, but, thank God, the victory was ours.” 140 

Fighting was renewed at Nashville on the 15th of December, 
where the Confederates were flanked out of a good position and 
driven, with tremendous loss, out of Tennessee. Captain Kelly's 
letter from near Brunswick, Mississippi, gives an account of the 
battle: 


145 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Near Nashville, Dec. 6, 1864. 
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“We are fifteen or twenty miles north-east of Corinth 
on the railroad. We came down this road from Cherokee 
Station, crossing the river five or six miles above Florence. 
We were attacked at Nashville, Thursday, 15, on our left 
wing and were flanked out of our works on about half the 
line. We did not fight on our part of the line but at night 
fell back and entrenched one and a half miles away, where 
we were attacked at sunrise by a furious bombardment, 
even before our works were half finished, but we persisted 
even amid shot and shell and in an hour we were ready 
for a bloody reception. In another hour they made their 
appearance, a line of skirmishers and two or three lines of 
battle. They engaged our skirmishers who were soon driven 
in, and our boys from the trenches gave them such a warm 
reception that they took shelter in our old picket post holes 
and in the adjacent hollows. We were not assaulted from 
that quarter, but the cannonading was terrible on the left. 
They fired all day with frequent charges, yet we held our 
position easily and with little apprehension of any one else 
giving away, but to our surprise and dismay we saw men 
a half mile to our left running to the rear and an incessant 
shout. I thought it our boys,—looking again we saw the 
brigade on our left run out and in an instant the stars and 
stripes and heard the Yankees, 'Surrender you d—-d 
rebels/ ” 146 

The brigade of Pettus was again, just as at Missionary Ridge, 
left on the field without being told that the right and left were 
moving back. However, Captain Kelly does not call it moving 
back as he continues: 

"We were outflanked; shooting at us in front and a 
line coming square down the ditch. It was a rout; we were 
not whipped, but each man had himself to take care of. 
I was among the last to leave, but I went under a shower 
of bullets and shells. God has spared me. Among the 
prisoners are: S. Pendland, Sol and Joe Denner, M. Evans, 
Journey, Baker, Dale, Green, Rhoads, S. Taylor, I. Wilker- 
son,—Wiley Turner left wounded. We had a hard retreat. 
Our division covered it in a day and a half. We lost half 

U0 lbid., Brunwick, Mississippi, Jan, 1, 1865. 
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our artillery, and half of our army in killed, captured, and 
wounded. We have orders to move at 12 M." 147 

In writing of this rout in his report General S. D. Lee said: 

“It was apparent that they were determined to make 
the retreat a rout if possible. Their boldness was soon 
checked by many of them being killed and captured by Pet- 
tus' (Alabama) and Stovall's (Georgia) brigades." 148 

This was on the banks of the Big Harpeth River at Franklin on 
the 17th. 

The retreat was very much like the German retreat of 
1918, in that a stand was made by the rear guard while a new 
position, further back, was being taken up and consolidated, the 
rear guard would then move back and make another stand. 
Captain Kelly describes the retreat: 

“Hard fighting and harder marching for we took mud, 
fields, woods and creeks as they came, retreating in line of 
battle, fighting from hill to hill. We kept them back, or 
rather we would form on picked ground and wait until they 
came into sight, we would let them have it till they retreated 
or scattered, then it was face about and move off, some¬ 
times two miles before we were pressed again, sometimes 
not more than 400 yards. We lost several killed and wounded 
among the latter being our gallant corps commander Stephen 
D. Lee. General Stevenson is in command of the corps, Gen. 
Pettus of the division, and Dedman of the brigade." 140 

From Nashville the Regiment retreated through Columbia 
and Pulaski and reached Bainbridge on the Tennessee on Decem¬ 
ber 25, taking two days to cross, they continued through Bruns¬ 
wick to Tupelo, Mississippi, where they remained until about Jan¬ 
uary 20. According to Captain Brewer there was much talk of 
giving the entire Pettus brigade a furlough for their gallant 
fighting in covering the retreat across Dtick River. 150 The con¬ 
dition of the troops was bad according to Captain Kelly: 


li7 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Brunswick, Mississippi, Jan, 1, 1865. 
148 0. R„ Ser. I, V. 45, Part I, p. 686-90. 

““Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Tupelo, Miss., Jan, 7, 1865. 
150 Brewer, Capt, Geo., Sketch of 30th Ala. 
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“Some of the troops are barefooted, all hungry and tired, 
it was one of the worst retreats I ever saw. I am second in 
command at present. Capt. Burr, . . . who was wounded 
at Nashville has gone home, Lt. Col. Elliott is first. We 
have been here ten days and expect to move soon.” 131 

General Hood had commanded a fine spirited army on No¬ 
vember 17, but two months later a great change had come. 
According to Captain Brewer the situation was now serious: 

“There was no hope of success in many after this dis¬ 
astrous campaign, and those who continued with the army 
did it simply from patriotism and devotion to duty, not 
from any hope for the establishment of their government.” 152 

As to who was responsible for the defeat at Nashville, there 
was much talk among the soldiers after reaching Tupelo. In 
Captain Kelly's opinion, 

“the great victory at Nashville was lost to us by the cow¬ 
ardice of one brigade, Finley's of Florida, the one that re¬ 
fused to fight at Murfreesboro, so the rumor says.” 153 

On January 20 the Regiment took cars arriving at Selma on 
the 23rd. ’ The men were so crowded that many had to ride on 
top of the cars and take turns with those inside. 1 " 1 Many of the 
soldiers left the regiment without leave as they were passing 
close to their homes. Some probably intended to fall out for only 
a short visit, but were unexpectedly cut off from joining the 
command by the Federals who made complete occupation of Ala¬ 
bama. The Regiment was ordered to South Carolina before the 
absent soldiers could get through the Federal lines and rejoin 
their companies. 153 The Regiment arrived in South Carolina with 
less than 300 men,—a regiment that had started in service less 
than three years before with 1,099. When they reached Orange¬ 
burg, South Carolina, a slight engagement occurred. No further 
report is found of the Regiment until Captain Kelly wrote early 
in March from a camp on the Catawba River: 


^Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Tupelo, Miss., Jan. 16, 1865. 
152 Brewer, Capt. Geo., Sketch of 30th Ala. 

15S Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Tupelo, Miss., Jan. 16, 1865. 
154 lbid., On train, Jan. 21, 1865, 

155 Brewer, Capt. Geo., Sketch of 30th Ala. 
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“Our brigade is guarding the river and protecting the 
railroad bridge over the Catawba on the Charlotte road, 
about 20 miles from Charlotte, N. C. We went from Colum¬ 
bia to Charlotte on foot, averaging 21 miles a day. After 
staying three or four days there we came to this place last 
Sunday night, and this is Friday. Our picket is very heavy. 
The weather is wet, roads muddy the last ten days." 15 * 

When on the march, they passed a little country church with 
its graveyard in which Andrew Jackson's parents were buried 
and through that part of North Carolina in which Captain Kelly's 
father was born and where there had lived many other forebears 
of Alabama settlers. 

It was in this camp that Captain Kelly wrote: 

“I have no war news only that 'Old Ma's Joe' as he is 
called has taken command of this army. He lives in the 
heart of the Army of Tennessee and is worth more than a 
re-enforcement of 10,000 armed men each with a 12 pounder, 
under any other man in the Confederacy. I can hardly ex¬ 
cept R. E. Lee. One cold rainy evening after we got off 
the train at Columbia and were moving down the street to 
the bridge the front regiment of our brigade began cheering. 
Word passed down the command that it was the old hero, 
Gen. Johnston, who hpd off his hat, and the rain peppering 
his old bald head, riding past, receiving the cheers of the 
rough, dirty, lousey rebels, with the smile of a soldier, pa¬ 
triot, and gentleman." 157 

That must have been a great day for General Johnston to 
return to the command from which he had been removed as a 
failure. Any man who has served as an officer in battle knows 
that a commander has a great love for the men he has handled 
in battle. He knows how he has stayed awake at night trying 
to think of some way to save them hardships, worrying about the 
lost ones, and feeling the shame of a father for those who have 
gone astray and cast discredit on the army family. Such were 
Johnston's feelings as he returned triumphant to his army family, 
his loved ones. He was received like a father and all felt that 


15(l Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, On the Catawba, March 2, 1865. 
1S7 lbid. 
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he was their leader. Captain Kelly expresses the sentiment of 
Johnston's men: 

“Truly he is a patriot, else he would never have taken 
command of this army again, the second time routed, scat¬ 
tered, and demoralized, but it is proof of his greatness that 
after organizing and handling it through half a campaign he 
quietly submits to removal when the authorities think best, 
then begins its organization again when they wish." 358 

Johnston could not have helped going back when the oppor¬ 
tunity presented itself, as his heart and soul was with the Army 
of Tennessee. The soldiers were calling him, but he was too 
late to do much more than ward off from them all the hardships 
that could be avoided. The sun of the Confederacy had gone 
beneath the horizon. 

The brigade did not exceed 600 men during 1865, but it was 
cited for conspicuous service every time an action occurred. Gen¬ 
eral Hill, commanding the corps, reported that the brigade com¬ 
manded by Pettus had only 350 men at Kingston and added: 

“Stovall's and Jackson's brigades of Clayton's division, 
numbering only 415 men, broke causelessly, leaving Pettus 
like a stone wall alone, supported only by Coltart's skirmish¬ 
ers." 150 

The fighting at Kingston was on the 8th and 10th of March, 
while on the 9th only skirmishing took place. On the night of 
the 10th, the Confederates withdrew to Goldsboro, about twenty 
miles south-east of Raleigh. Leaving there for Smithfield, about 
half way to Raleigh, on the night of the 13th, 160 the Regiment 
then went over to Bentonville from Smithfield in time for the bat¬ 
tle fought there from March 19 to 21. This was the last fighting 
in which the Regiment took part. They later engaged in some 
skirmishing but no great numbers were involved. General Pettus 
wrote in his report concerning the battle of Bentonville: 

“After advancing about 500 yards past the enemy's 
second line the firing became brisk, and at a short distance 


158 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Catawba River, S. C., March 2, 1865. 
130 O. R., Ser. I, V. 47, Part I, p. 1086-9. 

100 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Goldsboro, N. C., March 13, 1865. 
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from and directly on my left flank, Lieutenant-Colonel El¬ 
liott, commanding- the Thirtieth Alabama Regiment, was 
sent with his small command to cover that flank. The firing 
increasing and approaching my line, and seeing stragglers 
moving rapidly to the rear from that point, I changed front 
by throwing back my left, but the enemy were driven back 
by other troops. My line was again formed across the 
road, covered by the skirmishers under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Elliott, who was instructed to drive in the enemy’s skirmish¬ 
ers and find his line.” 101 

The enemy charged the line but were repulsed and the line 
held until eleven o’clock that night when the Confederates with¬ 
drew. General Stevenson in his report of the battle said: 

“Pettus’ noble brigade met each advance of the enemy 
with even more than its usual steadiness, and repulsed them 
with apparent ease. In the whole fight I did not see one 
of his men attempt to leave the line, unless wounded or with 
proper authority.” 102 

The Regiment is mentioned in General Hill’s report: 

“About sundown the Yankees attempted an advance 
upon General Pettus, but that stout-hearted soldier and his 
noble brigade drove them back without difficulty. In the 
attack he himself received a painful flesh wound, and his 
nephew and aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Pettus, was killed.” 103 

The Lieutenant Pettus spoken of was a son of Governor J. J. 
Pettus of Mississippi. 

Captain Brewer relates an incident of the battle that shows 
in what veneration the men held General Johnston: 

“General Johnston and staff appeared in sight, and 
though the line was moving rapidly in the charge, instantly 
there was a halt along the line, and off went every hat with 
a loud cheer to the grand old chieftain who had not been 
seen since his removal from command in the preceeding falL 


1<51 0. R„ Ser. I, V. 47, Part I, p. 1098-9. 
162 0. R,, Ser. I, V. 47, Part I, p. 1093-7. 
163 lbid., p. 1091. 
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He returned the salute by reining his horse, lifting his hat, 
and waving the line forward with his hand, and with a yell 
the charge was resumed.” 164 

Captain Kelly's account of the battle of Bentonville is also 
of interest: 

“Gen. Pettus was slightly wounded in the leg, Lieut. 
Pettus, his nephew, was killed. Col. J. K. Elliott of the 
30th was slightly wounded, Capt. Heacock of the 30th was 
killed. Every time we charged we drove them from their 
works, every time they charged or attempted to flank they 
were handsomely repulsed, leaving their dead and wounded 
on the field, also guns, and accoutrements. We could have 
loaded wagons but were not allowed to stop. That night 
we fell back to our breast works and on the night of the 21st 
we moved off and came here as before stated. They evac¬ 
uated at the same time, and marched on Goldsboro, and we 
to Smithfield. 'Tis said they are at Goldsboro. We felt 
that ‘Old Joe' knows all about Mr. Sherman. Gen. Pettus 
and Col. Elliott have gone to the rear, I command the 30th 
Ala.” 165 

Nothing else was done by the Thirtieth except a little guard 
duty during the remainder of the war. On April 19 the Regiment 
was consolidated with the Twentieth Alabama under Colonel 
James M. Dedman, and was then desiganted as the Twentieth 
Alabama. Soon the Army of Virginia began to pass in large 
numbers. The Army of Tennessee, under General Johnston, a 
mere ghost of the old army, was surrendered on April 26, 1865, at 
Greensboro/North Carolina. On May 3, the soldiers started 
home, marching in units. Those units held together only a short 
time, the men separating and taking the most direct routes 
home. They were going home, their cause lost, and the South, 
devastated and impoverished, back under the stars and stripes 
that had been torn down by them. Captain Kelly expressed the 
general feeling of all in the last line of his last letter: “My 
heart is heavy, I can not write.” 106 


164 Brewer, Capt. Geo., Sketch of 30th Alabama. 

165 Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Near Raleigh, N. C„ April 9, 1865. 
16fl Letter of Capt. Kelly to His Wife, Near Raleigh, N. C., April 19, 1865. 
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COPIES OF THE MUSTER ROLLS OF THE THIRTIETH 

ALABAMA VOLUNTEERS, C. S. A. 

From the Files of the Military Division, Alabama Department 

of Archives and History 

MUSTER ROLL OF CAPTAIN W. C. PATTERSON, A COMPANY, ALA. 
VOLUNTEERS, 30TH REGIMENT, (P. A.) CHARLES M. SHELLEY 

Muster roll of Captain Wm. C. Patterson’s A Company in the _ 

Regiment, __ Brigade of Alabama Volunteers commanded by Colonel 

C. M. Shelley, called into service of the Confederate States, under the 
Provisions of the Act of Congress of 28th Jany. 1862, from the 27th day 
of February 1862 (date of this muster), for the term of Three Years or 


the War, unless sooner discharged. 


No. of Names 

Each Present 

Grade and Absent Rank 


1. Wm. C. Patterson_Capt. 

2. H. P. Oden_1st Lt. 

3. Abner Wynn ..2nd Lt. 

4. Wm. Wallis _2nd Lt. 

5. George W. Butts_-1st Sergt. 

6. B. F. McGee_.2nd Sergt. 

7. Wm. B. Gowen.3rd Sergt. 

8. Larkin Brock __4th Sergt. 

9. T. A. Love___5th Sergt. 

10. R. B. Caudle_1st Corp. 

11. Isaiah R. Hancock_2nd Corp. 

12. Wm. Hudson _3rd Corp. 

13. Alloinous G. Machen_4th Corp. 

14. W. C. Rayfield.Drummer 

15. W. F. Jordan...Fifer 

1. Baker, Joseph N... Private 

2. Bergin, John A____Private 

3. Blackmon, Elijah ____Private 

4. Blackmon, Franklin H.Private 

5. Blackmon, William . Private 

6. Blankinship, James H_Private 

7. Boaz, Sampson H._Private 

8. Breedlove, William J_Private 

9. Bryant, William .Private 

10. Carr, Peter . .Private 

11. Carmichael, Patrick T..Private 

12. Caudle, James H., Sr.Private 

13. Caudle, JameS 1 H., Jr..Private 

14. Caudle, John P.Private 

15. Clifton, Joseph S_Private 

16. Cox, Thomas W,_Private 

17. Crawford, James F._Private 

18. Crowson, John P..Private 

19. Eckols, Armstead F...Private 

20. Edwards, Andrew J.Private 

21. Evans, Benjamin H..Private 

22. Favour, William .Private 

23. Fowler, Cullen S,....Private 


24. Gillion, James _Private 


Joined for Duty and Enrolled 


Age 

When 

Where 


37 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

39 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

33 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

39 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

46 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

32 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

33 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

46 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

25 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

19 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

29 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

30 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

20 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

18 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

44 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

24 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

29 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

18 

Feby. 

27, 

1862,' 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

21 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

20 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

28 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

18 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

33 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

26 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

66 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

32 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

A 1 a. 

29 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

A^a. 

19~ 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

A 1 a. 

23 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syhacogga, 

A’a. 

32 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

A 1 a. 

18 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

A’a. 

20 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

29 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syhacogga, 

A^. 

18 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

21 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

A 1 a. 

22 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

A 7 a. 

18 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

24 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

24 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

A T a. 
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No. of Names 

Each Present 

Grade and Absent Rank 


25. Gray, William R,..Private 

26. Green, John S...Private 

27. Harriss, John A..Private 

28. Heath, Henry A.Private 

29. Hickman, Berry C.Private 

30. Hickman, Lewis M..Private 

31. Hickman, Reuben T.Private 

32. Holcombe, J. C.-.Private 

33. Holcombe, B. K.Private 

34. Hunt, James ..Private 

35. Johnson, John .Private 

36. Kirkland, Ellis A.„.....Private 

37. Lanning, John A... Private 

38. Martin, Robert H. . Private 

39. Martin, Ephraim ..Private 

40. Martin, George .JPrivate 

41. Martin, John W__JPrivate 

42. Machen, Waddy W.Private 

43. Matthews, William ...Private 

44. Mathison, Peter _ Private 

45. Mercer, John W.. Private 

46. Newman, Andrew J.JPrivate 

47. Newman, Robert H.Private 

48. Pennington, William J_Private 

49. Pope, Henry . _ Private 

50. Porter, Geo. H._ Private 

51. Riggins, Daulby .....Private 

52. Robinson, Elisha . Private 

53. Russell, James W_Private 

54. Shores, James __Private 

55. Simms, Leonard _ Private 

58. Simms, William J.....Private 

57. Smith, Napoleon B..._. Private 

58. Smith, Thomas E....J_Private 

59. Skaggs, James A_Private 

60. Strickland, _ Private 

61. Stewart, William A_ Private 

62. Taylor, Jesse M__Private 

63. Thornton, Yancey A. Private 

64. Wallis, Ferdinand T.Private 

65. Whalin, William . Private 

66. Brewer, Jeremiah _Private 

67. Brewer, James . Private 

68. Robinson, Pryor N... Private 

69. Mangham, J. H. .. Private 


AH. enrolled by C. M. Shelley, 
of rendezvous. No. of miles 25. 


Joined for Duty and Enrolled 


Age 

When 

Where 


37 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

20 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

A 1 a. 

18 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

A’a. 

18 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syl'acogga, 

A'a. 

21 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syl'acogga, 

Ala. 

32 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

SyPacogga, 

A 1 a. 

24 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syl'acogga, 

A 7 a. 

45 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

18 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

46 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

A’a. 

23 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

22 

Feby. 

27, 

1862,. 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

31 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

23 

Feby. 

27, 

1862, 

Sylacogga, 

Ala. 

20 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

18 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

18 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

35 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

18 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

31 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

18 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

18 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

25 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

26 

March 

1. 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

24 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

18 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

41 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

24 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

32 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

21 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

38 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

18 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

26 

March 

1. 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

29 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

18 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

18 

March 

1, 

1862, 

SyUacog^a, 

Ala. 

24 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

24 

March 

b 

1862, 

Sy'lacogga, 

Ala. 

22 

March 

1. 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

32 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

47 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Syllacogga, 

Ala. 

27 

March 

31, 

1862, 

Camp Curry 

21 

March 

31, 

1862, 

Camp Curry 

25 

March 

31, 

1862, 

Camp Curry 

38 

March 

31, 

1862, 

Camp Curry 


Period three years. Traveling to place 


Remarks: 

If any officer or private is under arrest, sick, absent, on furlough, or 
special duty, it must be noted under this head. This roll must show every 
member of the company present and absent. Every man whose name is 
on this roll must be accounted for on the next muster roll. Not less than 
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the full number of non-commissioned officers and at least 64 privates must 
be present and mustered. 

I CERTIFY, on honor, that this MUSTER ROLL exhibits the true 
state of Captain Patterson’s Company, of the ..Regiment Alabama Vol¬ 

unteers for the period herein mentioned; that each man answers to his 
own proper name in person, and that the remarks set opposite the name 
of each officer and soldier are correct. 

(Signed) W. C. PATTERSON, 

Commanding the Company. 

Date: March 26th, 1862 
Station: Camp Curry. 

I CERTIFY, on honor, that I have carefully examined the men whose 
names are on this roll, and have accepted them into the service of the 
Confederate States for the term of three years or the war, from this the 
27th day of February 1862, unless sooner discharged. 

(Signed) C. M. SHELLEY, 

Mustering Officer. 


MUSTER ROLL OF CAPTAIN JOHN C. FRANCIS, COMPANY B, 


ALA. VOLUNTEERS, 30TH REGIMENT 


No. of Names 

Each Present 

Grade and Absent 


Rank Age 


Joined for Duty and Enrolled 
When Where 


1. 

John C. Francis 1 -. 

..Capt. 

19 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

1. 

Wilie Carpenter _ 

....1st Lt. 

46 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

2. 

Jos. H. McCain. 

_.2nd Lt. 


March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

3. 

Geo. W. Vanzant. 

..2nd Lt., Jr. 

31 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

1. 

I. N. Baugh- 

_.1st Sergt. 

26 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

2. 

John M. Smith.— 

_JJnd Sergt. 

27 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

3. 

Mark Driskill . 

__3rd Sergt. 

46 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

4. 

John W. Glover. 

_,4th Sergt. 

22 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

5. 

Hugh McFadden . 

.5th Sergt. 


March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

1. 

E. P. Davis. 

.1st Corp. 

33 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

2. 

John S. Thomas. 

..2nd Corp. 

26 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

3. 

W. R. Moore___ 

.3rd Corp. 

27 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

4. 

M. T. Durham__ 

_4th Corp. 

19 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

1. 

W. N. Champion.. 

..Musn. 

17^ 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

2. 

D. W. Beacham.. 

_Musn. 

15 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

1. 

Alexander, W. T. 

.Private 

18 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

2. 

Alexander, R. P_ 

.Private 

35 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

3. 

Arnold, J. D. 

.Private 

29 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

4. 

Allen, R. F__ 

.Private 

19 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

5. 

Blun, S. A_ 

..Private 

23 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

6. 

Baird, E. R.... 

.Private 

28 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

7. 

Baird, W. W__ 

__Private 

34 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

8. 

Baden, J. .... 

.Private 

22 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

9. 

Clark, E. T......... 

.Private 

18 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 


Copeland, R. I.. 

...Private 

32 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 
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No. of Names 

Each Present 

Grade and Absent Rank 


11. Culbreath, N. D. S._Private 

12. Carpenter, I. W__....Private 

13. Cook, I. B....Private 

14. Cook, John P_Private 

15. Chamness, I. (J.?) Private 

16. Crawford, S..Private 

17. Denman, W. C__....Private 

18. Dowdle, J. M..Private 

19. Dowdle, J. F_.Private 

"20. Driskill, I. H_ .Private 

21. Gober, Bradford .Private 

22. Gordon, W. P....Private 

23. Gray, Thomas _Private 

24. Humphries, M. T._....Private 

25. Hill, Andrew .Private 

26. Hill, Floyd G..........Private 

27. Hollingsworth, J. S......Private 

28. Hutchinson, W. T..Private 

29. Johnson, E. Private 

30. Kimbrell, M. K_.^..Private 

31. Kirby, I. R....Private 

32. Langley, O. E,.._.Private 

33. Littlejohn, Thos. _Private 

34. Martin, R. I._Private 

35. Moore, Jas. B. (Jos.?). Private 

36. Matheney, I. F.....Private 

37. Milner, John .. Private 

38. Marable, T. A.Private 

39. Matthis, M. R__.Private 

40. Mattison, J. L_Private 

41. Moses, L... ...Private 

42. Nunnelly, B. F...Private 

43. Nunnelly, Jo. Private 

44. Norris, J. E_ Private 

45. Nimow, J. H. Private 

46. Powers, T. J..Private 

47. Pinson, Peter _ Private 

48. Poss, T. E... Private 

49. Roberts, David . Private 

50. Roberts, L. R__Private 

51. Rutledge, W. R_Private 

52. Rutledge, John .Private 

53. Reaves, D. R__..Private 

54. Reaves? J. W. ..Private 

55. Reynolds, W. J..Private 

56. Redman, W. Private 

57. Smith, I. M__ Private 

58. Seiber, J. C. Private 

59. Skelton, G. B..Private 

■60. Skelton, W. A.. Private 

61. Turner, Calvin C.„_ Private 

62. Weir, W. M.. Private 

63. Wright, Wiley ..Private 

64. Warren, Thomas_Private 

65. Whatley, John .Private 

66. Whatley, W. . Private 

>67. White, Thomas__.Private 


Joined for Duty and Enrolled 
Age When Where 


36 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

18 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

32 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

19 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

26 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

20 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

25 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

21 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

18 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

22 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

42 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

18 

March 

5, 

1862,- 

Jacksonville 

19 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

24 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

33 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

18 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

19 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

29 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

24 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

38 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

25 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

20 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

21 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

46 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

22 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

31 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

38 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

25 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

32 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

23 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

25 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

19 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

27 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

29 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

18 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

24 

March 

5, 

1862, 

J acksonville 

20 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

33 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

22 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

33 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

42 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

19 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

25 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

27 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

32 

March 

5, 

1862, 

J acksonville 

32 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

35 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

31 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

31 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

28 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

29 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

44 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

20 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

20 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

22 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

19 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 

26 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Jacksonville 
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ALABAMA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY 


No. of 

Names 




Each 

Present 



Joined for Duty and Enrolled 

Grade 

and Absent 

Rank 

Age 

When Where 


68. 

White, I. M. 

..Private 

25 

March 

5, 1862, 

Jacksonville 

69. 

Weaver, R. P. 

..Private 

25 

March 

5, 1862, 

Jacksonville 

70. 

Warlick, D. W,._. 

.Private 

24 

March 

5, 1862, 

Jacksonville 

71. 

Wolfe, Henry ... 

_Private 

24 

March 

5, 1862, 

Jacksonville 

72. 

Willingham, Wm. 

...Private 

38 

March 

5, 1862, 

Jacksonville 

73. 

Willingham, Geo. W,. 

..Private 

29 

March 

5, 1862, 

Jacksonville 

74. 

Wilson, Geo. W. 

.Private 

23 

March 

5, 1862, 

Jacksonville 

75. 

Karr, I. M. M...... 

_Private 

26 

March 

8, 1862, 

Jacksonville 

76. 

Karr, Jas. S_ 

_Private 

24 

March 

8, 1862, 

Jacksonville 

77. 

Finch, Thos. S.. 

_Private 

23 

March 

8, 1862, 

Jacksonville 

78. 

Thompson, T. J. 

..._Private 

20 

March 

8, .1862, 

Jacksonville 

79. 

Landers, W. J. .. 

.. Private 

21 

March 

8, 1862, 

J acksonville 

80. 

Newton, W. H. 

..Private 

22 

March 

21, 1862, 

Talladega 

81. 

Ford, John _ 

.Private 

18 

March 

21, 1862, 

Talladega 

82. 

Garven, B. F___ 

..Private 

22 

March 

24, 1862, 

Talladega 

83. 

Stevens, N. ■— (V.?)- 

_Private 

17 

March 

24, 1862, 

Talladega 

84. 

Pitts, H. H__ 

..Private 

18 

March 

24, 1862, 

Talladega 

85. 

Finch, W. T___ 

_Private 

17 

March 

26, 1862, 

Talladega 


Certificate by C-apt. Francis is dated March 29th, 1862, by Col. Shelley 
same date. 


MUSTER ROLL OF CAPTAIN DAVID M. ANDERSON, COMPANY C, 

ALA. VOLUNTEERS, 30TH REGIMENT 

No. of Names 

Each Present Joined for Duty and Enrolled 

Grade and Absent Rank Age When Where 


1. David M. Anderson_.Capt. 

1. D. C. McCain..1st Lt. 

2. J. C. Cunningham. 2nd Lt. 

3. Wm, T. Green ... .. 2nd Lt., 

1. C. W. Perkins_1st Sgt. 

2. , F. A. Turner.....2nd Sgt. 

3. P. N. Acker.3rd Sgt. 

4. John S. Patton ... 4th Sgt. 

5. John L. Alexander_ 5th Sgt. 

1. James Linton ....Cpl. 

2. O. N. Bigbee_Cpl. 

3. R. Halliday . Cpl. 

4. T. L. Howe.Cpl. 

1. Brice, John __Private 

2. Bigbee, W. W...Private 

3. Bums, J. B.....Private 

4. Carden, J. L.Private 

5. Davis, John ....Private 

6. Daniel, J. A__Private 

7. Dobens, W. T.Private 

8. Davis, W. P.Private 

9. Earley, D. W.. Private 

10. Franklin, Asa ....Private 

11. Franklin, Wm..Private 

12. Farley, James A__Private 


23 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Tal’adega, 

Ala. 

33 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

30 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Tal’adega, 

Ala. 

34 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

29 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

33 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

21 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

31 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

23 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

27 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

49 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

51 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

26 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

25 .. 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

26 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

23 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

20 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

18 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

25 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

27 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

23 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

33 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

22 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

22 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala, 

30 

March 

5, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala, 
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13. 

Frazier, W. D..... 

__Private 

18 

.14. 

Fain, J. M.... 

_Private 

16 

15. 

Fain, J. T..__ 

..... Private 

19 

16. 

Fain, Wm. F.... 

.Private 

21 

17. 

Green, D. B.. 

..... Private 

22 

18. 

Green, L. P.. 

..... Private 

17 

19. 

Goodwin, Ira. 

.Private 

33 

20. 

Harmon, E. C. __ 

— Private 

18 

21. 

Herrin, C. H. .. 

.Private 

19 

22. 

Harrison, C. M. C. 

__Private 

26 

23. 

Harrison, E. T. 

.....Private 

19 

24. 

Harrison, Bonner _ 

__Private 

32 

25. 

Jackson, Andrew .. 

.....Private 

17 

26. 

Jackson, S. L.. 

.Private 

19 

27. 

Lonergan, P. L__ 

_Private 

19 

28. 

Lonergan, J. L_ 

..Private 

29 

29. 

Montgomery, J. A..... 

_Private 

21 

30. 

Martin, W. J_ 

_Private 

20 

31. 

McCain. Bowdon 

..._Private 

17 

32. 

Marable, W. H.. 

.... Private 

16 

33. 

Mallard, James R.. 

.Private 

32 

34. 

Mullins, M. K. 

.....Private 

22 

35. 

McCain. R. H. 

.... Private 

20 

36. 

Martin, D. W. 

.Private 

19 

37. 

Mullins, L. R. 

__Private 

18 

38. 

Nipper, Timethy 

....Private 

36 

39. 

Phillips, F____ 

....Private 

30 

40. 

Poe, J. M... 

... Private 

24 

41. 

Poe, J. C_____ 

_Private 

23 

42. 

Patton, J. I..... 

__Private 

25 

43. 

Phillips, John .. 

.Private 

30 

44. 

Quattlebum, P. W.. 

.... Private 

18 

45. 

Quattlebum, J. T_ 

.Private 

23 

46. 

Quattlebum, W. W.. 

....Private 

19 

47. 

Richey, J. W.. 

__Private 

38 

48. 

Solomon, Isaac _ 

.Private 

18 

49. 

Sisson, W. R.. 

.....Private 

29 

50. 

Sisson, Braxton . 

... Private 

19 

51. 

Sisson, Daniel ___ 

.Private 

21 

52. 

Sisson, G. W..... 

.....Private 

28 

53. 

Sligh, H. J.. 

....Private 

19 

54. 

Self, A, B.... 

_Private 

19 

55. 

Sims, Millington _ 

....Private 

47 

56, 

Tramwdll, David . 

....Private 

39 

57. 

Tipton, W. A.... 

_Private 

22 

58. 

Tavery, J. B... 

_Private 

32 

59. 

Vowel, D. N.... 

....Private 

20 

60. 

Webb, James ._ 

_Private 

18 

61. 

Williams, Augustus . 

....Private 

19 

62. 

Watson, James L. 

_Private 

28 

63. 

Walker, S. C....... 

... Private 

22 

64. 

Woodward, James .. 

....Private 

25 

65. 

Wilson, J. H... 

.. Private 

17 

66. 

Wilson, G. W.. 

.. Private 

18 

67, 

Waldrap, Samuel . 

....Private 

33 

68. 

White, Cornelius .... 

... Private 

22 

69. 

York, Vincent ... 

... Private 

32 


March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 


5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862,. 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 
5, 1862, 


Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala., 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala, 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala, 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala, 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
Talladega, Ala. 
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ALABAMA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY 


Certified by David M. Anderson, April 1st, 1862, Camp Curry, near 
.Talladega, Ala., and by A. J. Walker on March 12, 1862, as mustering: 
officer. .It also bears the following: 

I, Wm. M. Nisbet, a regularly licensed and practicing physician 
and surgeon, certify on honor that I have carefully examined the men 
of Captain David M. Anderson’s Company whose names are on the 
Muster Roll hereto attached, and find them all sound in mind and body 
and fit for Military Service. 


(Signed) WM. M. NISBET, 

M.D. 

Date: March 28th / 62 

Station: Camp Curry near Talladega, Ala. 


MUSTER ROLL OF CAPTAIN CHARLES G. SAMUEL, COMPANY D r 


30TH ALA. 


No. of Names 

Each Present 

Grade and Absent Rank 


1. C. G. Samuel__„Capt. 

1. Benjamin F. Samuel.1st Lt. 

2. Joshua H. West..2nd Lt. 

3. Francis Lee .2nd Lt., 

1. Isaac R. W. Lewis...1st Sgt . 

2. Charles J. Harless_2nd Sgt. 

3. Benjamin F. Hoyle.3rd Sgt. 

4. Felix P. Seales. .4th Sgt. 

5. James G. Reed._5th Sgt. 

1. William C. Lee...Cpl. 

2. George W. Buzbye..Cpl. 

3. Thomas G. Brown_Cpl. 

4. Marvel A. Fletcher... Cpl. 

1. Armstrong, Benjamin S Private 

2. Armstrong, John M.....Private 

3. Armstrong, Hiram _Private 

4. Armstrong, Moses K.Private 

5. Armstrong, John 1st.Private 

6. Armstrong, Levi R_Private 

7. Armstrong, John 2nd.Private 

8. Armstrong, Columbus' A. Private 

9. Avery, Robert _ Private 

10. Butler, John S,....Private 

11. Baxter, William A..Private 

12. Butler, James .Private 

13. Boothe, James _...Private 

14. Bridges, Pinkney C...Private 

15. Bragg, William J.Private 

16. Beasly, John H...Private 

17. Beasly, Henry ......_ .Private 

18. Baxter, Julius M....Private 

19. Busby, Martin J. P..Private 

20. Busby, William H.Private 


REGIMENT 


Joined for Duty and Enrolled 


Age 

When 

Where 

28 


Talladega, Ala. 

26 


Talladega, Ala. 

27 


Talladega, Ala. 

41 


Talladega, Ala. 

35 


Talladega, Ala. 

27 


Talladega, Ala. 

30 


Talladega, Ala. 

35 


Talladega, Ala. 

27 


Talladega, Ala. 

20 


Talladega, Ala. 

24 


Talladega, Ala. 

23 


Talladega, Ala. 

34 


Talladega, Ala. 

20 


Talladega, Ala. 

22 


Talladega, Ala. 

17 


Talladega, Ala. 

23 


Talladega, Ala. 

28 


Talladega, Ala. 

28 


Talladega, Ala. 

22 


Talladega, Ala. 

18 


Talladega, Ala. . 

34 


Talladega, Ala. 

18.. 


Talladega, Ala. 

21 


Talladega, Ala. 

34 


Talladega, Ala. 

25 


Talladega, Ala. 

16 


Talladega, Ala. 

17 


Talladega, Ala. 

20 


Talladega, Ala. 

23 


Talladega, Ala. 

20 


Talladega, Ala. 

18 


Talladega, Ala. 

21 


Talladega, Ala. 
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No. of Names 

Each Present 

Grade and Absent Rank 


21. Bradshaw, Francis M.Private 

22. Beasly, David C.Private 

23. Boothe, James L.Private 

24. Boothe, Elam ..Private 

25. Brown, Samuel J,.Private 

26. Bentley, Joseph L.Private 

27. Busby, John M.Private 

28. Crime (?), Benjamin G ....Private 

29. Crime, James T...Private 

30. Dodd, James T...Private 

31. Ellison, Elijah _Private 

32. Foust, Miles N__Private 

33. Freeman, Samuel H._Private 

34. Ferrington, John .Private 

35. Griffen, Clement_Private 

36. Garner, Lewis _Private 

37. Goggins, William .Private 

38. Green, John J__Private 

39. Glass, Andrew J_Private 

40. Glass, Henry M.Private 

41. Glass, Elisha ....Private 

42. Howard, Jonathan N.Private 

43. Howard, William J.Private 

44. Holridge, James C_Private 

45. Harris, John W_..._Private 

46. Hewstin, Reuben R..Private 

47. Lucas, Franklin .....Private 

48. Lucas, Daniel M.Private 

49. Lowry, John ..Private 

50. Lowry, Newton R...Private 

51. Lowry, Richard H.Private 

52. Lolly, Levi_Private 

53. Lolly, Columbus' __Private 

54. Lolly, Daniel M,_.Private 

55. Lolly, Marion F.„.Private 

56. Martin, William T.Private 

57. Martin, James C. ..Private 

58. Martin, John D. A........Private 

59. McGraw, William C.Private 

60. Mobly, John H...Private 

61. Marler, Labom ___Private 

62. Miles, Simeon ... Private 

63. McClendon, Thomas . Private 

64. McDanal, Joseph .Private 

65. Northcut, William V...Private 

66. Northcut, Jasper N.. Private 

67. Northcut, George W_Private 

68. Northcut, Martin V...Private 

69. Pearson, John .... Private 

70. Pearson, William C.private 

71. Patterson, James L.Private 

72. Putnell, William ...Private 

73. Pilkinton, Permanes (?) 

H___Private 

74. Robinson, John .Private 

75. Seales, John M...Private 

76. Seales, Allen .Private 


Joined for Duty and Enrolled 
Age When Where 


21 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

23 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

25 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

36 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

35 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

32 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

25 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

25 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

20 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

19 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

18 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

17 

• Talladega, 

Ala. 

20 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

23 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

37 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

37 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

50 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

26 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

18 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

19 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

22 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

20 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

22 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

34 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

50 

Talladega, 

A*a. 

47 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

23 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

20 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

35 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

24 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

26 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

36 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

17 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

25 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

25 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

22 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

19 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

23 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

35 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

35 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

35 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

44 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

18 

Talladega, 

A'a. 

31 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

36 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

23 

Talladega, 

A 1 a. 

20 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

18 

j Talladega, 

A 1 a. 

41 

Talladega, 

A 1 a. 

21 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

34 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

28 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

19 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

31 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

32 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

30 

Tahadega, 

Ala. 






















































176 ALABAMA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY 


No. of 

Names 







Each 

Present 



Joined for Duty and Enrolled 

Grade 

and Absent 

Rank 

Age 

When 


Where 

77. 


Story, Julius M_ 

_Private 

18 




Talladega, Ala. 

78. 


Story, Benjamin . 

..Private 

50 




Talladega, Ala. 

79. 


Stallings, Green B.. 

_Private 

38 




Talladega, Ala. 

80. 


Stoddard, John L- 

_Private 

18 




Talladega, Ala. 

81. 


Strickland, Toliver T... 

_Private 

21 




Talladega, Ala. 

82. 


Strickland, Richard G—Private 

27 




Talladega, Ala. 

83. 


Tarwater, John W. 

.Private 

28 




Talladega, Ala. 

84. 


Thames, John F... 

..Private 

21 




Talladega, Ala. 

85. 


Thames, James W,_ 

_Private 

29 




Talladega, Ala. 

86. 


Thames’, Samuel M. 

_Private 

27 




Talladega, Ala. 

87 


Thompson, William G. 

_Private 

18 




Talladega, Ala. 

88. 


Wooten, William _ 

_Private 

24 




Talladega, Ala. 

89. 


Wooten, Robert _ 

_Private 

35 




Talladega, Ala. 

90. 


Watts, James G_ 

_Private 

23 




Talladega, Ala. 

91. 


Wideman, Jackson_ 

..Private 

42 




Talladega, Ala. 

92. 


Goodson, Jasper _ 

_Private 

36 




Talladega, Ala. 

93. 


Beasly, J. H__ 

_Private 

25 




Talladega, Ala. 

94. 


Thames, T. A..... 

.Private 

34 




Talladega, Ala. 


Certificate by Capt. 

C. G. Samuel, Dated March 

31, 

1862, at Camp 

Curry. 








Certificate of A. J. Walker, Mustering Officer, 

dated same. 


MUSTER ROLL OF 

CAPTAIN 

HENRY 

McBEE, 

COMPANY E, 



30TH ALA. 

REGIMENT 




No. 

o* 

Names 







Each 

Present 



Joined for Duty and Enrolled 

Grade 

and Absent 

Rank 

Age 

When 


Where 

1. 


Henry McBee . 

_.Capt. 

44 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

1. 


S. C. Kelly. 

..1st Lt. 

37 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

o 


Wm, Landers .... 

.2nd Lt. 

36 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

3. 


John W. Pike ... 

...2nd Lt., Jr. 36 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

1. 


B. M. Pike__ 

_1st Sgt. 

33 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

2. 


J. D. Hollingsworth. 

_.2nd Sgt. 

40 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

3. 


John B. Palmer. 

_3rd Sgt. 

24 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

4. 


Jonathan Phillips _ 

.4th Sgt. 

33 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

5. 


P. M, Phillips. 

.5th Sgt. 

28 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

1. 


S. O. Black .. 

.1st Corp. 

37 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

2. 


S. M. Penland.... 

_2nd Corp. 

26 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

3. 


W. D. Adkins--- 

_3rd Corp. 

29 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

4. 


J. (?) D. Williams. 

_.4th Corp. 

33 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

1. 


Airhart, Nichols __ 

.Private 

45 

March 

6, 

1882, 

Calhoun County 

2. 


Aders, Alexander . 

.Private 

31 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

3. 


Argo, Nimrod __ 

_Private 

18 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

4. 


Boozer, D. F. ... 

.Private 

26 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

5. 


Boozer, H. H ... 

_Private 

25 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

6. 


Boozer, David ... 

_Private 

26 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

7. 


Baker, J. N .. 

_Pi'ivate 

25 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

8. 


Baxter, Barney _ 

.Private 

19 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

9. 


Benson, John F. D- 

..Private 

32 

March 

6. 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

10. 


Brown, W. A.... 

_Private 

27 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

11. 


Baird, W. A... 

_Private 

25 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

12. 


Bowman, J, A,... 

_-Private 

36 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun County 

13. 


Cornelius, B. A.___. 

..Private 

42 

March 

6. 

1862, 

Calhoun County 
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No. of Names 

Each Present Joined for Duty and Enrolled 

Grade and Absent Rank Age When Where 


14. Cannon, Joseph ..Private 

15. Cannon, Thomas..Private 

16. Crenshaw, J. F.Private 

17. Davis, Martin.Private 

18. Duckett, Elijah .Private 

19. Duncan, S. G.Private 

.20. Estice, W. C-Private 

21. Evans, Montgomery _Private 

22. Ford, J. W_ Private 

23. Ford, Franklin .Private 

24. Ferguson, David _.Private 

25. Foster, R. H.JPrivate 

26. Griffin, Henry .Private 

27. Griffin, A. C.Private 

28. Graham, N. H..Private 

29. Garrett, W. H_Private 

30. Griffith, George......Private 

31. Griffith, R. G..Private 

32. Gaylor, Henry .. Private 

33 Hill, J. J_Private 

34. Hayes, J. H.Private 

35. Henderson, M. P..Private 

36. Hollingsworth, R. H_Private 

37. Hobbs, J. J_Private 

38. Keller, W. C_Private 

39. Kidd, Hugh _Private 

40. Kilpatrick, G. W___Private 

41. Massey, John_Private 

42. McCullers, F. M. Private 

43. McCollum, Joseph _Private 

44. Nance, W. M_Private 

45. Phillips, C. W. P_..._Private 

46. Phillips, David___Private 

47. Pike, John . Private 

48. Peace, J. A. Private 

49. Peace, Benjamin . Private 

50. Price, John ..Private 

51. Prater, Richard W._Private 

52. Payne, A. F..._Private 

53. Palmer, Pink .Private 

54. Pinler, Joseph .Private 

55. Reaves, J. S_Private 

56. Reaves, B. W.Private 

57. Rhodes, John _ ...Private 

58. Roundtree, Frank_Private 

59. Sewell, W. W..Private 

60. Sewell, W. J..Private 

61. Sewell, Land _Private 

62. Simmons, John .Private 

63. Simpson, W. P..Private 

64. Slayton, Warren _Private 

65. Thomas, John.Private 

66. Thomas, Woodley ..Private 

67. Taylor, S. S.... Private 

68. Wilkinson, John _ Private 


28 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

19 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

19 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

44 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

30 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

17 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

18 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

19 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

28 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

17 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

30 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

27 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

40 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

18 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

22 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

18 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

29 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

22 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

20 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

18 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

22 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

34 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

18 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

26 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

19 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

24 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

26 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

34 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

25 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

34 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

24 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

30 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

22 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

18 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

29 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

18 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

30 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

28 

March 

6, 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

25( ?) March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

27 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

18 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

34 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

21 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

18 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

21 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

18 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

15 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

18 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

22 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

34 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

26 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

24 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

18 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

19 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 

21 

March 

6 , 

1862, 

Calhoun 

County 
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No. of 

Names 





Each 

Present 



Joined for Duty and Enrolled 

Grade 

and Absent 

Rank 

Age 

When 

Where 

69. 

Walls, Mark .. 

_.Private 

37 

March 6, 1862, 

Cajhoun County 

70. 

Young, James . 

..Private 

34 

March 6, 1862, 

Calhoun County 


Certificate of Capt. McBee dated March 29, 1862, Camp Curry near 
Talladega, Ala. 

Certificate of mustering officer signed “C. M. Shelly, Colo, and 
Mustering Officer.” 

Dated March 31, 1862. 

ONE OF THE MUSTER ROLLS OF COMPANY E, 30TH ALABAMA INF. 


(From Muster Roll In papers of Capt. Samuel C. Kelly) 

S. C. Kelly---Captain 

J. W. Pike__1st Lieut. 

J. M. Pearson_____2nd Lieut. 

A. Aerheart ....3rd Lieut. 

J. B. Palmer....1st Sergeant 

J. D. Hollingsworth....2nd Sergeant—wounded and missing 

J. W. Ford-3rd Sergeant—Elected 25th Feb. 1863—at hospt. 

H. H. Boozer.4th Sergeant—Elected April 25 

W. D. Atkins Cooley, R. Henderson, M. P. Payne, A. F. 

F. Ford Davis, M. Hollinsworth, P. A. Pinter, J. 

G. W. Boozer Duckett, E. Hobbs, J. J. Reaves, E. G. 

W. H. Wolf Dubkin, S. G, Keller, W. G. Rountree, W. G. 

Argo, H. Estice, W. C. Keller, M. W. Rhodes, J. 

Alexander, L. Evans, M. Kidd, _ Sewell, W. J. 

Black, S. O. Foster, R. H. Kilpatrick, G. W. Sewell, Jasper 

Baker, J. N. Tarver, J. T. Kirby, W. P. Sewell, N. 

Baxter, B. Griffin, A. C. McCullers, F. M. Simpson, W. P. 

Brown, W. A. Graham, N. H. Nance, W. M. Staton, W. D. 

Brown, R.(?) B.(?) Garrett, W. H. Phillips, C. W. P. Thomas, W. 

Baird, W. A. Garrett, Wiley Phillips, D. Taylor, S. S. 

Bowman, J. A. Griffith, G. W. Peace, J. A. Thackerson, J. W. 

Bridges, H. Y. Griffith, R. G. Peace, B. B. Wilkinson, J. A. 

Cornelius, B. A. Gaylor, H. Price, John Wills, Mark 

Cannon, Y. Hill, J, J. Prather, P. W. Wilkerson, S. R. 

Cooley, D. 


MUSTER ROLL OF CAPTAIN JOHN SAWYER, COMPANY F, 

30TH ALABAMA REGIMENT 


No. of Names 

Each Present 

Grade and Absent Rank 


1. John Sawyer ....„Capt. 

1. James R. Elliott_1st Lt. 

2. Wilson T, Webb..2nd Lt. 

3. Wm. E, Sawyer_2nd Lt., Jr. 

1. Thomas F. Elliott_1st Sgt. 


Joined for Duty and Enrolled 
Age When Where 

42 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

24 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

30 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

31 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

21 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 
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No. of Names 

Each Present 

Grade and Absent Rank 


2. George K. Armbrester.2nd Sgt. 

3. J. T. Coldwell. 3rd Sgt. 

4. J. C. Terry..,4th Sgt. 

5. A. E. Grady. 5th Sgt. 

1. J. J. Simpson.1st Corp. 

2. W. E. Easley-2nd Corp. 

3. B. F. Fowler-3rd Corp. 

4. Gilson Thomas_4th Corp. 

1. Brannen, H. C....Drummer 

1. Allison, J. A...Private 

2. Adkins, J. H... JPrivate 

3. Adams, J. A....Private 

4. Adams, Robert ..Private 

5. Adams, J. T.....JPrivate 

6. Beckem, H, C.JPrivate 

7. Brown, G. E. ...Private 

8. Brown, J. P..Private 

9. Balenger, J. A..Private 

10. Broils, F. M.....Private 

11. Barr, T. C. R.. T .Private 

12. Baker, Z. S.-Private 

13. Brannen, T. E....Private 

14. Chappell, James _JPrivate 

15. Cruse, Martin _ Private 

16. Caldwell, J. J..Private 

17. Cochran, W. R._. Private 

18. Curry, W. H.—. Private 

19. Corley, Jasper _Private 

20. Cast, Wm. L_Private 

21. Duncan, George _Private 

22. Edwards, G. W.Private 

23. Fulmer, Ephram _Private 

24. Fulmer, Jas. S.Private 

25. Florence, H. R. Private 

26. Fike, J. C.Private 

27. Flin, J. T__Private 

28. Freeze, John _ Private 

29. Freeze, William .. Private 

30. Gunter, G. W...Private 

31. Gover, S. B...Private 

32. Gorman, C. H. Private 

33. Hitt, George -Private 

34. Hare, Thomas .Private 

35. Huston, Wm. A., Jr.Private 

36. Harris, H. B.. Private 

37. Hayes, J. M.Private 

38. Herring, W. L..Private 

39. Herring, J. A...Private 

40. Herring, W. A__.Privat 

41. Henderson, J, C.__Private 

42. Jarrard, D. H..Private 

43. Jones, J. K.,. Private 

44. Jones, S. F. .Private 

45. Kirkpatrick, Jackson _Private 

46. Lawson, Enoch _Private 

47. Lawson, J. W..Private 

48. Limbaugh, P. S_Private 


Joined for Duty and Enrolled 
Age When Where 


30 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

32 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

25 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

44 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

38 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

21 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

27 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

31 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

44 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

27 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

22 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

19 March 12, 1862, ■ Talladega, Ala. 

22 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

20 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

18 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

25 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

30 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

27 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

32 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

28 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

21 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

18 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

33 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

22 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

18 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

24 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

35 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

21 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

19 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

33 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

48 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

41 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

18 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

18 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

38 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

25 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

41 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

21 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

36 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

30 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala; 

March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

20 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

16 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

20 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

19 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

24 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

32 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

22 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

17 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

18 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

23 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

19 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

18 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

19 March 12, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 
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No. of Names 

Each Present Joined for Duty and Enrolled 


Grade 

and Absent 

Rank 

Age 

When 


Where 


49. 

Miller, J. B_ 

....Private 

20 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

50. 

McCarter, J. W._. 

— Private 

25 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

51. 

McCarter, Thomas . 

....Private 

18 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

52. 

Martin, R. C..-. 

... Private 

26 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

53. 

Mullendon, W. S. 

.. Private 

34 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

54. 

Martin, William . 

... .Private 

28 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

55. 

Miller, H. J. 

...Private 

21 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala.- 

56. 

Norris, J. J.. 

...Private 

27 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

57. 

Nipper, J. A... 

....Private 

30 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

58. 

Ogletree, T. W___ 

... Private 

22 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

59. 

Oswalt, W. A__ 

....Private 

19 

March 

12, 

1882, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

60. 

Patterson, J. M. 

....Private 

27 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

61. 

Payne, T. J.. 

....Private 

19 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

62. 

Rudd, H. C.. 

... Private 

22 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

63. 

Richards, A. A.. 

...Private 

18 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

64. 

Robbs, E. W.. 

..Private 

22 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

66. 

Reaves, John ... 

.. Private 

45 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

67. 

Studard, John. 

...Private 

18 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

68. 

Smelly, J. C. (ey).. 

...Private 

27 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

69. 

Smelley, J. R. 

...Private 

32 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

70. 

Shell, W. L.. 

..Private 

22 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

71. 

Sawyer, R. F__ 

..Private 

16 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala, 

72. 

Tyler, J. F. M. ..... 

..Private 

37 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

73. 

Taul, H. C..... 

..Private 

18 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

74. 

Thurman, A. B... 

..Private 

33 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

75. 

Thompson, Thomas . 

..Private 

22 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

76. 

Thompson, Geo. W.. 

..Private 

19 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

77. 

Terry, J. J... 

..Private 

22 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

78. 

Vincent, D. H.. 

...Private 

26 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

79. 

Webber, J. K. P_ 

...Private 

18 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ald^ • 

80. 

Whatley, F. M__ .... 

...Private 

19 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

81. 

Williams, S. K__ 

...Private 

24 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

82. 

Freeze, Jessee ___ 

...Private 

24* 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

83. 

Freeze, John W-. 

..Private 

18* 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

84. 

Stoddard, W. G. 

...Private 

23* 

March 

12, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 


♦Recruits 

Certificate of John Sawyer, Commanding, dated March 31st, 1862, at 
Camp Curry. 

Certificate of Mustering Officer “from March 12th, 1862 ,” dated 
March 31. C. M. Shelley, Mustering Officer. 


MUSTER ROLL OF CAPTAIN WM.“T. WOOD, COMPANY G, 

30TH ALABAMA REGIMENT 


No. of 

Each 

Grade 

Names 
Present 
and Absent 

Rank 

Age 

Joined for Duty and Enrolled 
When Where 

1 . 

Wood, W. T.-. 

Capt. 

35 


Camp Curry, Ala. 
Camp Curry, Ala. 
Camp Curry, Ala. 
Camp Curry, Ala. 

1 . 

Stephens, O. 

.Jst Lt. 

41 


2. 

Grogan, W. H. 

... —2nd Lt. 

37 

i 

3. 

Whiteside, T. P.. 

-2nd Lt., 

Jr. 25 
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No. of Names 

Each Present Joined for Duty and Enrolled 

Grade and Absent Rank Age When Where 


1. Gay, G. F.-1st Sgt. 

2. Horn, G. F...2nd Sgt. 

3. Stephens, I. F..3rd Sgt. 

4. Kennedy, J. A..4th Sgt. 

5. McCullen, A. M_,5th Sgt. 

1. Stephens, E. H_1st Corp. 

2. Miller, J, A--2nd Corp. 

3. Miller, G. M.___.3rd Corp. 

4. Higginbotham, H.4th Corp. 

1. Abel, J. ..—....Private 

2. Abel, F. L-Private 

3. Abel, A.JPrivate 

4. Beverly, T. J-.Private 

5. Beverly, C. S. Private 

6. Burson, R. J._Private 

7. Bean, J". J__Private 

8. Browning, J. F,.„_Private 

9. Birchfield, J, F__ Private 

10. Bennette, G. W-Private 

11. Brown, W. L_Private 

12. Bates, J.Private 

13. Cantril, T. A__Private 

14. Coley, A.Private 

15. Conner, M. G....Private 

16. Caldwell, W. H__Private 

17. Caldwell, J. Private 

18. Camp, J. M____Private 

19. Chandler, W. C_.Private 

20. Durrette, A. J. Private 

21. Driver, J. T......Private 

22. Fowler, J. W...Private 

23. Eubank, J__ Private 

24. Eedson, G. H_ Private 

25. Eidson, T. T..Private 

26. Gann, J. W.„. Private 

27. Gann, L... Private 

28. Gann, J. H_.Private 

29. Gann, R. .. Private 

30. Humphris 1 , P. A__ Private 

31. Hatton, J_ Private 

32. Hazle, R_ Private 

33. Hatton, W. . Private 

34. Haywood, W. H....Private 

35. Hams, Wm__Private 

36. Hams, W. . .—-Private 

37. Howell, E. S.....Private 

38. Jones, C. S...Private 

39. Jones, T, J.. Private 

40. Kimbrel, B. M... Private 

41. Kimbrel, B. J...Private 

42. King, E. H. Private 

43. Little, R. H,.. .Private 

44. Love, W. L... Private 

45. Morris, J....Private 

46. Meadow, J. .. Private 

47. Meadow, G. M.__Private 

48. Meadow, Wm__Private 


36 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

38 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

24 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

24 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

22 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

21 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

18 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

22 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

20 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

26 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

24 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

25 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

24 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

18 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

31 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

23 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

27 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

36 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

21 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

24 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

34 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

22 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

27 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

18 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

31 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

18 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

19 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

24 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

22 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

23 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

21 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

26 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

19 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

24 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

26 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

21 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

22 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

18 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

16 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

45 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

33 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

21 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

17 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

23 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

32 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

39 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

25 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

16 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

22 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

19 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

17 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

18 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

30 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

46 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

18 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

24 

Camp Curry, Ala. 

28 

Camp Curry, Ala. 
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ALABAMA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY 


No. of 

Each 

Grade 

Names 

Present 
and Absent 

Rank 

Age 

Joined for Duty and Enrolled 
When Where 

49. 

Miller, W. M... 

.Private 

24 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

50. 

Morrison, S. T. (ss) .... 

.Private 

55 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

51. 

Morrisson, E. 

.Private 

20 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

52. 

Morrisson, W. E.. 

.... Private 

22 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

53. 

Morrisson, L. J. 

.Private 

42 


Camp Curry, Ala 1 . 

54. 

McDaniel, J. C. 

..Private 

27 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

55. 

Miller, R. C.... 

.Private 

22 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

56. 

Martin, J. .... 

Private 

17 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

57. 

Martin, Wm. ... 

Private 

16 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

58. 

McCuller, R. M. 

_Private 

26 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

59. 

Noel, W. T. 

.Private 

18 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

60. 

Nipper, S. F. 

......Private 

30 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

61. 

Oliver, A. ___ 

_Private 

40 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

62. 

Owens, A. J_ 

.Private 

19 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

63. 

Phillips, S. ___ 

..Private 

42 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

64. 

Perrey, W. H. 

.Private 

23 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

65. 

Stephens, J. M. 

.Private 

16 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

66. 

Stephens, H. R.. 

.....JPrivate 

18 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

67. 

Smith, J. ___ 

......Private 

33 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

68. 

Smith, T. C_ 

.Private 

35 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

69. 

Smith, C. M. G.. 

.Private 

25 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

70. 

Smith, E. J__ 

.Private 

20 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

71. 

Seamon, J... 

.Private 

21 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

72. 

Swoap, J. J.. 

_Private 

26 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

73. 

Spiller (s ?), C. 

_Private 

16 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

74. 

Turket, J. E. 

_Private 

17 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

75. 

Tenerson, C. M_ 

_Private 

23 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

76. 

Thrower, J. T_ 

_Private 

19 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

77. 

Taylor, J. 

.Private 

18 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

78. 

Wilson, M.. 

.Private 

20 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

79. 

Wilson, G.... 

_Private 

52 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

80. 

Watson, W. J.. 

.Private 

18 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

81. 

Wagnon, W. O.___ 

_ Private 

23 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

82. 

Whitfield, R. F_ 

.... Private 

17 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

83. 

Webb, J. .... 

.Private 

25 


Camp Curry, Ala. 

84. 

Yager, S. T... 

......Private 

17 


Camp Curry, Ala. 


Certificate by. Capt. W. T. Wood, commanding the company, dated 
March 31st, 1862, at Camp Curry. 


Certificate of C. M. Shelly, Mustering Officer, dated same, gives 
date of acceptance into service as March 19th. 


MUSTER ROLL OF CAPTAIN E. P. WOODWARD, COMPANY H, 

30TH ALABAMA REGIMENT 


No. of 

Names 







Each 

Present 



Joined for Duty and Enrolled 

Grade 

and Absent 

Rank 

Age 

When 



Where 

1 . 

E. P. Woodward _ 

Capt. 


March 20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair County 

1 . 

D. H, Thweatt .. _.... 

1st Lt. 

30 

March 20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair County 

2. 

Jno. M. Sims ... .. 

2nd Lt, 

38 

March 20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair County 

3. 

T. R, Beavers ... _ .... 

3rd Lt., Jr, 

35 

March 20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair County 

1 . 

J. T. Fletcher . .. 

1st Sergt. 

30 

March 20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair County 

2. 

J. J. Willingham 

2nd Sergt. 

36 

March 20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair County 
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No. of 
Each 
Grade 


3. 

4. 

5. 
1 . 
2 . 

3. 

4. 
1 . 
2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 
9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20 . 
21 . 
22 . 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 


Names 

Present Joined for Duty and Enrolled 

and Absent Rank Age When Where 


M. I. Beavers.3rd Sergt. 24 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

H. H. H. Chandler..4th Sergt. 29 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

J. M. Roberson..5th Sergt. 20 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

J. A. Collins ...__1st Corp. 22 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

Lewis Grissom ..2nd Corp. 29 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

F. P. Boll....3rd Corp. 24 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

I. C. M. Spruell.4th Corp. 22 March 20, 1882, St. Clair County 

Lewis Adler ... Private 23 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

J. W. Abercrombie.Private 19 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

Wm. H. Burr......Private 26 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

Jms. W. Borden......Private 25 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

Perry Clanton (?)_ Private 21 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

John Creal__ Private 35 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

T. A. Caudel..Private 28 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

Thomas Coggin _ Private 18 March 20, 1882, St. Clair Countv 

Wm. C. Crane___Private 25 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

A. J. Castleberry....Private 35 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

A. J. Carter___ Private 24 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

W. Carmikel .Private 25 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

J. W. Clinkscales_I'.,.Private 20 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

B. F. Douglass_Private 21 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

Bradford Davis ....Private 18 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

J. B. Davis......Private 18 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

James Elmore .Private 28 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

Monroe Elmore _ Private 18 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

W. J. Foote_ ......Private 21 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

George Garner _Private 19 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

Jourden Garrett ..Private 19 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

Joel Garrett . Private 43 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

David Garrett..Private 18 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

Thom. F. Grissom.Private 20 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

Wm. Ginn . Private 25 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

R. Ginn .Private 24 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

F. Hargrove . Private 28 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

A. S. Hull. Private 41 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

Jessie C. Hull__ Private 18 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

A. J. Hargeth_Private 21 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

B. H. Luker_Private 33 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

Wm. Martin .Private 18 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

George Martin .Private 26 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

James Morris.. .Private 22 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

J. H. Mundine_ Private 35 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

Wm. Milstead .Private 32 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

J. W. Perry.Private 28 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

Asa Perry . Private 26 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

Upston Patman _Private 38 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

Wm. A. Pigg.. Private 26 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

E. S. Pilkinton.Private 25 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

J. H. Randles. Private 18 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

B. Kenedy .Private 18 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

R. K. Roberson__ ...Private 32 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

James Rich _.Private 32 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

Richmond Strasner _ Private 29 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

H. Strasner _ Private 24 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

J. N. Seals .. Private 18 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

S. B. Seals. Private 18 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 

J. T. Spruill (G,F.?). Private 27 March 20, 1862, St. Clair County 
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ALABAMA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY 


No. of Names 

Each Present Joined for Duty and Enrolled 


Grade and Absent 


Rank 

Age 

When 



Where 

51. 

Wm. Spruill . 


... Private 

18 

March 

20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair 

County 

52. 

A. Spruill . 


. Private 

* 

March 

20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair 

County 

53. 

B. W. Sharpner. 


... Private 

33 

March 

20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair 

County 

54. 

Solamond Smith . 


... Private 

28 

March 

20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair 

County 

55. 

W. A. Smith. 


.. private 

19 

March 

20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair 

County 

56. 

K. W. Smith. 


....Private 

27 

March 

20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair 

County 

57. 

Wm. Starks —. 


...Private 

30 

March 

20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair 

County 

58. 

Robt. Starks .. 


....Private 

23 

March 

20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair 

County 

59. 

J. A. Trussell_ 


— Private 

21 

March 

20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clgiir 

County 

60. 

John Turner _ 


.Private 

22 

March 

20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair 

County 

61. 

John F, Thweatt— 


.. Private 

25 

March 

20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair 

County 

62. 

Robt. Wells .. 


....Private 

22 

March 

20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair 

County 

63. 

J, J. Willingham, 

Jr— 

.. Private 

18** 

March 

20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair 

County 

64. 

Calvin Williams . 


„ Private 

30 

March 

20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair 

County 

65. 

W. R. Weeks_ 


.. Private 

30 

March 

20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair 

County 

66. 

A. J. Yancy. 

*Torn off. 

**Apparently crossed 

out. 

_Private 

24 

March 

20, 

1862, 

St. 

Clair 

County 


Certificate signed by Edw. P. Woodward, dated March 31st, 1862, 
Camp Curry. 

Certificate of C. M. Shelly, Mustering Officer, dated same, from 
March 20th, 1862. 


MUSTER ROLL OF CAPTAIN THOMAS H. PATTERSON, COMPANY I, 

30TH ALABAMA REGIMENT 


No. of Names 

Each Present 

Grade and Absent Rank 


1. Thomas H. Patterson_Capt. 

1. Wm. S. McGee.___1st Lt. 

2. J. F. Slaughter....-2nd Lt. 

3. L. L. Parks...-.3rd Lt. 

1. James Kinneur ...O. Sergt. 

2. Robert Hule ..2nd Sergt. 

3. J. S. Shaw..3rd Sergt. 

4. J. R. Prewet.—.4th Sergt. 

1. M. L. Beard—.1st Cpl. 

2. Wm. Bolton ..—2nd Cpl. 

3. A. L. McCain... 3rd Cpl. 

4. S. Strickland ..-4th Cpl. 

1. Robinson McMillan _Fifer 

1. Andrews, J R..Private 

2. Albright, W. C—...__ Private 

3. Bruce, A. J-.... Private 

4. Brown, John ....Private 

5. Brown, James H. Private 

6. Brown, Joseph A.Private 

7. Bolton, Robert .Private 

8. Branch,'Peter- . Private 

9. Bridges 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 , P. C..—..Private 

10. Baxter, Thomas . —.Private 


Joined for Duty and Enrolled 


Age 

When 


Where 



March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

____ 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

.... 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 


March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

___ 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

32 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

..._ 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

29 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

29 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

28 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

__ 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

___ * 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

41 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

25 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

28 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

42 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

18 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

16 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

18 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

24 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

40 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

.... 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

36 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 
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No. of Names 

Each Present Joined for Duty and Enrolled 

Grade and Absent Rank Age When Where 


11. Burgess, J. W..Private 


13. Clifton, T. B. Private 

14. Carson, G. E...Private 

15. Clark, Ira _Private 

16. Dann, J. D__Private 

17. Day, Thos. J_Private 

18. Darling, C. F_..._Private 

19. Eubank, L. M___ Private 

20. Fletcher, J. A_Private 

21. Echols, E. D. J.Private 

22. Fluker, J. P_1_Private 

23. Fullenwider, P.Private 

24. Green, John . Private 

25. Garrett, J. V.Private 

26. Hammonds, C. L.Private 

27. Hannah, G. W. Private 

28. Hannah, H. C...Private 

29. Hancock, Phillip _Private 

30. Hunfgnal, John 

(Hanfgnal?) . Private 

31. Hicks, Jno. C.Private 

32. Hickey, Richard .Private 

33. Heacock, R. P. H.Private 

34. Jones, W. J.Private 

35. Lukey, M. H...Private 

36. Longcrier, H. E.-privtae 

37. Lane, J. S......Private 

38. Lane, Orlander C..private 

39. Lawler, H. private 

40. Lawler, J. B...Private 

41. McPherren, W. G.Private 

42. Minter, H. R._ Private 

43. McConnell, F. G-Private 

44. Mizzell, Newt _Private 

45. Nelson, J. M. Private 

46. Norris, J. H. Private 

47. Perryman, Jas..Private 

48. Pennington, A. T._:.Private 

49. Oden, J. L_ Private 

50. Edwards', Wm. _.Private 

51. Runnell, J. W. (?)..._ Private 

52. Reid, Wm. __ Private 

53. Shackelford, W. H__Private 

53. Stroud, J. T.,. Private 

54. Sparks, J. F.Private 

55. Smiegood, Adam (?)....Private 

56. Summers, John . Private 

57. Summers, C. B...Private 

58. Sewell, H. K- Private 

59. Stone, Geo. W_ . Private 

60. Stockdale, W. D. H_Private 

61. Storey, J. H__Private 

62. Smith, D. A... Private 

63. Smith, E. T. Private 

64. Taylor, J. B... Private 

65. Wilson, J. K... Private 

66. Williams, W. C,.Private 


35 

March 

22, 

1862, 

“Talladega, 

Ala. 

26 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

24 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 


March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

18 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

30 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

.... 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala.. 

29 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

28 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

_ _ _ 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala.. 

._ 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala.. 

_ __ 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

45 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala .. 

24 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala.. 


March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

__ 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

18 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

34 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

33 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 


March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

29 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 


March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

30 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

26 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

p _ 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

41 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

14 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala.. 

• 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

» - - 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

18 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

29 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

15 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

•... 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

18 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

25 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

30 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

.... 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 


March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 


March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

27 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

32 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

31 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

24 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

.... 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 


March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala - 


March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala.. 

21 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

21 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

17 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

27 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala,. 

39 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

20 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

39 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala. 

. 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 


March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 

22 

March 

22, 

1862, 

Talladega, 

Ala- 
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ALABAMA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY 


No. of 

Names 




Each 

Present 



Joined for Duty and Enrolled 

Grade 

and Absent 

Rank 

Age 

When Where 


67. Williams, W. D. .Private 28 March 22, 1862, Talladega, Ala. 

69. Walker, J. A. C..Private 23 March 22, 1882, Talladega, Ala. 

Certificate signed T. H. Patterson, no date. 

Certificate of Mustering Officer signed C. M. Shelley, no date, but 
date of acceptance given as 22nd day of March, 1862. 

Also the following certificate: 

I, Wm. M. Nisbet, a regularly licensed and practicing Physician and 
Surgeon, certify on honor that I have carefully examined the men of 
Captain Thos. H. Patterson’s Company whose names are on the Muster 
Roll hereto attached, and find them all sound in mind and body and fit 
for Military Service. 


(Signed) WM. M. NISBET, M.D. 

Bate: March 28th, 1862. 

Station: Camp near Talladega, Ala. 


;no. of 

Each 

•Grade 

MUSTER ROLL OF CAPTAIN J. B. SMITH, COMPANY K, 

30TH ALABAMA INFANTRY REGIMENT 

Names 

Present Joined for Duty and Enrolled 

and Absent Rank Age When Where 

1. 

J. B. Smith. 


..Capt. 

39 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

1. 

W. M. M. Lee. 


.1st Lt. 

27 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

2. 

S. W. Lee... 


..2nd Lt. 

29 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

3. 

R. W. Acton_ 


_2nd Lt., Jr. 23 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

1. 

J. M, Deshazor. 


_1st Sgt. 

32 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

2. 

Acton Bailey _ 


..2nd Sgt. 

34 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

3. 

Thos, F. Bailey. 


.3rd Sgt. 

29 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

4. 

Jas. W. Acton_ 


..4th Sgt, 

29 

March 

1, 

1882, 

Shelby County 

5. 

L. N. Roy... 


.5th Sgt. 

23 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

1. 

Jas. B. Moore. 


_1st Corp. 

28 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

2. 

Jas. Owen ... 

_ 

..2nd Corp. 

21 

March 

1, 

1802, 

Shelby County 

3. 

W. W. Moore.... 

_ 

. 3rd Corp. 

30 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

4. 

John A. Griffin. 


.4th Corp. 

18 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

1. 

Acton, John . 


. Private 

34 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

2. 

Acton, Wm. B. 


.Private 

20 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

3. 

Acton, S. N... 


.Private 

18 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

4. 

Acton, Wm. N. 


. Private 

20 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

5. 

Acton, S. W. 


.Private 

27 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

6. 

Allen, Preston S- 


__Private 

32 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

7. 

Abernathy, Thos. 

B.. 

.Private 

18 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

8. 

Bailey, Wm. H. 


.... Private 

42 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

9. 

Bailey, John S_ 


... . Private 

29 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

10. 

Bailey, Thos. N.- 

— 

..Private 

27 

March 

1, 

1882, 

Shelby County 

11. 

By ram, Silas C.~ 

--- 

..... Private 

18 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

12. 

Byram, Martom ( 

?> — 

..... Private 

21 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

13. 

Bailey, Needam . 

-——, 

.... Private 

30 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

14. 

Burchfield, Wm. .. 


_Private 

27 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

15. 

Bailey, Wm. L_ 

— 

.... Private 

27 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 
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'No. of Names 

Each Present Joined for Duty and Enrolled 

-Grade and Absent Rank Age When Where 


16. Bailey, B. H.Private 

17. Bailey, P. J.Private 

18. Caldwell, Wm.Private 

19. Carroll, Wm.Private 

20. Clark, F. M.Private 

21. Clark, Jas. W.Private 

22. Clark, Thos. Private 

23. Copeland, Wm. .. Private 

24. Chesser, Wm. D......Private 

.'25. Chamness, J. M.. Private 

26. Cross, Wm. H.._ Private 

27. Cross, Geo. W-Private 

28. Davidson, I. W__ Private 

29. Dodd, Chas. J.Private 

30. Dorough, A. F. Private 

31. Dorough, N. B... Private 

32. Deshazer, W. C__Private 

33. Deshazer, W. B.,. Private 

34. Draper, J. B. (?). Private 

'35. Golden, M. H__Private 

'36. Graves, Jesse_ Private 

'37. George, John K. Private 

38. Green, Wm, J. L... Private 

39. Gant, A. M_Private 

40. Hamilton, J. F__ Private 

41. Herren, John W._ Private 

42. Harden, Jas. F..Private 

43. Jones, Thos. J.Private 

44. Jones, Ed. V....Private 

45. Jennings, John W...Private 

46. Jones, Henry ...Private 

47. Jordan, Geo. W.Private 

48. Johnston, Isham ..Private 

49. Martin, John P... Private 

50. Moore, Jos. F_Private 

51. McLaughlin, M. W...Private 

52. McLaughlin, I. J, (?)_Private 

53. Nabors, Elihu J__ .Private 

54. Peel, Willis _Private 

55. Pledger, Simeon _Private 

56. Price, James .Private 

57. Patton, Sami.Private 

'58. Parsons, Goodwin_Private 

59. Quinn,-Wm. _ Private 

60. Quinn, John G._Private 

61. Quinn, B. P. Private 

62. Roy, I. M.Private 

63. Roy, Wm. W. Private 

64. Riley, Abel . Private 

65. Stack, Sami. H...Private 

*66. Smith, S. W.Private 

67. Smith, I. M....Private 

68. Short, Thos. Private 

69. Short, Lewis S__Private 

70. Short, Thos. B...Private 

71. Short, Silas W....Private 

72. Smithson, W, J. T -.Private 

73. Tyler, Jas. A.Private 


20 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

28 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

27 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

21 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

18 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

28 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

21 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

18 

March 

1 , 

1.862, 

Shelby County 

29 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

18 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

18 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

18 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

36 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

20 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

27 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

22 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

27 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

27 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

25 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

24 

March 

a 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

27 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

45 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

35 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

31 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

46 

March 

1, 

1862, 

Shelby County 

34 

March 

1 , 

1882, 

Shelby County 

18 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

19 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

29 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

30 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

32 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

37 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

27 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

27 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

29 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 


March 

1 , 

1882, 

Shelby County 

18 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

42 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

18 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Sh°lby County 

40 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

18 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

28 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

22 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

33 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

32 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Sh Q lby County 

23 

March 

1 , 

1882, 

Shelby County 

21 

March 

1 , 

1882, 

Shelby County 

27 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Sh°lby County 

18 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

34 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Sh Q lby County 

27 

March 

1 , 

1832, 

Shelby County 

18 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

45 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Sh°lby County 

21 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

21 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

SIWby County 

18 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

27 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 

34 

March 

1 , 

1862, 

Shelby County 
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ALABAMA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY 


No. of Names 

Each Present 

Grade and Absent Rank 


74. 

Wyatt, Wm. J,.... 

..Private 

75. 

Wyatt, Jas. F_ 

.—..Private 

76. 

Wood, Sol. J. 

..Private 

77. 

Ware, Jesse C.__. 

__Private 

78. 

Walker, Jas. A.... 

..Private 

79. 

Walker, J. M. 

—--Private 

80. 

Walker, Danl. F. 

•-- Private 

81. 

Youngblood, Jno. 

F--Private 

82. 

Davidson, W. M... 


83. 

Brazier, E. B. 

--Private 

84. 

Leach, W. W. 

-- Private 

85. 

Durough, W. D. 

.-—. Private 

86. 

Hicks, B. A. ... 

- Private 

87. 

Goss, F. W. 

--Private 

88. 

Pruitt, W. P. 

-.-. Private 

89. 

Pruitt, J. M.. 

... Private 

90. 

Johnson, M. N. 

—.- Private 

91. 

Johnson, M. T. 

.. Private 


Certificate of Capt.. J. B. Smith, 
near Talladega, Ala. 


Joined for Duty and Enrolled 


Age 

When 

Where 

28 

March 1, 1862, 

Shelby County 

18 

March 1, 1882, 

Shelby County 

30 

March 1, 1862, 

Shelby County 

19 

March 1, 1862, 

Shelby County 

18 

March 1, 1862, 

Shelby County 

33 

March 1, 1862, 

Shelby County 

42 

March 1, 1862, 

Shelby County 

19 

March 1, 1862, 

Shelby County 

22 

March 1, 1862, 

Shelby County 

27 

March 1, 1862, 

Shelby County 

42 

March 1, 1862, 

Shelby County 

44 

March 1, 1862, 

Shelby County 

33 

March 1, 1862, 

Shelby County 

27 

March 1, 1862, 

Shelby County 

23 

March 1, 1862, 

Shelby County 

19 

March 1, 1862, 

Shelby County 

21 

March 1, 1862, 

Shelby County 

18 

March 1, 1862, 

Shelby County 

dated 

March 23 , 1862 

, Camp Curry 


Certificate of Mustering Officer signed J. B. Smith (same handwrit- 
ing), same date and place. 
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